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No. 157. THURSDAY, JANUARY J, 1756. 



Owe can scarce pass an hour in any company^ 
Biti|3at bearing it frequently asserted, that the pre- 
sent generation of servants in this country are the 
proudest, and the laziest, the most profligate, inso- 
lent, and extravagant set of mortals any where to be 
found on the face of the globe : to which indisput* 
able truth I always readily give my assent, with 
but one single exception, which is that of their 
masters and ladies. Now, though by this exception 
I have incurred the contemptuous smiles of many 
a wise face, and the indignant frowns of many a 
pretty one, yet I shall here venture to shew, that the 
pride and laziness of our servants, from . whence 
their profligacy, insolence, and extravagance must 
unavoidably proceed, are entirely owing, not only 
to our example, but to our cultivation, and are but 
the natural productions of the same imperfections 
}Q ourselves. 

In the first place then, pride has put it into our 
heads, that it is most honourable to be waited on 
by gentlemen and ladies : and all, who are really- 
such by bir^ or .education, having also too mucjh 
of the same pride, however necessitous, to suboiit 
to any servitude, however easy, we are obliged to 
take the lowest of the people, and convert them by 

ST own ingenuity into the genteel personages we 
ijik proper shpuld attend us. Hence our ver^ 
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footmen arc adorned with gold arid silver, with 
bags, toupees, and ruffles : the valet de chambre 
cannot be distinguished from his master, but by be- 
ing better drest ; and Joan, who used to be but as 
good as my lady in the dark, is now by no means her. 
inferior in the day light. In great familiesi have fre- 
quently entreated the maitre d^Iiotel to go before me, 
and have pulled a chair for the butler, imagining 
them to be part, and not the least genteel part of 
the company. Their diversions too are no less po- 
lite than their appearance : in the country they are 
sportsmen ; in town they frequent plays, operas, 
and taverns; and at home have their routes and their 
gaming-tables. 

But lest thus exalting our servants to an equality 
with ourselves should not sufficiently augment their 
pride, and destroy all subordination, we take ano- 
ther method more effectually to complete the work, 
which is, debasing ourselves to their meanness by a 
ridiculous imitation of their dresses and occupa^ 
t-ions. Hence were derived the flapped hat, and 
cropped hair, the green frock, the long staff, and 
buckskin breeches: henoe, among the ladies, the 
round-eared cap, the stuff night-gowo, white apron, 
and black leather shoe; and hence many persons of 
the highest rank daily employ themselves in riding 
matches, driving coaches, or in running before them, 
in order to convince their (Jomestics how greatly- 
they are inferior ^to them fii the executibn of these 
honourable offices^. Since then we make use of so 
much art to corrupt our servants, have we reason 
to be angry with their concurrence ? Since we 
take so mucn pains to inform them of their superi-< 
ority, and' oar weakness, can we be surprized that 
they despise us, or be displeased with their inso* 
lence and impertinence. 
"Astbe ^de ^f r<^rvant8 tbiis proceeds from tha 



NM57. wo»LD. S 

pride, so does their laziness from the laziness of 
.their masters: and indeed, if their is any charac- 
teristic peculiar to the young people of fashion of 
the present age, it is their laziness, or an extreme 
unwillingness to attend to any thing that can gi^e 
them the lea^^t trouble or disquietude ; without any 
degree of ^hich they would fain enjoy all the luxu- 
ries of life, in contradiction to the disposition's of 
providence and the nature of things. 1 hey would 
have great estates without any management, great 
expences without any accounts, and great families 
-without any discipline or oeconomy : in short, they 
are fit only to be inhabitants of Lubbcrland, where 
OS the child's geography informs us, men lie upoa 
-their backs with their mouths open, and it rains fat 
/pigs ready roasted. From this principle, when the 
pride they have infused into their servants has pro- 
duced a proportionable degree of laziness, their own 
Jaziness is too prevalent to suffer them to struggle 
.with that of their servants ; and they rather chuse 
that all business should be neglected, than to en- 
force the performance of it ; and to give up all au- 
thority, rather than take the pains to support it ; 
from whence it happens, that in great and noble fa- 
milies^ where the domestics are very numerous, 
they will not so much as wait upon themselves ; 
•and was it not for the friendly assistance of 
char-women, porters, chairmen, and shoe-blacks 
-procured by a generous distribution of coals, can- 
'dles, and provisions, the common offices of lif^ 
could never be executed. In such it is often as 
difficult to procure conveniencies, as in a desart 
island : and one frequently wants necessaries in the 
midst of profuseness and extravagance. In such 
iamilies I have sometimes been shut up in a cold 
room, and interdicted from the use of fire and water 
^r kalf a day $ and though duung my u^ptison- 

b2 
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went I have seen namberless servants continually 
passing by, the utmost I could procure o'* them was, 
that they would send somebody to relieve my ne- 
.cessitie«, which they never perfbrm<»d. In such I 
have seen, when a favourite dog has discharged a 
too plentiful dinner in the drawing-room, at the 
irequent ringing of the bell numerous attendants 
make their appearance, all entreated to depute some 
one to remove the nuisance with the utmost expe- 
dition, but no one has been found in such a house 
mean enough to undertake such an employment : 
and so it has lain smoaking under the noses of the 
•illustrious company during the whole evening. 

I could produce innumerable instances, minute 

: indeed and unobserved, but well worthy obst^rva- 

tion^ of the encroachments of our servants on our 

.easiness and indolence, in the introduction of most 

.of the fashions that have prevailed for several years 

past, in our equipages and domestic csconomy ; all 

which are entirely calculated for their pleasure, 

ease, or advantage, in direct contradiction to our 

.own. To mention but a few : our coaches are made 

tineasy, but light, that they may whirl us along with 

the utmost rapidity, fo^ their own amusement. 

Glasses before are laid aside, and we are immured 

in the dark, that the coachman may no longer be 

under our inspection, but be drunk or asleep with* 

out any observation. Family liveries are discarded, 

because badges of servility, which might give infor- 

ination to whom their wearers belonged, and to 

' whom complaints might be addressed for their 

enormities. By their carelessness and idleness they 

have obliged us to hire all our horses, and so have 

got rid of the labour of looking after them. By 

their impasitions on the road they have forced us 

into post-chaises, by which means they areat-fi- 

berty to travel by themselves as it bests suits thei/ 
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own ease and convenience. By their impertinence^ 
which we have not patience to endure, nor resolu- 
tion to repress, they have redaced us to dumb- 
waiters, that is, to wait upon ourselves ; by which 
means they have shaken off the trouUlc and coo- 
tlescension of attending us. By their profusion and 
tnismanageroent in house-keeping, they have com- 
pelled us to allow them bo^rd-w^es ; by which 
means they have obtained a constant excuse to 
-loiter at public-houses, and nioney in their pockets 
to squander there in gaming, drunkenness and ex* 
travagance. The last of these is an evil of so gigan- 
tic a size, so conducive to the universal corruption, 
of the lower part of this nation, and so entirely 
destructive of all family order, decency, and oeco- 
nomy, that it well deserves the consideration of a 
legislature, who are not themselves under the in- 
fluence of their servants, and can pay them their 
wages without any inconvenience. 

From what has been said it plainly appears, that 
every man in this country is ill-served, in prepor- 
tion to the number and dignity of his servants : thte 
parson, or the tradesman, who keeps but two maids 
and a boy not exceeding twelve years old, is usuallir 
very well waited on ; the private gentleman infK 
nitely ^orse ; but persons of great fortunes or qua- 
lity, afraid of the idols of their own setting up, arfe 
neglected, abused, and impoverished by tneir de- 
pendents ; the king himself, as is due to his exalted 
station, is more imposed on, and worse attended 
than any on^ of hiis subjects. 
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No. 158. THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 1756, 

JJuRiNG th(B course of these my labours, there iK 
nothing that I have applied myself to with more 
diligence and attention or that I have hoped for 
with greater pleaisure and delight, than the refor- 
mation of the fair s£x. Their dressing, gaming^ 
and painting have been from time to time the sub- 
jects of my animadversions. Happy indeed should 
1 have been, if my success had borne any propor- 
tion to my zeal ; but as my philosophy has taught 
jne to bear with patience those evils which I cannot 
redress, I am contented, under certain limitations, 
to wink at those enormities* which I wanted to have 
removed. In regard to dress, I consent that the 
fashion shall' c6ntinue as it now is; but I enter my 
i[>rotest against absolute nakedness; for while I am 
conniving at low stays and short petticoats, 1 wilt 
permit no lady whatsoever (as a brother essayist 
very wittily has it) to make both ends meet, I con- 
.^Qt also to the present fashion of curling the hair, 
}k> that it may stand a month without combing ; 
.though I must confess (and I believe most husbands 
.and lovers are of my opinion) that I think a fort- 
night or three weeks might be a sufficient time : 
but I bar any application to those foreign artists^ 
who advertise in the public papers that they have 
the secret of making up a lady's head for a com- 
t>leat quarter of a year. As to gaming, 1 permit it 
to go on as it does, provided that the ladies will con- 
tent themselves with injuring their husbands in no 
other respect than by ruining their fortunes. Paint- 
ing likewi8<^ I submit to; and indeed as cards and 
Ute hours have so totally destroyed the natural com« 
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plexion, it is n6t altogether unrea^nable that a little 
art should be introduced to repair it. But to make 
this art as little hurtful as possible to the healths 
the breath, the teeth, aod the Ikin of those who 
practice it, I have consulted almost every author, 
both ancient and modem, who has written on the 
subject. The most satisfactory of these is Jo. Paul 
Lomatius, a painter, of Milan. His works were 
translated by Richard Haydock, of New College, 
Oxford, in the year 1598. In the third biwk of 
which are the rollowing observations, which the 
author calls a discourse qf tfte artificial beauty of \ji:0' 
men, 

' Having treated of so many and divers thinges 
I could not but say something of such matters as 
women iise ordinarily in beautifying and embellish-* 
ing^ their faces; a thing well worth the knowledgje : 
insomuch as many women are so possessed with a 
desire of helping their complexions by some artifi- 
cial meanes, that they will by no meanes be dis- 
suaded from the same. 

* Now the things which they use are these, \\t* 
ointments of divers sorts, powders, fatts, waters, 
and the like : whereof Jo. Modonese, doctor of phy- 
sic, hath written at lar^e, in his book intitled the 
ornaments of women, wherein he teacheth the whole 
order of beautifying t^e face. 

' Now my intent in this treatise is only to disco-« 
ver the natures of certain things which are in daily 
use for this purpose ; because it oR;en falleth out, 
that instead of beautifying, they do most vilely dis- 
figure themselves. The reason whereof is, because 
they are ignorant of the natures aud qualities of the 
ingredients. Howbeit, partly by my directions, 
gbd partly by Modonese's book, I hope to content 
and satisfy tnAh iii all such sort, that they shall 
have just cause to thank us both : and in truth j for 
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their sakes have I specially undertaken this paine^ 
by teaching them to understand the natures of the 
minerals, vegetables, and animals which are most 
applied to this use. So that if any shall henceforth 
fall into the inconveniencie after specified, their 
own peril be it. And first, concerning sublimate. 

' Of SUBLIMATE, and the bad effects thereof. 

* Divei-s Women use sublimate diversly prepared 
for increase of their beauty. Some bray it with 
quicksilver in a marble mortar with a wooden 
pestle, and this they call argentatem; others boy! 
it in water, and therewith wash their face ; some 
grind it With pomatum, and sundry other waies; 
but this is sure, that which way soever it be used, 
it is very ofFensive to man's flesh, and that not only 
to the face, but unto all the other parts of the body 
besides ; for proof whereof, sublimate is called dead 
fier, because of its malignant and biting nature : 
the composition whereof is of 5^//^, quicksilver, and 
vitriol, distilled together in a glassen vessel!. 

' This the chirurgions call a corrosive, because if 
it be put upon man^s flesh, it burneth it in a short 
space, moriifyinff the place, not without great pain 
to the patient. Wherefore such women as use it 
about their face, have always black teeth standing 
far out of their gums like a Spanish mule, an offen- 
iive breath, with a face half scorched, and an un- 
clean complexion : all which proceed from the na- 
ture of sublimate : so that simple women, thinking 
to grow more beautiful, become disfigured, hasten- 
ing old age before the time, and giving occasion to 
their husbands to seek strangers instead of their 
wives, with divers other incoavenieacies. 
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' QfcERUSSE, and the effects thereqf. 

• The cerassc, or whitt lead, which woraeo us€ 
to better their complexion, is made of lead and 
vinegar, which mixture is naturally a great drier ; 
so that those women which use it about their faces, 
doe quickly become withered and grey-headed, be- 
cause this doth so mightily dry up the natural 
moysture of their flesh : and if any give not credit 
to my report, let them but observe such as have 
used it, and I doubt not but they will easyly b6 
satisfied. 



' Of PLUME ALUME. 

* This alume is a kind of stone, which seemeth 
as it were made of tow, and is of so hot and dry a 
nature, that if you make the wicke of a candle 
therewith, it is thought it will burn continually 
without going out; a very strange matter, and be- 
Tond credit. With this some use to rub the skin off 
their face, to make it seem red by reason of the in- 
flammation itprocureth; but questionlesse it hath 
divers inconveniencies, and therefore to be avoided^ 

* Of the JUICE qf lemons. 

' Some use the juice of lemons about their face, 
not knowing the evil qualities thereof: for it is so 
forcible, that it dissolveth the hardest stones into 
water, and there is nothing which sooner dissolveth 
pearl than it. Now if it can distolve stones in thfs 
tiianner, what think you will it do upon man's tiesh ? 
Wherefore I exhort all women to eschewe this and 
the like fretting aad wearing medicines. 
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^ Of the OYL bf TARTARIE. 

, ' There is no greater fretter and eater than th« 
oyl of tartarie, which in a very short time morti- 
fietb a wound, as well as auy other caustic or cor- 
rosive ; and being so strong a fretter,. it will take 
any stain or spot out of linen or. woollen cloth : 
wherefore we may easily think, that if it be used 
about the face, it will work the like effects on the 
same, by scorching and hardening it so, that in 
jnany days it will not return to the ^rmer state. . 

' Of the ROCKE ALU ME. 

' Rocke alume doth likewise hurt the face, inso- 
much as it is a very piercing and drying mineral, 
jand is used in strong water for the dissolving of 
jnetals, which water is made only of rocke alume 
and $al nitrum distilled, and is found to be of that 
strength, that one drop thereof being put on the 
skin, burneth, shriveleth, and parching it, with di- 
-vers other inconveniencies, as loosing the teeth, &.c. 

' Of CAMPHIRE. 

' Camphire is so hot and drie, that coming any- 
thing neere the fier, it suddenly taketh fier, and 
burneth most vehemently. TWs being applied to 
the face, scaldeth it exceedingly, causing a great 
alteration, by parching of the skinne, and procuring 
a flushing in the face : and in this the women are 
very much deceaved. 

* Of all such things as are enefnies to the health, and 

hurtful to the complexion, 

f '' All those paintings and erabellishingrs which are 
made with minerals add corrotiveg, are very daa- 
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gerous for being laid upon the flesh, especially 
upon the face of a woman, which is very tender and 
delicate, by nature (besides the harm they doe to 
the natural beauty) doe mach prejudice the health, 
of the body : for it is very certain that all'paiutinga^ 
and colourings made of minerals or half minerals, 
as iron, brass, lead, tiun, sublimates, cerusse, cam- 
phire, juice of lemons, plume alume, salt peeter^ 
vitriol, and all manner of saltes, and sortes of 
alumes (a^s hath \)\a declared) are very offensive to 
the complexion of the face ; wherefore if there be^ 
no remedy, but women will be meddling with this, 
arte of polishing, let theiq insteede of those mine- 
ral stufies, use the remedies following; 

' Of suche helpes ofheauty as may sqfely be used with^ 

out danger, 

' There is nothing in the world which doth more 
beautifie and adorne a woman, than cheerefuln(^ss 
and contentment: for it is not the red ami while 
which giveth the gratious perfection of beauty, but 
certain sparkling notes and touches of amiable 
cheerfulnesse accompanying the same ; the trueth 
whereof may appear in a discontented woman^ 
otherwise exceeding faire, who at that instant will 
seera yl favoured and unlovely : as con trarie wise,, 
an hard-favoured and browne woman, being merry^^ 
pleasant, an4 jocund, will seem sufficient beau* 
tiful. , . 

'' Secondly- honesty : becau^^e though a woman b^ 
felt and merry^ and, yet bq dishonest, she must 
B^eds seem most bugly to an ingenuous and honest 
uind. 

* Thirdly wisdome : for a foolish, vain, giggling 
dame., cannot be reputed fair, insomuch as she hath 
aaiiiipttroaadfiQllttted.uuQd, ^ 
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' But hereof stifficient, till a further opportunitie 
be ministefed. Mean while, if any be desirous to 
be more satisfied in this point, I referre them to an 
orition or treatise of ^<azianzen's concerning this 
matter/ 

Thus far Lomatius ; and as I have not been able 
to procure the treatise he refers to, I could wish 
with all my heart that the ladies would lay aside 
their paint for a few weeks, and make trial of his 
receipt. It will indeed cost them some trouble; 
and may possibly require a little alteration in theif 
manner of living: but 1 will venture to assert, that 
the united toilettes of a hundred women of fashion 
cannot furnish a composition that will be half SQ 
efficacious. 



No. 159. THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1759, ' 



Old as I am, my curiosity carried me the ot 
night to see the new dramatic satire, culled ii 
Apprentice, which, considering the present i 
mic madness for theatrical employments ni| 
through the lower ranks of people, will 1 hope b« 
serviceable to cure the English mob pf that idle 
order, as the. immortal work of Cervantes was 
exorcise from the breasts of the Spanish nobility 
demon of knight eri-antry. The piece is new i 
entertaining, and has received no inconside; 
advantages from the masterly performance . oi 
principal comedian, who, with a true genius &r 
stage, has very naturally represented the 
tible insufficiency of a pert preteD8i9B ta it. 4(«i 
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flHnm to my lodgiugs I found the folloi^ing letter 
on my table : 

To Mr. Fit^Adam. 

Among the many benevolent designs which have 

adorned the present well-disposed age, I remember 

to have read one a few years ago, in a periodical 

pamphletj intitled^ ' A proposal for building an 

nospital for decayed authors/ which gave me, and 

many other charitable people, much satisfaction. If 

the aged, the lame, and the blind are proper objects 

of oompassioiiy how much more so arc those, who 

(if I may use the expression) have mutilated their 

uiderstandings by an application to an art which 

incapacitates its professors for all other pursuits ! 

How many sublime geniuses have we daily seen, who 

•corningtne mechanic drudgeries to which they have 

been destined by their muck-worm parents, have so 

feailQd their mmds with Pierian delicacies, as to 

kave their bodies to perish through nakedness and 

hunger ! 

Having heard that the author of that essay made 
aa impression not only upon those who shed often 
file tears of pi^» bot even upon usurers, attorn ies, 
ttd sober trademen, I have ventured, by the con- 
veyance of your paper, to lay my thoughts before 
Ae poblicj in compassion to the distresses of an- 
other order of men, who, in a subordinate degree, 
tol n» connected with the sublime race of authors, and, 
b<l li retainers to the muses, claim mine and your as- 
iM nrtince. The persons I mean are such as, either 
bbl fam the want of ambition or capacity, are prevent- 
f f td from soaring high enough to oblige mankind 
•ith their own conceptions, and yet having a taste 
nrl tion above handling a yard, or engros$;ing 

J icnty entertsin and instruct the rest of their 
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species by retaHiug the thoughts bf others, and smi*^ 
mating their own carcases with ihe everliTiag se^, 
timents of heroes, heroines, wits, and legislators* 
These gentlemen and ladies, whilst they are resi- 
dent in London, are called in plain Englisn, victors ; 
but when they condescend to exhibit their illustrious 
personages in the country, the commoQ people dis^ 
tinguish them by the name of sTiLG£-PLAY£RS,^ 
the rural gentry by the uncivil appellation of strol- 
lers, and a more unmannerly act of parliament by 
the names of vagrants and vagabonds. Such^ 
sir, is the present ill-bred dialect of our common 
statute law. 

I must confess it has grieved me nota little^ wbea 
I have beheld a theatrical veteran, who has served all 
the campaigns of Alexander, JuliusCsesar, andHenry 
the fifth, cast off by cruel fate, or the caprice of a 
manager, and condemned (in the tragic words of % 
celebrated poet) 

y, • 

' to heg his bitter bread 
Through realrnu hit valour tat^d: 

but judge, Mr. Fitz-Adam, what must havebeon my 
anxiety, when I have heard that a truly christian 
actor (which is no small miracle in our days) who 
has inoffensively trod the stage many years without 
ever molesting our passions, or breaking the com- 
mandment by representing the likawss <tf any thing 
upon the earth, should be discarded merely upon- 
the. account of this his qui/et deportment,, and sent 
to eat the unmuse-like bread of industry, behind 
the entrenchment of a counter ! Shall a man, bora 
with a soul aspiring to imitate the rapine of a Baja-^ 
zet, or a woman with a heart burning to emulate the 
whoredoms of a Cleopatra^ be sent, the one to weigh 
out sugar and spices to dirty mechanics, and the 
ither. to be f:ruelly fetteced in tb0 bonds of rnatd* 



Mony, among ft phlegttoatic race of creatures, where 
^dittstity k'reclmied avirtae? Indeed, sir, when 
yott come seriously to think of these things, 1 dare 
^say you will lament with me, that in all this hot- 
pitat-^eTectlng town there is no charitable asylum 
yet ibcinded for these unfortunate representatives 
of the -greaitdst personages that ever trod tlie stage 
of earth. 

We- are told by Hamlet^ that it is not impossible 
to trace Aleicander^s carcase, after his world-con- 
quering spirit had left it, to the stopping of a bung- 
wle : but tiietfainks it would not* be decent for so 
tivilised a nation as our own, to suffer any living 
hero to be to redded by* fortune, as to stop that 
place which the tfea(2 Macedonian monarch was 
lnpfK)8ed to perform the office of clay to. In plain 
English, would it not be shocking to see a fiue per- 
Tiwig-paled emperor, whom we have beheld ascend 
the capitol ad Julius Cesar, degraded to fill Hniall- 
]>eer barrels at Hockley-in-theHoie ? 

To what base uses may we turn f 

•But that such heart-breaking anticipations may not 
>ireigh iipon the spirits of* these theatrical geniuses, 
'^He tfa«y iare bringing the stately persona&^es of 
antiquity before our eyes; and that our Pyrrhuses, 
-Tamerlanes, khd Marc Antonies, even though itine- 
famt, may not siieak into the sheepish look of tay- 
toa> by Iforeboding that the cruel lot of fate may 
«re long destine those legs, which are now adorned 
With the regal buskin, to cross one another again 
Upon sm cibsMmre shop-board in a garret ; I say, that 
"Wc may drive misery from the minds' of these wor- 
tfatev^'When she puts on such horrid shapes, I would 
ptopose to the nobility and gentry of this metropo- 
lis a subsscriptkki for raising an hospital for decayed 
•don: 1^ actreMesy that our perK)rmtrs.may cou- 

c2 
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stantly be cherished with the aasuratice that meagre 
want shall Dever grin at their royal heels> and that 
whenever age^ accident^ or the caprice of the towa 
.deprives those of their heroic callings, who forta* 
Jiately have escaped violent deaths (for these re* 
presentatives of heroes are soiiietimes knawa to 
imitate their originals, and as the poet sings/ 



ere witure hidtlhem dk» 



Fatt takes them early to the pitying tkify 

they will be supported whilst alive ; and, tcAen ik$ 
■sisiers three shall ^lit the fyuil thread, they .may be 
t*nabled to make an exit as they have lived, in 
xnimi^tic grandeur, and have the insignia of their 
honours carried before them to the graves lightUtt 
mansion. 

If I find the generality of your riders are Im^ 
clined to encourage this useful charity, I will take 
the liberty to ofler to them a plan for the building 
such an hospitali a scheme for the raising a fund for 
its support, to point out w^hat qualifications are ne- 
cessary to entitle a candidate to a place in it, and, 
last of all, to recapitulate the many advantages that 
must necessarily be derived to society from bo laud- 
able an undertaking. 

But that no well-disposed persons may be in- 
fluenced by the uncharitable insinuation thatti 
have some strlBsh views in the erecting this hospital, 
I think it absolutely necessary to declare^ that! am 
neither an unemployed physician, an unpractised 
surgeon, nor a drugless apothecary ; nor oo I any 
other way expect either emolument or pleamire from 
the institution, than in that sweetest of sensations 
which the heart feels in having contributed to the 
relief of others, which always rises in proportion 
.to the object. What then, and bow great must be 



niike, -lioiiaT^ contributed to the comfort of so il- 
logtrioiiiB a race of wortkies ! 

J fun, with very sincere esteem. 
Sir, 
Your most humble faitf(ful servant, 

•A.Z. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

1 THiNK^ sir, more than three years are past, since 
you began to bestow your labours on the reformat 
don of the follies of the age. You have more than 
once fainted at the great success that has attended 
yiour etideanpurs ; but surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you 
deceive yourself. Which of your papers have ef- 
fectuated any real amendment ? Have fewer fools 
l^e toi, or returned from France, since you com- 
menced author ? or have fewer French follies been 
pircfaased or propagated by those who neyer were 
m France ? ]>o not women, dressed French, still 
tgsoe from houses dressed Chinese, to theatres 
dresed Italian, in spite of your grave admonitions ? 
Do ^e young men wear less claret, or the beauties 
kft ron^, in obedience to your lectures ? Do men 
of &Bfaioii> who used to fling for a thousand pounds 
a throw, now cast only for five hundred ? or if they 
ahoold^ do you impute it to Your credit with Them, 
or to Th«ir irant of credit ? I do not mean, sir, to 
depreciate the merit of your lucubrations : in point 
hf- effeol* I believe they have operated as great re- 
lormation as the discourses of the divine Socrates, 
Iff the. sonnotaa of tho affecting Ti^lotson^ I really 

c3 
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believe you would have corrected that yotmg Atbe* 
tiian marquis^ Alcibiades, as soon as his phikMOpbiC 
preceptor. .What I would urge is, that all the 
preachers in the world, whether jocose, satyric, se- 
vere, or damnatory, will never be able to bring 
about a reformation of manners, by the mere charms 
of their eloquence or exhortation. You cannot 
imagine, Mr. Fiiz-Adam, how luuch edge it would 
give to your wit to be backed by a little temporal 
ajithority . We may in ya^iu regret the ^impKciiy of 
manners of our ancestors, while there are no sump^ 
tuary laws to restrain luxury* no ecclesiastical cen- 
sures to castigate vice. I shall offex to your readers 
an instance or two, to elucidate the monstrous dis- 
proportion between our riches and extravagance^ 
and the frugality of (brmer times ; and then pro- 
duce some of the wholesome censures and penal- 
ties, which the dders of the church vrtrt ■ em- 
powered to impose on persons of tbe 6rst rank, 
who contravened the established rules of sobriety 
and decorum* 

How would our progenitors have been astonished 
^ reading the very first article in the late will of a 
grocer I Imprimis, I give to my dear wife one him* 
dred thousand pounds. A sum exceeding a benevo- 
lence, or two subsidies, some ages ago. Nor was 
this enormous legacy half the personal estate of tbe 
above«^mentioned tradesman, on wliom I am far 
from designing to reflect : be raised his fortune fao- 
tiestly and industriously : but I hope some future 
antiquarian, struck with the prodigality of tbe ttmes^ 
will compute how much sugar and plumbs have 
been wasted weekly in One incousideraible parish in 
London, or even in one « or two streets in that pa- 
rish, before a single shop-keeper could have raised 
four hundred thousand pounds by vetaiUng these 
%Qd such-like commodities. Now let us turn our 



€yea back to the year 1385, and we shalf find nei 
lew -a |M»r8on than the incomparal)lc and virtuous 
lady Joan, princess dolvager of Wales, by her last 
will and testament, bequeathing the followiiig sim- 
ple moveables; and we may well believe thev were 
the most valuable of her poissessions, as she clivided 
them between her son the king, and her other chiU 
dren. To her son king Richard, she gave her new 
bed of red velvet, embroidered with ostrich feathers 
of silver, and heads of leopards of gold, with boughtf 
and leaves proceeding from their mouths. Also to 
her SOD Thomas, earl of Kent, her bed of red camak, 
paled with red, and rays of gold ; and to John HoU 
land, ber other son, one bed of red canaak. Tlieso 
partipular» are faithfully copied from Dugdale, voL 
2. p. 94, an instance of simplicity and modoratioa 
in 80 ffreat and illustrious a princess, which I fear I 
should in vain recommend to my contemporaries, 
and which is only likely to be imitated, as all her 
other Tirtues are, by the true representative of her 
fortune aad- excellence. 

I come now, sir« to those proper checks upon li- 
centiofiisnesss whi^rh, though calculated to serve the 
views of a popish clergy, were undoubtedly great 
festsaints upon immorality and indecency, and we 
may lament- that such sober institutions were abo- 
lished with the real abuses of popery. Our ecclc* 
ttaittc SEoperiors had power to lay such fines and 
nuleta upon wantonness, as might raise a revenuo 
Id the church and poor, and at the same time leav^ 
tiie lordly transgressors at liberty to enjoy their 
darling raibles, if they would but pay for them. 
Adultery* fornication, drunkenness, and the other 
amusements of people of fashion, it would have 
ba^n in vain to subject to corporeal punishments. 
To ridicule those vices, and laugh them out of datQ 
byTatlersj Spectators^ aud Worlds^ wasuot lb« 



talentof monk^ and confessors, wheat best t>hly knew 
how to wrap up very coarse teinis in very baW Latin 
and jingling verses. The clergy 'steered k third 
tcour^e, and assnnied a province, which I could 
wish, Mr Fitz-Adam, was a little (connected with 
your censorial aijrthority. If you had ^iower to 
oblige yoijr feir readers and ofFenders to do penance 
!n clean linen, for almost wearing^ no linen at -ill, I 
belitjve it would be an excellent supplemerit to ydur 
p2£per of May the 24^th, 17.53. The wisest exercise 
that I meet recorded of this power of inflicting pe- 
nance, is mentioned by the same g«rtrc anther, from 
whom I copied the will above-mentioned : it hap- 
Jjened in the year 1 860, in the case of a very exalted 
personage, and shews how little the highest bifth 
could exempt from the severe inspecti'on of "diose 
judges of manners. The lady Elizabeth, daughter 
of the marquis of Juliers, and widow of John rian* 
tagenet earl of Kent, uncle of the princess Joan 
above-mentioned i having on the death t)f the earl 
her husband retired to the monastery of Waverley, 
did (I suppose immediately) make a vow of chastity, 
fcnd was solemnly veiled a ntin there by William de 
Edendbn,'bisbop of Winchester. Somehow or other 
it happened, that about eight years aftcn^'ards, sister 
Elizabeth of Waverley became enamoured of a good- 
ly knight, called'sir Eustace Dawbridgcourt, smit- 
ten (as tradition says she affirmed) by his extreme 
Resemblance to her late lord ; though, as other cre- 
dible writers affirm, he was considerably you h'ger : 
*nd notwithstanding her vows of continence, Vhich 
could not bind her conscience, and, in spite'of her 
confinement, which was not strong enough to detain 
k lady "of her great quality, she was clandestinely 
married to her paramour in a certaih chapel of the 
hiansion-bouse of Robert de Brome, a canon of the 
*ollegia^<5 chu«ch f^^ Wyngham, ^thout any licence 
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from the arcbbisbop of Canterbury, by one Sir 
John Ireland, a priest, before the suii-risiiig, upoa 
Michaelmas day, in the 34th of Edward the third. 
. Not^'ithstanding the great scandiil such an inde- 
corum must have given, it is evident from the sub« 
servience of two priests to her desires, that her 
rank of princess or the blood set her above all ap« 
prehension of punishment for the breach of her mo* 
nasttc vows; yet it is evident from the sequel of the 
story, that her diguity could not exempt her from 
such proper censures and penalties, as might deter 
others from commission of the like oflences; as 
might daily and frequently expose the lady herself 
to blushes for her miscarriage ; and as might drav 
comfort to. the poor, from taxing the inordinate 
gratification of tne appetites of their superiors : a 
sort of comfort, which, to do them justice, the poor 
are apt to take as kindly, as the relief of their owu 
wanta^ 

My author says, vol. 2, page 95, that the lady dow* 
ageraad her young husbana being persooaliy con- 
vened before the Archbishop ol'Cauterburv for the 
aid transgression, at his manor-house of (laghfeld, 
upon the seventh ides of April, the Archbishop for 
their penance enjoined them to find a priest to ce- 
lebrate divine service daily for Them, the said sir 
Evstaceand Elizabeth, and for Him, the archbishop; 
besides a large quantity of penitential psalms, pa- 
ter-Qoatera, and aves, which were to be daily re- 
peated by the priests and the transgressors. His 
ffrace moreover ordered the lady Elizalieth (whom 
for some reasor^, best known to himself, I suppose 
lie regarded as the seducer) to go once a year on 
fooi Ia pilgrimage to the tomb of that glorious 
joattyr, St. Thomas of Canterbury ; and once every 
|[^eek during her life to fast on bread and diink, and 
4ims8 of poUage^ wearing no smock^ especially ia 
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the absence of lier husband ; a penance tliat twist 
appear whimsical to us, and not a little partial to 
sir Eustace, whom the archbishop seem^ in* more 
Respects than one to have considered rather as dis- 
<)bedient to the tanoiis, than guilty of much volup* 
tuousness by his wedlock. But the most remark* 
tible articles of the penance were the two folknving. 
The archbishop appointed the said sir Eustace and 
the lady Elis^abeth, that the next d^y after any re* 
J)etition of their transgression -had passed betwecm 
them, they should competently relieve six poor 
people; and J)oth of them that day to abstain^irom 
some dish of flesh or fish, whereof they did most 
idesire to eat. 

Such \^'as i^te simplicity t>f ' our ancestors. 
Such were the wholesome severities to which the 
greatest dathes and most licentious young lords 
were subject in those well-meaning times. But 
though I approve the morality of such corrections, 
Smd perhaps think that a degree of such power 
Inight' be safely lodged in the hands of our great 
and good prelates ; yet I am not so bigotted to* an- 
tiquity as to approve either the articles 6f the pe* 
nan Ce, or to think that they could be reconciled to 
the difference of modern times and customs. Pa- 
ter-nosters and aves might be supplied by praiyers 
and litanies of a more protestant complexion. In- 
stead of a pilgrimage on foot to Canterbury, if an 
inordinate -matron were compelled to walk to Rane- 
iagh, I believe the pienance might be sevdre en()nffh 
for the delicacy of modern constitutions. For the 
^article of leaving oiF a shift,' considering that the 
tipper half is already laid aside, perhaps Ui oblige 
a lady-offender to wear a whole shift, inight be 
thought a sufficient punishment; fbrwise legislating 
will allow a latitude of interpretation to their laws, 
to be v^rjpfl a/^rorriing *o the fluctuating tronditittt 
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of times tnd seasons. What most offends me, aud. 
wiiLcb is by no means proper for modern imitation^ 
is the article thai: prescribes charity to the poor> 
and restriction from eating of a favourite dish, af- 
ter the performance of certain mysteries. If the 
right reverend father was determined to make tiie. 
Is^y £lizabetb ashamed oi her incontinence, iu 
trath be lighted upon a very adequate expedient^' 
though not a very wise one ; for as devotion and, 
charity are observed to increase with increa.se .qf. 
years, the bishop's injunction tended to nothing but 
to lessen the benefactions of the offenders as they 
grew older, by the conditions to which he limited 
their largess. 

One can scarce reflect without a smile on the 
troops of beggars waiting every moiOMng at sir £ur» 
stace's gate, till he and his lady arose, to know 
whether their wants were to be relieved. One musk 
not word, but one cannot help imagining the stile 
of a modern footman, when ordered' at breakfast by 
his master and lady to go and send away the beg- 
gars, for they were to have nothing that morning; 
One might even suppose the good lady pouting st 
little, as she gave him the message. But were such 
a penaoce really enjoined now, what a fund of hu«i 
moor and wit would it open to> people of fashion*, 
invited, to dine with two illustrious penitents under, 
this circumstance i As their wit is never indeli* 
cate ; as the subject is inexhaustible; and. as th^. 
ideas on such an occasion must be a little corporeal, 
what bon wots, wrapped up indeed, but still intel-^ 
ligibk enough, would attend the arrival of every 
new French dish, which sir Eustace or my ladyr 
would be concluded to like, and would decline to^ 
taste ! — But I fear J have transgressed the boundsc 
of a letter. You,^ Mr. Fitz-Adam, who sway thoC 
€ei^9$]^ial rodL with the greatest lenity, aB4 yAiXH 
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M'ould blush to put your fair penitents to the blush^ 
might be safely tru^ed with the powers I recom- 
mend. Human weaknesses, and human follies, are 
very different : continue to attack the latter ; con* 
tinue to pity the former. An ancient lad 3r might 
resist wearing pink ; a matron who cannot resist the 
powers of sir Eustace Dawbridgcourt, is not a to- 
pic for satire but compassion ; as yon, who are the 
best-natured writer of the age, will I am sure agroi 
to think, with, sir, 

Yowr cwutant reader and humble Kfroitf , 

Thomas Heakne, jftrir. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

By a very tender letter, in one of 5rour pnperSy 
irom an officer's wife, we have seen the distresses of 
a father and mother, and the misconduct of a 
daughter, whose meekness and gentleness of temper' 
have drawn upon herself and family the utmost mi* 
«ery and distress. Give me leave to lay before you 
a character of another kind, the too great gentleness 
and weakness of a son. 

In the forty-second year of my age, I was left a 
•widower, with an only son of seven years old, who 
was so exact a likeness ofr his mother, both in 
person and disposition, that from that circumstance 
alone I could never prevail upon myself to marry 
again. The image of the es^cellent women I had 
lost was perpetually before my eyes, and recalled 
Psk my mamory tiie many endearing scenes «f iove 
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and aflection thftt had past behreen os. v I heard 
faervoice>I saw her mien^ and I beheld her^niles 
in my aon* I resolved therefore to cultivate this 
tender plant with more than common care *, and I 
endeavoured to take such proper advantages of his 
puerile age and hopeful temper, as might enfi;age 
iiim to me, not more from moral duty, than ^rom 
real inclination and attachment. My point was to 
make him my friend : and I so far succeeded in 
that point, that tilJ he was seventeen years old, he 
constantly chose my company preferable to any 
other. 

I should have told you that I placed him early 
at a great school : and to avoid the mischiefs that 
sometimes arise from boarding at a distance from 
parents, I took a house near the sl-hool, and kept 
him under my own eye, inviting constantly such of 
^is schoolfellows to amuse him, as were pointed 
out to me by the master, or were chosen by my own 
discernment, in consequence of my ton's recOm* 
menifation. All things went on in the most pro« 
misfng train ; but still I saw in him a certain easi- 
ness of temper, and an excess of what is falsely 
called good'tuuurc, but is real xvfakttessi which I 
ksLT^d must prove of dreadflil consequence to him^ 
whenever he should tread the stage of the great 
world. However, it now grew time to advance 
him to the university: and h^ went thither, I can 
With truth say it, as fVee from vice, and as full of 
virtue^ as the fondest parent could desire. What 
iSAded farther to my faopfcs was his strength of body, 
tbd the natural abhorrence which he had to wine, 
even almost to a degree of loathing. 
- When he was settled at college, I insisted upon 
his writing to me once a week ; and I constantly 
answered his letters in the style and manner which 
I thought most conducible to the improvement of 
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his knowledge; and the extension and freedom of 
his thoughts. During some time our- mutual cor- 
respondence was kept .up with gv^at punctuality 
and chearfulness.; but in less, .than two months itt 
drooped and grew languid on his side ; aad the let-« 
ters I received from him contained js^ldom mor«s 
than three lines,. telling me, ' that he was much en-» 
gaged in his studies, and that the departiag post-t 
boy hindered him from adding more than that. her 
was my dutiful son.! 

Not to trouble, you with too many particulars, iu, > 
six months after he had been at the university I, 
made him. a vi^t; but I cannot find word^ to-^ ex- 
press the astonishment, I .felt, in discovering> my •. 
gentle, Qasy, .sweet-natured son, not only .tu-rned/ 
into a BycK, but a Politician. . Never was any- 
young man less fitted for either of those.charactera;..?. 
never ,any young man entered deeper inlo both... 
He was a Buck >vithout spirit or ill-nature,, and a,- 
PoLiTici AN .without, the least Jen owledgfi of our» • 
laws, history, pr constitution. . His only preteucei 
to BucKiSM was his affected love of wine ; his pnlv: 
skill in. Pqlitjcs was the art of jumbling a parceli 
of words together, and applying tliem, as-'he ima-% 
gined, yery properly to .the times. • By tlws mear\S' 
he became distinguished among his associates . as# 
the jolliest, bonestest toast-master in the university^*. 
But, alas ! this was a part assumed by my soD^from; ; 
a desire of pleasing,, mixed with a .dread of oflieod— 
ing thepersQiLS into whose clubs and bumper-cere- 
monies <he. had unhappily enlisted himself. . Poor-.* 
miserably yQUth!. he was acting, in opposition tat 
his own nature, of which had he followed the die-, 
tates he woujd neither have meddled -with party, 

I>olitic^,,nor win^; but ^ould h^ive fulfilled>. or at; 
ea^t have aim«d! at, ;thai; bitautiful charact^ .oC: 
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'Pamphilas in Terence, ao well delineated in the 
•Bevii of sir Richard Steele's Couscious Lovers. 

To preserre his health, I withdrew him from the 
mtiversitj as expeditioasly and with as little noise 
as I could, and brought him home, perfectly re- 
stored, as I vainly imagined, to himself. But 1 Mas 
mistaken. The last person who was with him, al- 
ways commanded him. The companions of his 
midnight hours obliterated his duty to his father, 
'and, notwithstanding his good sense, made hint, 
L'ke the beast in the fable, fancy himself a lion, be- 
cause he had put on the lion's skin. With the same 
disposition, had he been a woman, he m\ist hare 
been a prostitute ; not so much from ovil desires, 
96 from the impossibility of denying a request. He 
worshipped vice, as the Indians do the devil, not 
from inclination, but timidity. He bought intem- 
perance at the price of his li^ ; his health paid the 
interest-mene\ during many months of a misei*able 
decay; at leugth his deaths little more than* two 
'years ago, discharged the debt entirely, and left me 
widi the sad consolation of having performed my 
duty to him, from the time I lost his mother till the 
time he expired in my arms. 

I have borne my loss 4ike a man ; but I have of- 
ten- lamented the untowardness of my fate, which 
matched fnom mean only child, whose disposition 
%as most amiable, but* whose virtues had not suf- 
ficient strength to support themselves. He was too 
modest to be resolute ; too sincere to be wary ; too 
gentle to ftppose; too humble to keep up his dignity. 
This perhaps was* the singular part of his character; 
b«C lie had other faults in common with his contem- 
poraries ; he mistook prejudices for principles; he 
thought the retraction of an error a deviation from^ 
honour ; his aversions arose rather from names 
than persons ; he called obstinacy steadiness ; and 

d2 
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he imagined that no friendship ought ever to he 
broken^ which had been begun, like the orgies of 
Bacchus, ami<Mthe frantic reveU of wine. 

Thus, sir, I have set before you, I hope without 
.any acrimony, the source and progress of my irre- 
parable misfortune. It will be your part to warn 
the rising generation, in what manner to avoid the 
terrible rocks of mistaken honour, and too pliant 
good-nature. 

In the last century, the false notions of honour 
destroyed our youth by fashionable duels; and they 
were induced to murder each other by visionary 
crowns of applause. The false notions of honour 
in the present age, destroy our youth by the force 
of bumpers, ana the mad conseouences arising from 
^very kind of liquor that can mtoxicate and over- 
turn sense, reason, and reflection. Why ^re not 
healths to be eaten as well as drank ? Why may 
not the spells and magic arising from mouthfuls of 
beef and mutton, be as efficacious towards the ac* 
complishment of our wishes, as gallons of port, or 
overflowing bowls of punch? Certainly they mighU 
I hope therefore that by your public admonition, 
the young men of our days, who eat much less than 
they drink, may drink much less than they eat : 
;ind I must farther add, that as it mav be daiigeroug 
to abolish customs so long established, I humbly 
advise that you permit them to ctu as many hfidUfU 
9;} they please, 

I am. Sir, 

Your cottstani reader 

and ntost humble servant. 
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It has' been my- weekly endeavour, for some years, 
to entertain and instruct the public to the best- of 
iny abilities. Th«it I am thought entertaining is 
beyond dispute; for as no one peruses a periodic*at 
paper for conscience sake, or by way of penance, it 
Is evident, that, since I am readi, I please. 
' How fer I may hare attained the other purpose of 
my papers, that of instructing, is another question, 
and which'cannot easily be resolved. The pen of a 
>rriter,'Uke the hand of time, works imperceptibly ; 
and perhaps the reformation, which may be occa- 
sioned by these my labours, will not be completed 
in less than a century. Thus much however I 
may venture to -affirm, that I have done no harm. 
All my contemporaries may not, perhaps, be able to 
say as much for their writings. People of fashion 
have not more' abounded in thoughtlessness and 
prodtgality since the publication of the World. 
Legal debts are no worse paid than tht*y were for- 
merly ; nor have the weekly bills of adultery con* 
Merably increased. Though I may not have been 
able to hew off' the marble, -and bring out the man, 
I have spoilt the block; and some happier artist 
may yet exercise his chizel upon it. 

It has always *been my particular endeavour to 
avoid blame; for to please every body is a vain 
attempt : and yet to meet with censure where ap- 
plause was due, is affecting to a generous spirit: such 
nas been my lot. Many of my readers will hardly 
believe me when Itell them, that I have been cen- 
tred for not writing in a serious manner. The ac- 
cnsatioii is indeed severe ; for it implies that I have 
iiistaken-the genius of tbe peopl«> ^e^^iottSBess-if 
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not, I think, the present disposition of Britons^ 
however they may have been celebrated for that 
quality in former times. Why then should I be se- 
rious, who write for the youthful, the well dressed, 
and /or eveiy body one knows T The very word $tru 
ousness is expelled from polite life ; it is never men* 
tioned at all, but in some account of the author, or 
in funeral panegyrics; and even then it is only 
applied to writers of good books^ or to ancient 
maiden gentlewomen. What then has poor Adam 
Fitz-Adam done, that he should be obhged to turn 
parson, ^nd write seriously f 

But there are certain seasons and occasions, that 
call upon me for real seriousness; occasions wher^ 
humour and ridicule would be ill*applied, and just« 
ly censurable. Such is the present ; when on the 
morrow of this day a general humiliation is appoint* 
f d, to deprecate the Divine displeasure^ and to im-> 
plore deliverance from those dreadful devastations 
which have so lately alarmed or destroyed a neigh- 
bouring people, and laid their metropolis in ruins. 
For an occasion so solemn, I have reserved a letter 
which I received some time since from a very valu^ 
able correspondent, and which I shall here lay be- 
fore my readers, as the properest preparation that 
I am able to present them with. 



To Mr. FiTz-A£>AM^ 

Sir, 

I shall make no apology for addressing the pub-» 
lie, by the channel of your paper, on an occurrence 
tltat has so lately and justly alarmed us ; I mean the 
desolation of Lisbon and the adjacent country. The 
terror we express, on the bare hearing of that d is* 
Unt c^amity^ strongly implies the relation we Im;m^ 
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as men to the unhappy sufferers ; and the pity and 
support we give them, shew how readily we sup- 
pose the case might have been our own. Nor are 
we indeed wholly exempted from a share in thft> 
event : we are not destroyed, but we are admonish- 
ed. In this sense the shock was general ; and though 
the blow was partial, the warning is universal. 

Among the many hints of improvements suggest* 
ed by so awful a devastation, the necessity of a 
general reformation seems a very obvious one. A 
9mall acquaintance with mankind will shew us how 
vice and immorality prevail, under the specious, 
names of custom and politeness ; while virtue, if not 
lidicnled, is too oflen and generally neglected. Ir- 
itligion and profaneness furnish constant matter of 
reproof for the pulpit : and the enormities that at-^ 
tend them, employment for the hand of justice. If 
then the Divine displeasure is to be dr(;aded for th« 
impieties of a nation> how small is our security I 

We join in our concern for a people or city» 
mined by so fatal and sudden a stroke as an earth* 
quake, and image to ourselves the horrors of tho 
Sjcene ; but how faintly ! for who can fully describe 
a distress which guilt can only aggravate, and the 
testimony of a good conscience only alleviate i 

The instability of all earthly good, is a truth sa 
well known both from precept and experience, that 
it may be thought unnecessary to consider it here,t 
^s another lesson contained in so melancholy a pro- 
vidence : bqt to me there appears something more- 
striking in the ruins of an earthquake, than the usual 
vicissitudes of life subject us to. In the ordinary 
<;banges of life, the loss of wealth,honour, and frienda 
is often gradual and expected ; and our resignation^^ 
in proportion less painful : we are (if I may be aU 
lowed thjB expression) weaned from enjoyments wo^ 
know are so precarious ; but to be robbed at onc^ 



of all we have, and all we love/and perhaps survive 
the sad spectators ef our own ruin, is to be attacked 
when'we are at least on our guard, and to feel the 
evils of a whole life in a moment. If we loiok round 
us, we shall see what unwearied application and 
prudent circumspection are necessary to obviate 
the misfortunes we daily encounter ; but what ap- 
plication can befriend, what circumspection Warn, 
when rocks fail us, and seas overwhelm us ? 

Another lesson we may learn from this calamity^ 
iM humility; What weak pretensions to pre-emi- 
nence are riches, honour and applause, when a mo- 
ment can efface them ? Death, in his usual progress, 
•hews us their insufficiency ; but by slower at^ 
proaches. The trophy out-lives the hero, and the 
monument the patriot ; wealth and titles descend 
to future generations ; and though the prince and 
the peasant meet the same fate, the eulogy of the 
one survives, and distinguishes him from the other. 
biHt here all characters are blended, distinctions lost, 
the rich levelled, and the ambitious humbled. Such 
fl general confusion may well alarm us, and mttke 
tls look with indifference on the objects of our pre- 
sent envy: for what is treasure but a security 
against want ! and what is important, that is not 
permanent ? 

But not to dwell any longer on particulars, which 
every one's reflections will naturally enlarge on, we 
have here a faint picture of that awful day, ' when 
the elements shall mi^lt with fervent heat, and the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise.* The 
reader will, 1 doubt not, be pleased with a descrip- 
tion of this scene, as given us by a celebrated genius* 
^f the present age : 



At the deti'm*d hour, 



"^v Vi€'loUd trUaAjtettmnman'd to thith'argt^ 
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See aU the/ermidahle iont tffi^e, 

Eruptiotii, earihqtuiheSf Ofmtti, Ugktningt, ptap» 

Tkeir ifarmit enginet i allot cnee ditgorge 

Their blazing magtaines ; and take by florm 

ThU poor terrettrial citadel cfman, 

Amazino PsmiOD I when each mountain height 

Qut^una. vb9uvxv» ! rockt eternal pour 

Thehr meUe4 mau, at rivert once they pour*d y 

Stars rushf andjmal wivjierctly drives 4^ 

Her jplough-sharc o'^r creation ! 



m 



The recital of such sodden and universal desobr 
titm fills us with terror, and we shudder at the pro* 
«pect of a catastrophe, in which each of tiA shaii be 
80 immediately concerned. But our interest in it 
will appear in a stronger light, if we consider this 
change of things as th^ prelude of an unchangeable 
and eternal state of happiness o^ misery. Our best 
efforts here are mixed with many imperfectioni^ 
and onr best enjoyments liable to^ frequent disapr 
pointments ; but when life's drama is completed^the 
applause or censure of an unerring Judge shall de** 
termine how far we have acted the different cha^ 
racters allotted us with propriety : the dissolution 
of earthly felicity shall be succeeded by the more 
substantial joys of heaven ; and even those joys shall 
Im^ heightened by their duration, 

C.B. 



BE 
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Xhc^V ^^ ^n ancient sect of philosophers, the 
jliscipleji of Pythagoras, who held, that the souls of 
men and al| o^her animals existed in a state of per- 
petual transmigrati<>n» JMiid that when b^. death tbejr 



■-T» 
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were dislodged from one corporeal habitation, they 
were immedjately -reinstated in another, happier or 
more miserable, according to their behaviour in the 
former : so thkt when any person made his exit 
from the stage of this world, he was supposed only 
to retire behind the scenes to be new dressed, and 
to have a new part assigned him, more or less agree- 
able, in proportion to the merit af his perforinance 
< in the last. 

This doctrine of transmigration, I .must own, was 
lilways a very* favourite tenet of mine,, and always 
appeared to me one of the most rational guesses of 
the human mind into a future state. I shall here 
"therefore endeavour to shew the great probability 
of its truth from the following consideration^. 
Tirstjfrom its justice ; secondly, from its utility ; an4, 
-lastly, from the difficulties we lie under to accoant 
€or the 'sufferings of many innocent creatures with- 
out it. 

First then,' the justice of this sysiem exceeds that 
of all others ; because, by it, the great law of reta- 
liation may be more strictly adhered to : for, by 
means of this metamorphosis, men may. sufl'er io 
one life the very same injuries which they have in- 
flicted in another ; and that too in the very same 
persons, by a change only in situation. Thus, for 
instance, the cruel tyrant who in one life has sported 
with the miserie&^of his slaves, may in the next feel 
all the miseries of slavery under a master as unnierri- 
fu} as himself. The relentless and unjust judge may 
be imprisoned, condemned, and hanged in his turn. 
Divines may be compelled by fire and faggot to be- 
lieve the creeds and articles they have comppsed 
for the edification of others ; and soldiers may be 
plundered and ravished in the persons of defence* 
less peasants' and innocent virgins. The lawyer re- 
idving in the character ef a client, may be tor* 
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mented with delay^ expence, uncertainty, and dis*' 
appointment; and the physician, who in one life 
has taken exorbitant fees, may be obliged to takd 
physic in another. All those who under the ho- 
nourable denomination of sportsmen, have enter- 
tained themselves i^nth the miseries and destruction 
ofwnnocent animals, may be terrified and murdered' 
in the shape of hares, partridges, and woodcocks; 
and all those who undt;r the mure illustrious title 
of heroes, have delighted in the devastation of their 
own species, may be massacred by each other in the' 
ferms of .invincible game-cocks, and pertinacious' 
boll-dogs. As fur statesmen, ministers, and all 
great men devoted to great business, they, however 
guilty, cannot be more properly, nor more severely 
punished,' tlian by being obliged to reassurtie their* 
former characters, and to live- the very same lives- 
over again. 

In the next .place, the utility of this system is' 
equal to its justice, and happily coincides with it :■ 
for by means of this transmigration, all the neces-' 
sary mconveniencies and all th&burthensome offices* 
of life being in^posed on those only, who by their* 
misbehaviour in a former state have deserved them, 
become at once just punishments to 1 hem, and at 
the same time benefits to society ; and so all those* 
wIk> have injured the public in one life by their 
vices, ^ve obliged ia another to make reparation by 
their sufieringff. Thus the tyrant, who by his powers 
has oppressed his ^country in the situation of a^ 
prince>ia.that of a slave may be compelled to do iv 
spme service by his labour. The' highwayman who- 
has stopped and plunderd travellers, may expedite* 
and assist them in the shape of a post-horse. Tho^ 
iBAtapbQrica4^ buck, who has terrified sober citizens ' 
by bis e^q^loits, converted into a real one, may make< 
them; AQMO jcompensatiea by i>is haunches.;, aiidr 
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mighty conquerors, who have laid waste the world 
by their swords, may be obliged, by a small altera-^ ■ 
tioft ia sex and situation, to contribute to its re- 
peopling, by the qualms of breeding, and the pains 
«>f childbirth; 

For my own part, I verily believe this to be th« 
cose. I make no doubt but that Lewis the four-* 
teenth is now chained to an oar in the galleys of 
f'rancOi and that Hernando Cortez is digging gold 
ill the mines of Peru or Mexico. That Turpin, th« 
highwayman, is several times a day spurred back-* 
wards and forwards between London and Epping : 
and that lord *♦♦ and sir Harry *"*♦♦ are now ac- 
tually roasting for a city feast. I question not but 
that Alexander the great, and Julius Caesar, bav« 
died many times in child'-bed since their appearance 
in those illustrious and depopulating characters; 
that Charles the twelfth is at this instant a curateV 
wife in some remote village vt^ith a numerous and 
increased family ; and that Kouli Khan is now 
whipped from. parish to parish, in the person of m 
big bellied beggar-vroman, with two children in her 
armSy and three at her back. 

La8tly> the probability of this system appeart 
from the difficulty of accounting for the sdfteringtf 
of many innocent creatures without it { for if w« 
look round us, we cannot but observe a great and 
wretched variety of this kind ; numberless animal*' 
subjected, by their own natures, to many miiperies^ 
and by our cruelties to many more : incapable of 
crimes, and con^quently incapable of deserving- 
them ; called into being, as far as we can discover^ 
only to be miserable ror the service or diversioH 
of others less meritorious than themselves ; with- 
out any possibility of preventing, deserving, or 
receiving recompence for their unhappy lot, if their 
whole Qxisteoce is oompreheaded in the Barrownn'' 
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wretched circle- of their present life. But the theory 
here inculcated, removes all these difficulties^ and 
reconciles these seemingly unjust dispensations with 
the strictest justice : it informs us, that these thett 
sufferings may be by no mean& undeserved, but the 
just punishments of their former misbehaviour in a 
state, where, by means of their very vices, they 
may have escaped them. It teaches us that the 
pursued and persecuted fox was once probably 
some crafty and rapacious minister, who had pur* 
chased by his ill-acquired wealth, that safety, which 
he cannot now procure by his flight : that the bull, 
baited with all the cruelties that human ingenuity, 
or human malevolence can invent, was once some 
relentless tyrant, who had inflicted all the tortures 
which he How endures : that the poor bird, blinded, 
imprisoned, and at last starved to death in a cage, may 
have been some unforgiving creditor : and the wi- 
dowed turtle, pining away life for thelossof her mate, 
some fashionable wife, rejoicing at the death of her 
husband, which her own ill usage had occasioned. 

Never can the delicious repast of roasted lobsters 
excite my appetite, whilst the ideas of the tortures 
in which those innocent creatures have expired, 
present themselves to my imagination. But when 
I consider that they must have once probably been 
Spaniards at Mexico, or Dutchmen at Atnboyna, I 
fail to, both with a good stomach and a good con- 
science, and please myself with the thoughts, that 
I am thus offering up a sacrifice acceptable to the 
manes of many millions of massacred Indians. Ne- 
ver can I repose myself with satisfaction-, in a 
B9st-ch^ise, whilst I look upon the starved, foun<- 
dsari^d^ ulcerated, and excoriated animals, who draw 
it^TO mere horses* condemned to such exquisite a^d 
unmetitea torments for my convenience ; but when 
I redt^ct^-^hat they tmce must undoubtedly have 

TQL. xi£es. n • 
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existed in the charactersof turnkeys of Newgate, or 
fathers of the holy inquisition, 1 gallop on with as 
much ease as expedition ; and sun perfectly satis- 
•fieri, that in pursuing nriy journey, 1 am but the ex- 
ecutioner of the strictest justice. 

1 very well know that these sentiments will be 
treated as ludicrous by many of my readers, and 
looked upon only as the productions of an exube- 
rant imagination ; but I know likewise that this is 
owing to ill-grounded pride, and false notions of 
•the dignity of human nature : for they are in them* 
selves both just and serious, and carry with them 
the strongest probability of their truth : so strong 
as it, that I cannot but hope it will have some good 
^effect on the conduct of those polite people, who 
are too sagacious, learned, and courageous to be 
kept in awe by the threats of hell and damnation : 
and I exhort every fine lady to consider how 
wretched will be her condition> if, after twenty or 
-thirty years spent at cards, in elegant rooms, kept 
warm by good fires and soft carpets, she should at 
:la^t he obliged to change places with one of her 
;<qoach-horses ; and every fine gentleman to reflect 
how much more wretched would be his, if after 
wasting his estate, his health, and his life in extra- 
Tagi^nce, indolence, and luxui*v, he should ^gaia 
jrevive ii> the situation of one of his creditors. 
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* HAT« set apart this day's paper for the miscel^i 
laneous productions of various correspondents. 

. ^ To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

. Sir, 
: I AM a citizen of no mean city ; however, m 
respect to the metropolis we are deemed the conn- 
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try, and must therefore be prescribed to by Lon* 
don, from whence, as I am told," we receive all our 
iashions. But surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, some things 
which I have seen of late are too absurd to hav* 
come from thence for our imitation, and can only havt 
been unhappy necessities in some person of vogue/ 
which others have mistaken for choice and fashion. 

A few days ago, I saw a young lady in our neigh-' 
bonrhood, who after some considerable absence from 
home, returned with her hair all off, except as much 
as might grow in a fortnight after close shaving; 
and that too standing thin and staring. I asked my 
wife when I came home, if she knew where Mis* 
GiDDYCROWN had been ; for that 1 was sadly afraid 
she had been confined in some mad -house ; for her 
bead had bsen shaved aud blistered, her hair waj^ 
but just coming on to grow again, and she had, t 
observed, a particular shy and wild lock. As this 
was the first instance of the kind ever seen here, 
my wife knew no more than myself what to make of 
it: she hoped indeed that it might possibly not be 
so bad ; that it might only be some external disor- 
der of her head : or, had Miss been married, sh* 
should have thought that her hair might possibly 
have fallen ofi'in a lyingin. 

But alas. Sir ! this disorder of the head has proved 
contagious; and being given out as the fashion, is 
prodigiously spread. Now if this be only a hum 
(as I suppose it is) upon our country apes, it being 
blown in the World will put an end to it: but if 
it be a real fashion, pray be so good as to set the 
World against it. I am sure I should be rejoiced 
to find any remedy in the World for this falling off 
of the hair; for indeed it is a very unseemly and 
frightful disorder. 

I am. Sir, 

Ygurs, T, L. 

£2 
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Mr. Fiti-Adam, 

I AM infested by a swarm of country cousins, 
that are come up to town for the winter, a« they 
call it, a whole family of them. They ferret me out 
^rom every place I go to, and it is impossible to 
stand the ridicule of being seen in their company. 

At their first coming to town, I was in a manner 
obliged to gallant them to the play; where having 
seated the mother with much ado, I offered my 
hand to the eldest of my five young cousins ; but as 
she was not dextrous enough to manage a great hoop 
with one hand only, she refused my offer, and at the 
first step fell all along. It was with great difficulty I 
got her up again ; but imagine, sir, my situation : I 
sat like a mope all the night, not daring to look up, 
for fear of catching the eyes of my acquaintance, 
who would have laughed me out of countenance. 

You may imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam^ that I con-» 
trived all manner of means to get off from any fu« 
ture engagements with my cousins ; but it has un- 
fortunately so happened, that we have met almost 
^very where. No longer ago than last night, as I 
was going into a rout, and moving towards the lady 
of the house, tp pay ipy devoirs to her, what should 
1 hear but one of the hoydens, who had not seen 
me for two or. three days, bawling out, ' O law ! 
there's my cousin 1' I advised the mother to take 
the young lady immediately back into the country ; 
for that I feared the same violence of joy which dis- 
covered itself in her voice and looks at only seeing 
me as a relation, might carry her greater lengths 
where the affection was stronger. 

My acquaintance see how I am mortified at all 
public places, and it is a standing jest with them, 
wherever they meet me, to put on the appearance 
of the profbundest respect, and to ask, ' Fray, sir, 
Ijow do your cousins do ?' 

This ads me, Mr. Fitz Adam to propose somo> 
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thing for the relief of all those whose country cou- 
sins, like mine, expect they should introduce them 
into the world ; by which means we shall avoid ap- 
pearing in a very ridiculous light : for whoever seei 
the dancing bears, must include the man who shews 
them in tiie subject for laughter. I would there- 
fore set up a person, who should be known by the 
name of Town-Usher. His business should be to 
attend closely all young ladies who never were in 
town before, to teach them to waFk into the play- 
house without tailing over the benches, to shew 
them the tombs, and the lions, and the wax work, 
and the giant, and instruct them how to wonder^ 
and shut their mouths at the same tine : for I really 
meet with so many gapers every day in the streets, 
that I am continually yawning all the way I walk. 

I shall only detain you to make one reflectiofi 
upon these journies to London. It appeas very 
odd to me that people should chuse to lea^e their 
home for two or three months, to make themselves 
Hnhappy in it the rest of their lives. My good 
cousin, the mother, thinks she has acted right in' 
shewing her children the world : and fully con- 
Tinced that they have a thorough knowledge of it, 
carries them back into the country, where they 
despise those %vith whom they formerly lived in 
intimacy and friendship, because they have nitseeii 
London. Miss walks with less pleasure about th« 
fields since her fail in the play-house, and her sisters 
are pouting all day long, because the country oao* 
afibrd them no such sighu as they saw in town. 

lam, Sir, 

Yeur great admirer, 

A. W. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to be a member of a certain 
club in this citv, where it is a stapdin^ CM^r, 'T^at? 
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the paper called the World be constantly brought 
upon the table^ with clean glasses, pipes, and tobacco, 
every Thursday after dinner.' In consequence of 
this order, a letter, or rather a petition, from one 
of your correspondents, was lately read, praying; 
that you would establish it as a law, that healths 
should be eaten, as well as drank. There appeared 
something so new and national in eating iheprospe* 
rity of our king and country, that the whole club, ynth 
a vivacity unknown in that place before, rose up to 
applaud it: and after many wise and learned debates 
upon the'subject, agreed to the following orders and 
resolutions: 
Ordered, 

That in this club, the word Toast in drinking be 
changed to Mouthful in eating; and that every 
member, after naming the Mouthful he proposes, 
do fill his mouth as full as possible, in honour of the 
person or cause so named* 
Ordered, 

That the chairman be always Mouthful-Mas-* 
ter. 

Ordered, 

That the Mouthful-Master do demand the 
Mouthfuls regularly from the members over the 
right thvimb, and do cause them to be ^aten regu*. 
larly over his left. 
Resolved, 

That all the members of the club be obliged upon' 
every club day to eat a large slice of roast beef, as ^ 
bumper health to old England. 
Resolved, 

That the' city of London, and the trade thereof, 
be eaten in turtle. 
Resolved, 

Always to eat prosperity to Ireland in boiled beef, 
jKQd to J^orth Britain in Scotch col lops. 



Resolted^ 
To eat the admin isti^tion in British herrings. 

Resolved, 
To cat success to our fleet in pork and pease. 

Resolved, 
As the greatest instance that this club can possibly 
shew of their respect and devotion, that the healths 
of lady ***, and the duchess of***, be eaten by 
every member in mouth fu Is of minced chicken. 
Resolved, 
That Mr. Fitz-Adam, or anv of his friends, be 
permitted to eat the mtmbcrs of this club as often 
as they please, provided that they do not kno\ivingly 
and wittingly suffer any Frenchman whatsoever, to 
e^t the said members dead or alive. 

Thus, sir, you see that you are continually in our 
thoughts ; and therefore, as a member of a society 
80 warmly attached to you, you will believe me* 
when I assure you that 1 am 

Your most fait}\ful 

humble servant, 

E. P. 
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There are few things by which a man discovemi 
the weakness of his judgment more, than by re-i 
tailing scraps of common-place sentiment on thai 
trite and thread-bare topic, the degeneracy of the 
times. We are told veiy seriously in almost every, 
company, that the courage we received from our aun 
cestors is evaporated ; that our trade is ruined ; 
that religion is but a badge to distinguish parties ; 
and that the muses, kicked out of doors^ have car- 
ried off with them truths honour, justice, and all the. 
piora] virtues. 
3ut to OUT comfort^ this reflectiqn is ^ot coniii^e^ 
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to the present age ; it extends itself equally to all. 
A touch on the times is a piece of satire, that al- 
most runs parallel with the foundation of every 
state. How many authors do we hear bewailing 
the degeneracy of their contemporaries, and prog- 
nosticating the farther corruption of their poste- 
rity I Our very stature is diminished. Even in* 
Homer's time, men were strangely decreased io 
their size since the Trojan war. Virgil says, that 
Turnus threw a stone at jEneas, which a dozen Ro- 
man« could not have lifted ; so that had men de- 
creased since the days of Virgil, in the same propor- 
tion, we should long before now have dwindled into 
a race of atoms. 

Livy, w^ho flourished in the golden age of Au- 
gustus, tells us, that above three hundred years be- 
fore, a spirit of equity and moderation animated 
the whole body of the people, which was not to be 
found then in one individual. Cicero is for ever 
declaiming against the degeneracy of his own 
times; and Juvenal says, that in his, vice was ar- 
rived to such a height, that posterity, however wil- 
ling, would not be able to add any thing to it. Yet 
consult the authors who have written since, and 
you will imagine that every former age was an ag« 
of virtue. 

From all these passages, and many others, it ig 
evident that this complaint is by no means appli- 
cable to our times only. And really it is a great 
breach of good-manners, that modern fine gentle- 
men cannot put a little rouge on their faces, but the 
saucy quill of some impertinent author immediately 
rubs it off: but neither is it their own invention, nor 
imported from France ; for Juvenal informs us, that 
the Roman beaux did the same. 

There is but one reason that I know of, why a 
y\ift may declaim wi*h iropuEuty against the dege* 
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ueracy of the times ; it is, because the reflection is 
ouly genera]^ and that be is as much the object of 
his own satire^ as any other man. But let a fo- 
reigner^ in a company of Englishmen^ presume to 
say, that they have degenerated from their fore- 
iatherSj and not a Briton amongst them but will re- 
sent the indignity ; or let the reflection become 
more particular still, and one man lay an ^ct of 
degeneracy to the charge of another, and the conse- 
quence is too obvious. 

To lament the loss of religion, and abuse its pro- 
fessors ; to censure the constitution of a state, and 
its constituents, are quite different things. And 
though a man may prefer the array, wiih which 
Henry the fifth beat >he French at Agiiic<iurt, touur 
present soldiery, yet examine thejii oue by one, 
and there is scarce a serjeant in the seruce that 
does .not think himself equal to tho UiU.st valiant 
commander, from Alexander the great, king of Ma- 
cedonia, down to brave old Head rick. Sachem of 
the Mohawk Indians. So that if considered sepa- 
rately, we are more wise, more valiant, and more 
religious than our ancestors ; if collectively, we 
are a set of fools, cowards, and infidels. 

An ingenious correspondent of mine has carried 
bis compliments on the present times^farther tJian I 
have done. I shall conclude this paper with his 
letter and verses. 

A coNautsT over the affections and passions has 
been the highest boast of the philosophers of every 
age; and in proportion as they have attained this 
victory, future writers have celebrated their charac-» 
ters as the most exalted patterns of wisdom and 
prudence. But though a veneration for theriist of 
antiquity, or a fondness for every thing vrhi6h hap-» 
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pened before the memory of our grandfathers, may- 
lead some to celebrate former ages, yet we may 
boast it among the felicities of the times in which 
we live, that the most important concerns of life 
are entered into only under the directions of reason 
and philosophy, lo instance only in one particu- 
lar ; marriage is the effect of mere prudence and 
forecast, without any mixture of that ridiculous 
passion, which has now no being but iu play-bookrf 
and romances. 

In former ages, love was supposed to keep the 
door of Hymen's temple ; but now, as the know- 
ledge of the world may have been somewhat expen- 
sive in acquiring, and as our modern philoso- 
phers have spent that fortune on their youth, which 
it had been ridiculous to have reserved for the 
debility of old age, just before the last spark of 
vigour is extinguished, some rich heiress is .won, 
who conduces both to the perpetuating a name, and 
to the providing a fortune for that posterity, which 
is to continue the family honours. Happy expe- 
dient ! by which the weight of numerous younger 
children, the almost constant burthen of former 
times, is most judiciously avoided. 

That I may present your readers with a striking 
contrast between the follies of our ancestors, ana 
the solid prudence of the present generation, I shall 
here subjoin a couple of short odes, which are 
written in the character of an old Englishman, and 
a modern one, on the day before their marriage. 

The Old Englishman. 

I. 

rU tell you why I love my love ; 
Because her thousand graces proii 
Uer worth is very higli : 



She's very fair, and very good, 
And not unwilling to be woo'd 

By one so plain as I, 

II. 
Wlierever muse has fir' d the strain^ 
On British or oh Tuscan plain. 

Delighted has site rov*d ; 
Has giow*d with all the generous rage 
That aniinates the story* d page. 

By British bosoms lov*d, 

111. 
Oft has she sought, with cartful feet. 
The hallowed hermit's calm retreat. 

And traced with thought profound 
Each precept of the wise arid good ; 
That ev'ry wish has she subdu'd 

To wisdom's narrow bound, 

XV. 

Has learn' d the flatt' ring paths to shun. 
Where folly* s fickle vot'ries run, 

Deceiv'd by fortune's glare; 
Has learn' d that food, and clothes, and fire. 
Are only nature's plain desire. 

Nor forms for more her pray 'r, 

V. 

Content with these, my Gfraldin^ 
Has promis'd to be ever mine, 

For well she knows my heart ; 
She knows it honest and sincere. 
And much too open to appear 

Beneath the veil of art, 

VI. 

• She knows it pants for her alone. 
That not the splendor of a thronfi 

From her my steps coulddure ; 
To-morrow gives to these fond arms 
My Geraldine in all her charms. 

And makes my bliss secure. ^* 
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The Moi>£KN Englishman. 



No, no; by all the pow'rs above, 
My hearts as little touched by love 

As ever in my life. 
Full well, dear Hal, to thee is known 
Whom fortune to my lot has thrown. 

To be my wedded wife, 

II- 
But why I wed f should any ask. 
To answer is an easy task. 

Want, want / my honest Harry : 
What can a man, whose fortune's spent, 
Who's mortgag'd to his utmost rent, 

But drown, or shoot, or marry f 

HI. 

Of these the best is sure the bride; 
For when once plung'd beneath the tide, 

Adieu to all our figure. 
Full sudden is the pistol's fate ; 
When once 'tis touch' d alas ! too late 

We wish undrawn the trigger, 

IV. 

'Tis thus resolved then, honest boy. 
To-morrow thou may'st wish me Joy, 

Joy will I buy by wiving : 
Soon to her mansion, far from town, 
Six rapid Bays shall whirl us down. 

As if the dev'l were driving, 

V. 

There shall the brisk capacious bowl 
Drown ev'ry care that haunts the soul, 
And rouse me to new life : 



And, Hal, far all thai she can say. 
Some blooming village queen of May 
Shall — wait upon my wife. 

VI. 

When all the tedious farce is o'er. 

And spouse has crawn'd me with her dowW, 

Sltould sudden ruin, meet her, 
Ev'n tMugh her coachman broke her neck, 
Unniov'd I'd stand amidst the wreck. 

Nor swear at heedless Peter. 



■■ 
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FaUus honor Juvat, ^ mendax rufamia terret, 
Quemt nisi mendacem, ^ m€n(Usum ¥ 

To Mr. FiTz-ApAM. 
Sot, 

Among all the prostitutions of language, so just- 
ly observed by many celebrated writers, I know of 
none more to be lamented, than those which rob 
virtue of her true title, and usurp her name and 
character. 

It may be observed, that in all countries and 
states, the farther they have gone from their origi- 
nal purity and simplicity, the greater have their ad- 
vances been in this respect. The Romans, whose 
poverty only kept them within the bounds of virtue, 
when they had quitted their humble station for 
scenes of ambition and glory, not only changed 
their manners but lost the sense of those words, 
whicb were in high estimation with their ancestors. 
The words frugal, temperate, and modest, were no 
longer held in any degree of reverence, when riches, 

VOL. XXIX. F 
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aud a licentious enjoyment of them^ were the on!y 
things in vogue. 

We have gone beyond them in this respect, and 
quite reversed the meaning of words. Kruive sind 
t'illain, formerly the denominations of laudable in- 
dustry, are now the marks of the greatest reproach. 
Our manners have adulterated our words; and for 
fear they should reproach us with our conduct, we 
disfranchise and condemn them to infamy, that their 
testimony may be invalid^ and their evidence of no 
credit. 

There are many instances in modern times, where 
a false and blind zeal has heightened the significa- 
tion of words of very little meaning, to an unac- 
couutable degi'ee of veneration ; as on the contrary, 
a loose and libertine way of thinking has debased 
and sullied those of the highest dignity. 

I am not a little pleased with a saying of king 
Theodorick, who being advised by his courtiers to 
debase the coin, declared, *That nothing which 
bore his image, should ever lie.' Are we not all 
accessary to the propagation of falsehood, when we 
suffer any thing that carries the image and repre- 
sentation of our minds, to be guilty of an untruth, 
and when we enter into a combination to support 
words in a signification foreign to their meaning, 
and quite difl'erent from the ideas those sounds 
ought to form in our minds ? 

Custom is the tyrant of the language ; it can alter, 
adjust, and new model, but it cannot annihilate. 
It can settle new phrases, introduce a whole colony 
of fashionable nonsense from foreign parts, and 
render old words obsolete ; but it cannot erase idea 
from language. It can do more than an absolute 
prince ; because it can create new words ; a privi- 
lege which was not allowed to the Roman empei-or 
T»berki.« ^Ho ha'^'ncf coined a word in the senate. 
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his flatterers desired it might be adopted into their 
language, as a compliment to the emperor; but aii 
old senator, not quite degenerated from the honest 
sincerity of his ancestors, made this memorable 
reply, * You may give, sir, the frtedom . of the 
cttv to fncn, but not to words/ 

There is no word of greater import and dignity 
than HONOUR. It is virtue adorned with every 
decoration, that can make it amiable and useful in 
society. It is the true foundation of mutual faith 
aod credit, and the real intercourse, by which the 
bostness of life is transacted with safety and plea- 
Mre. It is of universal extent, and can be confined 
to no particular station of life, because it is every 
XBan's security, and every man's interest. But to 
its great misfortune, its own virtues have undone it. 
Its excellent character has of late years recom* 
laended it so much jlo the patronage of the Great, 
that they have entirely appropriated it to their own 
me, and communicated to it a part of their own pri- 
"nJeges, that of being accessible only to a few. It 
sow no longer retains its former good qualities ; its 
nal dignity is lost, and it is become rather the orna* 
BMiity than the foundation of a character : it is a 
IdoA of polish, that implies a finished character, 
and too Often conceals a very imperfect one. 

Thus has honour got an imaginary title, in* 
ifead of a real one. It has lost by its acquisitions; 
and by being the particular idol of a few, is no 
longer of use to the many. Its new-acquired tro* 
pbies are the spoils of its former greatness ; and the 
remembrance of what it was, serves only to heighten 
the naelancholy idea of what it now is. It formerly 
constantly attended merit, as a friend and guardian ; 
it now accompanies greatness, as a flatterer and 
parasite. 

. It is a compliment to the ti»<^ of tb** ore«ent aj^e, . 

F *>- 
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to allege that honour is its darling attribute. It 
is in itself a composition of every thing that is valu- 
able and worthy of commendation ; and even in 
its degenerate state, it is, in a degree, the picture 
of VIRTUE : it ib finely draw^n, but the lines are 
not just, and the colours too glaring. The endear, 
voursof the artists to set it off to advantage, have 
made it more like a piece of gaudy pageantry, than 
a true copy of nature. 

To justify the truth of what I assert, I appeal to 
you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and beg leave to ask you, 
what are your ideas of a man, when you hear him 
particularly recommended as a man of honouR'^-. 
Are your notions at all enlarged, in respect to his 
moral character; Would you give him the pre- 
ference in your vote, as a representative in parlia- 
ment ? Or should you conceive him to have a more 
than ordinary zeal for the true religion of his coun- 
try ? Would you trust him the sooner were you a 
tradesman? Or could you with more safety admit 
him into your family, to an intimacy with your wife 
and daughters ? You would undoubtedly rather 
game with him, because he will not cheat ; and you 
would be sure to receive your money, if you gaiaed 
any advantage, however his more just creditors 
might suffer. You would certainly shew him more ■ 
respect, because you dare not affront him; honour, 
being a thing of so very delicate a nature, that the 
least indignity endangers its destruction : having - 
lost its true essence, it can only be supported by 
the courage and zeal of those, who will not sufier- 
its title to be disputed. 

What is become of poor honesty ? Is she con- 
fined to the habitations of Mark and Mincing-lane ? 
Dare she not appear in the polite world ? I make 
no doubt she is as frequent in her visits there^i as in 
any other place ; but fur want of a proper dress^ 
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he is obliged to be incog. She is not a little afraid 
3f the pert raillery of HONOva, whom &he would 
be sure to meet in her travels to those pans of the 
town ; and as the latter is a burlesque on her cha- 
racter, she chuses always to avoid her. 

Her name seems to be quite banished to the un« 
bred world, and is so much out of vogue at present, 
that an honest man as certainly means a trades- 
man, as a MAN of honour does a gentleman. 

The word is fairly worn out: it has been so long 
in mercantile hands, that it is no longer fit for 
gentlemen. They have laid it aside by universal 
consent, and bestowed it, with their old cloalhs, 
on their servants and dependents. 

The ladies, who form the most considerable part 
of the fashionable world, have a peculiar sort of 
BONOUR of their own. They entrench nut upoa 
that, already appropriated to the other sex, but 
take it where the men leave it. Conscious of their 
own frailties and infirmities^ they are not ashamed 
to invoke its aid and assistance, to guard them in a 
part, where they are most liable to surprize. No 
other branch of their conduct comes within the 
jurisdiction of honour ; for honour, at present, 
u no more than what the world expects from you ; 
they are at free liberty in every other article ; and» 
like our original parents, have but one thing pro* 
liibited* 

The different value and credit of particular vir- 
tnes, at several periods of time, would form a very 
entertaining and useful history ; and by looking 
back into former times, and observing the ditlerent 
frees and changes that virtue has appeared in, we 
might reduce it to a degree of calculation, and form 
a tolerable conjecture when any particular species 
of it iK)u)ll again come into fashion! The present 
n|^ fiv l^erty will not easily admit of many arti* 
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cles of belief ; thfey are a degree of servitude of the 
mind^ which we disdain : but as it is very proper to 
observe some appearance of religion, we volunta- 
rily give up the freedom of the body, to preserve 
that of the mind : and admit of some regulations 
and restrictions, which custom has established, as 
indispensibly necessary to maintain the connections 
of social life. 

But the body is full as rebellious as the mind, 
and has as strong an aversion to restraint; for 
which reason it has been found expedient to grant 
some degree of indulgence, to moderate between 
pleasure and strict virtue, and to make a compro- 
mise Jjetween the severer duties, and most pre- 
vailing passions. 

To form this alliance, and strengthen it by the 
firmest tie, the word honour was introduced ; a 
word very much the favourite of virtue, and so en- 
chanting in its sound, that vice could make no ob- 
jection. She consented ; but on these conditions ; 
that she should have a due proportion of advan- 
tage : and if it was allowed to heighten many vir- 
tues, it should likewise be permitted to cover al- 
most an equal degree of vice. Thus it is made to 
serve both as a cordial and palliative ; it exalts the 
character of virtue, and takes off from the defor- 
mity of vice. But the mixture is so unnatural, thiit 
the poison gets the better of the medicine ; and if* 
some strong antidote is not speedily applied, all the. 
humours will be vitiated, and the whole mass cor- 
rupted. 

No person who is any ways conversant in anti» 
quity can be ignorant of the allegorical situation of 
the temples of Virtue and Honour at-Romer. 
They were so placed, that there was no entrance 
into the latter, but through the former; which has 
given rise to a verjr beautiful tbougbl in- Ciceix^i't* 
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first oration against Verres. Both these temples 
were bnilt by Mart'ellus, whose original design waA 
tohaye placed the two goddesses in one temple : 
but the priests, who are always for extending the 
plan of , ceremonial religion, would not permit it ; 
which obliged him to alter his first intention. But* 
he pursued the meaning of it, by building two tem- 
ples contiguous to each other, and in such a situa- 
tion, that the only avenue to the temple of Hokour 
should be through the temple of Virtue; leaving 
by this emblem a very elegant and useful lesson to 
posterity, that virtue is the only direct road to 
Honour. 

It is impossible to have too great a regard and 
esteem for a man of strict honour; but then let 
him prove his right to this title, by the whole tenor 
of his actions. Let him not hold some doctrinetf 
in high estimation, and . reject others of equal im- 
portance : let him neither attempt to derive his 
character, or tbrm his conduct from fashion or the 
opinion of others : let a true moral rectitude be the. 
uniform rule of his actions ; and a just praise and 
approbation will be their due reward. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

The want of happiness has been the perpetual 
complaiotof all ranks and conditimis of men, from 
the .beginning of the world to the present times i 
aad at the rate they still go in, it is absolutely im^ 
possible that the connplaint should cease. Happi<r 
ness is a fruit always within their reach, but they 
will not give themselves t^^ ♦rouH^* o s-ntli^r w 
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It is hourly at their doors as a friend, but they will 
•ot let it in. It solicits them in every shape, yet 
they reject its offers. Ignorance and indolence ars 
its constant enemies. 

Most people have parts and application sufficient 
to learn theeasy rules of Whist, Cribbage, and Chess ; 
and as soon as they are informed (what they little 
suspect, and will be- delighted to hear) that Happi- 
ness is a Game, and a much greater and deeper 
one than even Pharo or Hazard, I make no doubl 
that men, women, and children will immediately 
set themselves to learn the rules and finesses of this 
important Play. 

When they are satisfied it is a game that will be 
universally used in all companies in town and coun- 
try, what mortal will be so stupid an not to learn it 
in some degree of perfection ? For who, without 
the greatest gratitude, can reflect upon the benero- 
frence of nature, that has introduced felicity into the 
world, in the welcome and ever-fashionable guise of 
deep play, and high gaming? 

This divine attainment could not have been an- 
nexed to books and learning ; head-achs, perpetual 
reasonings, and fierce disputations, would have em- 
barrassed every step : neither could it have been 
coupled to riches, which are ever attended with 
care and anxiety. If poverty and contentment had 
been the vehicles appropriated to convey it, a sickly 
calm would have stagnated all activity. Had it 
been given to political pursuits, how could it have 
been reconciled to the desultory sentiments of 
majorities and minorities ? Therefore bountiful 
nature has annexed it to Cards, and seasoned it to 
the palates of mankind, by the spirit of gaming, 
which she has almost equally infused into all her 
rational children. 
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, Now as I have always professed myself a great 
friend and admirer of Play, 1 shall endeavour to 
lay down a few of the most certain rules, by which 
ail persons may be instructed in the art of playing 
at this ROYAL GAME of Happiness. And I am 
the more wilting to promote the knowledge of this 
game, as it depends rather upon skill and address, 
than chance and fortune. It is not played with 
ever-dangerous dice, like Back-gammon or Trick- 
track : nor like Bragg, by audacity of countenance, 
and polite cozenage : and though, like Picquet, 
there is much putting out and taking in, yet every 
card is playable. 

I am elated with pleasure, when I consider that 
I am going to teach miserable mortals this great 
Game : which, without vanity I may say, is making 
them a present of more than a sixth sense, and en- 
abling them to exercise their five primary ones ia 
the most delightful manner. I need not here expa- 
tiate upon the pleasures of Play, the first pastime 
of infancy, and the ultimate amusement of decre- 
pid age ; the faculty which most distinguished the 
rational from the brute creation; that levels the 
lacquey with the prince, and the humble cinder- 
wench with the stately duchess ; the cement of all 
true society, which, by discarding volumes of words, 
confines all wit, sense, and language within the 
limits of half a score i^hort and significant sentences. 
How admirable is the sagacity of the adepts ! or 
in other words, the people of fashion ! who are per- 
petually taking into their hands, and dealing about 
must liberally, all that is desirable in the world ! 
For though the uneducated class of mortals may 
thii^k a club is but a club, and a spade a spade, 
these exalted and illumined characters thoroughly 
comprehend, that clubs denote power, diamonds 
riches, spades industry, and hearts popularity aad 
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affectious of every sort. From this consideration, 
I never enter a great ajrartment without being st^'uck 
with solemnity and awe. 1 look upon the difterent 
contenders at each table, as so many mighty giaut45, 
tossing about with stupendous strength these glo- 
rious symbols of every thing valuable in the crea- 
tion. 

What giggling miss shall hereafter presume to 
disturb these rites with more than female levity? 
What pun}^ senator shall dare here to recollect the 
little politics of either house, the partial interests of 
insignificant islands and nations, whose comparative 
greatness is lost in such a scene; where every mo- 
tion decides the fates of kings and queens, and every 
ordinarv trick includes as much wisdom and au- 
•dress, as would set up a modei*ate politician, states- 
man, or minister ? I consider these assemblies «s 
the great academies of education, and observe with 
pleasure, that all parents, guardians, and husbands, 
are briagin* their families to town, for at least six 
months in the year, to take the advantage of these 
noble schools and well instituted seminarit^s. 

What idt*as must we form of the hospitable inhti-» 
bitants of a great capital, where the bouses and 
heads of the most respectable families are night 
after night devoted to public bemsfit and instruc- 
tion ! How much superior are these to the porti- 
cos, gardens, and philosophic schools, that rendered 
the names of Athens and Rome so greatly cele- 
brated ! Here our daughters are capacitated 
to marry the first prince that may happen to ask 
them, instead of falling the unhappy victims of the 
narrow domestic views of some neighbouring coun- 
try gentleman. And here the married ladies are 
taught to pass the winter evenings without a yawn, 
even in the absence of their husbands. Here they 
collect that treasure of masculine knowledge, those 
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elegant ideas and reflections, that wonderfaUy al- 
leviate the solitude of the old family mansion, where, 
amidst the cawing of rooks, th^ murmuring of 
streams, and fragrant walks of flowering slirubsy 
they wait the return of winter with a philosophic 
composure. 

But I am wandering from my purpose, and ex- 
patiating upon general Play, wht;n I intended only 
to teach my new and great Game of Happiness, 
which will rf-.nder the whole universe like one grand 
asseniblv or rout. 

Know then, ye hence happy mortals 1 that the 
game called Happiness is played with packs of 
cards, each pack consisting of three hundred and 
sixt3'-five difFerent cards ; the backs of which, in- 
stead of being white, are of a dusky sooty colour. 
Every seventh card is e<)uivalent to a court card, 
of which there are tifty-two in each pack ; and upon 
playing properly these court cards, the fortuaaxe 
event of the game is thought greatly to depend. 

It is played from one to any number of players. 
The game of one is the least entertaining : the game 
of two is much applauded by lookers on : but as a 
greater number must naturalfy give more variety to 
the game, a party of ten or a dozen is the most de- 
sirable set, though the players may be subject to 
many revtikes. Great lovers of the jjame are indeed 
fond of sitting down to a crowded table ; but it is 
generally observed, that an inattentive and slovenly 
manner of playing is too often the conse<]uence. 
One pack of cards will last a considerable time, as 
may be conjectured from their sooty backs f inas- 
much as the greatest players are seldom known to 
pay for more than three score and ten packs during 
the whole course of their lives. 

They that have the most tricks win the largest 
division of the stake ^ but every player gets som<*» 
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thing, besides the great pleasure of playing, which 
is thought to be superlative. 

This great Game partakes of the excellencies of 
all other games. You are often piqued and re- 
piqued, as at Picquet* You are sometimes beasted, 
as at Quadrille ; often checked, as at Chess ; put 
back, as at the game of Goose; and subject to 
nicks, after the manner of Hazard. It differs in 
one particular from all other games, viz. that* the 
sharper is always sure to be over-matched by the 
fair player. 

It would fill a large volume, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to 
recount all the varieties of this truly Royal Game ; 
and already I am afraid of having transgressed the 
bounds 'of your paper: I shall therefore defer the 
rules I promised at the beginning of this letter to 
another opportunity, at which time I shall take care 
to make the meanest of your readers an adept at 
Happiness. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

L. T. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

Every disquisition that tends to remove the prejih- 
dices'and enlighten the understandings of maukiDd, 
though it may chance to coine from an obscure hand, 
will not be without its admirers and advocates iq 
this learned and truly philosophical age. It is 
needless then to make any apology for desiring you 

|r --'int th''' 
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I set out Id life with a good share of medical 
skill, botany, chymistry, anatomy^ and natural phi- 
losophy ; in the last of which especially I excelled : 
seldom failing to investigate the efiicient cause of 
any phenomenon : and being sensible of my own 
superior abilities, I never was so mean-spirited as 
to give up a disputed point. But from two or 
three^ failures in practice, when the medicines had 
not the effect I intended, and indeed once when 
they had, in relieving a nymph at si^ months end 
from a disorder which would have lasted nine, my 
business and my fees began to fall short. 

I must confess myself shocked to find merit so 
disregarded, and determined to search out what fa- 
culty there might be in the mind of man, that could 
induce him to treat with contempt and ingratitude 
any person who professed a design of serving him. 
This led me into moral inquiries, in which I soon 
made sufficient progress : and being persuaded that 
it was incumbent upon every rational member of 
society to communicate happiness, as far as his 
influence may extend, I kept not the result of my 
inquiries secret, but formed a club of the thinking 
part of my acquaintance, to whom with the greatest 
freedom I imparted my speculations ; and, in spite 
of prejudice, inculcated many important truths. 
These I once thought of making more public from 
the press; but there is no necessity for it, seeing the 
noble and better sort of philosophers are confes- 
sedly of my opinion, and discard with one voice all 
that metaphysical jargon, which would persuade ns 
to believe the immateriality of the soul and a future 
state. Our sentiments are calculated universally to 
promote human felicity, as they free the mind from 
any terrors and disagreeable apprehensions. It 
certainly then becomes the duty of every one who 
would be deemed benevolent, to propagate, «^ 

VOL. XXIX. o 
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far as possible, principles of such manifest utility. 
But we must expect opposition to this salutary de- 
sign, from those who make a gain of the prejudices 
of the world. They will never be so disinterested 
as easily to forego the great emoluments arising 
thence. And perhaps some thinking men (since 
moral virtues are indispensibiy necessary to the 
well-being of the community) may judge it not 
quite so proper to loose the vulgar at once from all 
ties, except such as arise from the inherent rectitude 
or depravity of actions. 

I have a scheme to obviate this, to which no ra- 
tional objection can be made. I acknowledge my- 
self indebted to an ingenious Spanish author for the 
first hint: but as he did not pursue his reasoning 
so far, either for want of abilities, or through tear 
of the inquisition, 1 may justly assume to myself the 
merit of the invention. '1 his author tells us, ' Phy- 
sicians, seeing the great power the temperament of 
the brain hath in making a man wise and prudent, 
have invented a certain medicine, composed in such 
a manner, and replete with such qualities, that be- 
ing taken in proper doses, it renders a man capable 
of reasoning better than he could before. They call 
it the confection of wisdom.' Now if there is a 
medical composition known (as from this authority 
we have sufficient reason to believe) that will im- 
prove the rational faculties, and illumine the under- 
standing, we may with equal truth assert, there are 
to be found medicines which will curb thepassions^ 
those great obstacles to moral virtue, and make 
men live according to the ljtnes.9 of things. 

The thinking part of man being allowed to be a 
rao.lification of matter, it must be supposed to be a 
part of the body ; at least it is so strictly united and 
adherent to it, that in all things it suffers with, and 
cannot by any arguments of reasou be proved caps^ 
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ble of existing without it. Hence it will indispu- 
tably follow, that all the poA^ ers of the mind, even 
the moral faculties, are inseparably connected with 
the teniperament and habit of that body of which 
«he is part* Insomuch that prudence (the founda* 
tioQ of all morality) as well as justice, fortitude^ 
and temperance (the other cardinal viitues) and 
their opposites, entirely depend upon the constitu- 
tion. It will therefore .become the province of the 
physician to extirpate the vicious habits of mankind^ 
and introduce the contrary; to suppress luxury, 
and create chastity; to make the foolish prudent* 
the proud humble, the avaricious liberal, and th«i 
coward valiant. And all this is easy to be done, 
by the assistance of alterative medicines, and by a 
properly adapted regimen, that shall be perfective 
of each virtue, and repugnant to each vice. 

In confirmation of my sentiments, I could quote 
the fathers of physic, Hippocrates and Galen, as well 
as Plato and Aristotle, the chief of philosophers. 
But an example will be of more real authority than 
a multiplication of quotations. Man will be im- 
pelled to act by those appetites, good or bad, which 
arise from the habit of his constitution : the physi- 
cian then who can alter his constitution, may make 
the vicious become virtuous. And moral philoso- 
phers greatly err, when they do not avail themselves 
of the science of medicine, which only by changing 
the temperament of the body, will force the mind 
to relish virtue, and distaste vice. If a moralist 
undertakes to reform a luxurious person, who gives 
himself up to high living and lascivious indulgen- 
ces, by treating him according to the rules of his 
art, what means would he use to instil the princi- 
ples of temperance and chastity, that they should 
take such deep root in the mind, as constantly and 
onifqimly to influence his conduct? He will set 

G 2 
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out by shewing him the deformity of intemperance 
and debauchery, and enumerating all that train of 
evils which proceed from such courses: and if the 
patient has not entirely got over the prejudices of 
a superstitious education, he will endeavour to af* 
fright him by a terrible detail of those inexpressible 
miseries his soul is in danger of suffering hereafter, 
if death should surprize hiin without giving him 
time to repent and forsake his debaucheries. After 
this he will advise him to fast and pray, sleep little, 
?ind avoid the company of women ; and perhaps to 
wear hair-cloth, to macerate his body by rigorous 
austerities, and keep it under by bloody discipline. 
These methods^ if he continues long to practise 
them, will render him pallid and feeble, and so far 
different from what he was, that instead of running 
after women, and placing h\s summum bomtm in good 
eating and drinking, he will scarce bear to hear a 
female mentioned, and nauseate the very thoughts 
of a sumptuous entertainment. The moralist, see* 
ing the man so changed, will be apt to impute the 
whole to his art, and suppose the habits of temper- 
ance and chastity come from I know not whence, 
and are the effect of his ratiocination. The physi- 
cian knows the contrary, and is fully sensible they 
proceed from the languid and debilitated state of 
the body : for if this be restored to its pristine vi- 
gour, the patient will soon return to his old prac- 
tices of excess and riot. Daily experience must 
convince us of this. What we have proved of lux- 
ury and chastity, will in the same manner hold 
good with regard to all other vices and virtues; be- 
cause each has its proper temperament of body pe* 
culiarly adapted to it. Bleeding then and blister- 
ing, cupping and purging may be usefully adminis- 
tered in mental as well as corporal disorders. A 
brisk salivation may cure the mind and body both 
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of a Teiiereal taiDt ; and a strong emetic may have 
a more salutiferous effect than barely cieansbig the 
stomach of an epicure. 

I could add many more instances, but have al- 
ready said enough to evince the rationality and 
practicability of my scheme ; and being determined 
not to lose the honour of my inventions, I do not 
care to discover too much, lest some paltry plagiary 
should, Vfith some little variation, .obtrude them 
upon the world as his own. I have with great labour 
and thought reduced the whole to a complete sys- 
tem, and am compiling a didactic treatise of all the 
vices incident to human nature, and their diilerent 
degrees, with the symptoms prognostic and diag- 
nostic, the curatory indications, and a proper diete- 
tic regimen to be observed in all cases. The whole 
will be comprised in ten volumes folio : and when 
the work is ({uite ready for the press, I may perhaps 
venture to publish proposals more at large, with a 
specimen annexed. But as your paper is generally 
well received by good company, I thought this 
would be no improper method of communicating 
the first hint of my design, that I may judse from 
what the intelligent say of this, how they will relish 
the larger work of 

Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

AcAD£:aicus* 
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1 HE followhig letters have lain by me some time. 
^« writers of them will* I hop^, ^cuse me for the 
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delay, and for the few alterations which I judged it' 
accessary to make in them. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

In a late paper you have declared absolutely 
against total nakedness in our sex, and by others 
you have given us to understand that we are very- 
impolitic in our late near approaches to it: for that 
while we an? leaving little or nothing for imagination 
to exercise itself upon, or for curiosity to desire, 
M^e are certainly losing our hold upon the men. But 
I cannot say, that since I have undressed myself to 
the utmost extent of the fashion, I have fewer 
arfm/rer* thaa when I appeared like a modest wo^ 
man ; though, to confess the truth, I have had bu<? 
one since, that has not plainly discovered a thorough 
aversion, to marriage ; and him I imprudently lost,* 
by granting to his importunity the full display of 
my whole person : indeed the argument he used- 
was so extremely reasonable, that I knew not how' 
to object to it ; and whilst he pleaded with the ut- 
most tenderness, that what he requested as a tribute 
to lov^, was but a very little more than what I daily 
lavished indiscriminately on every eye, I had not 
the confidence to deny him. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as I think it not improba- 
ble, by the advances the ladies have made this win- 
ter towards complete nakedness, that as the summer 
eomes on they will incline to throw off all covering 
whatsoever, I have thought proper to set before 
them the untoward eflect which I have experienced 
from leaving nothing to discover. I can assure them 
as an important truth, tliat if they have a desire to 
retain even any admirers, they^must stop where 
;hey are, and uncover no farther; or if they aim at 
^«^n"i$t HiipK^nHg. fhey will Ho w»^ely to oonocal. 
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and reserve aniong the acquisitions. to be obtained 
only by marriage, a great deal which they now 
shew, to no other purpose than the defeating tlieir 
own schemes. 

Give me leave, sir, to conclude this letter with a 
short transcript from an author, who I believe is 
not unknown to you, and who has taken some pains' 
to instruct the ladies in this particular point. 

THE maidt who modestlif conceal t 
Her btautieSf whilst she hides reoc'ds. 
Give but a glimpse, and Fancy draics 
Whtite'er the Grecian Venus wax. 
From EvL*sJiystJig-lenf to brocade, 
All dress was meant for Fancy** aid, 
Which evermore delighted dwells , 

On what the bashful nymph conceals* 
When Celia struts in mtin^s attire, .. 

She shews too much to raise desire; 
But from the hoop's bewitching round 
Her very shoe has pow'r to wound. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

S. B. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
In this free and communicative age, in which 
business of almost all kinds is transacted by adver- 
tisements, it is not uncommon to see wives aiui 
milch-asses, stolen horses and strayed hearts, pro- 
miscuously advertised in one and the same paptr. 
It is a curious, and frequently an entertaining mcii-' 
ley : but amidst all the remarkable advertisenicnls 
I have lately seen, I think the following by far the 
most curious; and for that reason, I desite it ni ly 
be made still more public than it is already, by a|.- 
peari ug in the World. 
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' WANTED, 

' A CURATE at Beccles in Suffolk. Enquire far- 
* ther of Mr. Strutt, Cambridge and Yarmoutb 
' carrier, who inns at the Crown, the corner of* 
' Jesus-lane, Cambridge. 

' N, B, To be spoke with from Friday noon to 
' Saturday morning nine o'ck)ck.' 

I have transcribed this from a new«-paper, Mr# 
Fitz-Adam, verbatim et literatim, and must confess 
I look upon it as a curiosity. It would certainly be 
entertaining to hear the conversation between "Mr. 
Strutt, Cambridge and Yarmotrth carrier, and the 
curate who offers himself. Questionless Mr. Strutt 
has his orders to inquire into the young candidate's 
qualifications, and to make his report to the adver- 
tising rector, before he agrees upon terms w4th him. 
But what principally deserves our observation is, 
the propriety of referring us to a person who traffics 
constantly to that great mart of young divines, 
Cambridge, The advertiser might there expect 
numbers to flock to the person he employed, who 
(by the way) might have been somebody inore like 
a gentleman (no disparagement to Mr. Strutt, I 
know him not) than a Yarmouth carrier. It 19 
pleasant too to observe the N. B. at the end of the 
advertisement; it carries with it an air of signifi- 
cance enough to intimidate a young divine, who 
might possibly have been so bold as to have put 
himself on an equal footing with this negotiator, if 
he had not known that he was only to be spoke with 
at stated hours. 

There are some of us laymen (you, T dare say, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, among the rest) who are old- 
fashioned enough to have some respect for the 
clergy ; it does not therefore give us any pleasure to 
see them thus advertised like barbers journeymen. 

"Riif ••h'- Hi/' no* *hf> 'KdyertxsQx TneQtiou*^zprc8s]y 
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the qualifications he expected in his curate ? Tiiai 
would hav€ saved much trouble and altercation bft- 
tweeatheprolocutorandtheyoungdivine. 1 will ha vi 
done^ however, \yith this particular advertiseraoni, 
and leave the whole to your animadversion; only 
desiring that you would order under your own han«J, 
that from henceforth all advertisements lor curate^ 
should be worded in the following manner. 

' WANTED, 

' A CURATE at***. He must be one that can 

* play at Back-gammon, and will be willinj^ to re- 

* ceive five-and-twenty pounds a year for doing rib' 
' whole duty of a parish, while his rector receiv «•> 

* two hundred for doing none of it. He must |i(( |» 
' what company, and preach what doctrine his rec- 
' tor pleases, &c. &.c. &c. Whoever will comply wiij» 

* these reasonable terms, may apply to * * *, inn- 
'. keeper at * ^ *, for full information.* 

1 am. Sir, Yours, 

L.L. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

It is with pleasure that I see you less addicted to 
dreaming than most of your predecessors; to say 
the truth, I have seldom found you inclined to nod ; 
though without any disparsigement to you, your 
betters and elders have sometimes slept in a mucli 
shorter work. Aliquando bonus dormitat Homer uy, 
was what 1 told my school-master, when he whipt 
me for sJeeping over my book. 

Life has been often called a dream ; nay, we are 
told of some old Grecians, who used to be always 
in doubt whether they were asleep or awake. Indeed 
the number of waking dreamers that are daily ex- 
hibiting themselves in this metropolis is inconceiv^ 
able; even the pulpit is not free from them* Th« 
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first time I ever heard the character of a dreamer 
given to a preacher, was on the following occasion : 
A reader to a country cure took a printed sermon 
of an eminent divine into the pulpit with him to 
preach : onfortonately it happened to be a farewel 
sermon. The young gentleman began with acquaint- 
ing the people that he was then going to leave 
them. As they had never received the least hint of 
this before, they were a good deal surprized ; but 
when he concluded with telling them that he had 
been exhorting them with all diligence for sixteen 
years (when he had hardly been with them as many 
weeks) and talked of his high dignity in the church, 
some of the congregation said he was mad, most of 
them that he was dreaming. 

I could wish indeed that these dreamers in the 
pulpit would contrive to dream their own dreams, 
or that they would take care not to convert the 
serious thoughts of others into something more ab- 
surd than dreams, for want of reading befofeband 
what they would be supposed to deliver as their own 
compositions. It is by way of hint to such dreamers 
that I have told this story, which being the principal 
purpose of my letter, 1 shall add no more, thao 
that 

I am. Sir, 

Your 7nost humble servant, 

A.Sw 
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ToU morttm nobilitari volunt. Cicf.ro. 

Taking my walk of observation the other day, 
as 'v t\htfk xny custom^ T was led bv the course of 
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my tour into one of our famous hospitals. Thi» 

magnificenceof the building, the order and regularity 
of the houshold, the multitude that were received, 
and their several accommodations, threw me natural- 
ly into a very pleasing contemplation on the exten- 
sive charity of my good countrymen. From one of 
these endowed habitations I was carried on to ano- 
ther, till I believe I made myself acquainted with 
all the public edifices of this nature that this large 
and opulent city abounds with. Some of them I found 
of royal and very ample foundation, others raised 
and maintained by a single and munificent family^ 
others by a joint act of the whole people ; all, how- 
ever, noble in their purpases, and admirably adapt- 
ed for the particular uses to which they were dis- 
tinctly appropriated. I admired throughout the 
number of inhabitants thus perfectly provided for 
in every stage of their conditions, together with the 
continual increase of the fund which must support 
such an addition of charges, as I observed by the 
augmentation of apartments, and decorations of 
more cost, perhaps, than utility. Charity, thought 
I, works in secret; and these matters are of course 
hidden from me. But happening to turn m^^self 
on one side of the chamber, I distovered two or 
three long tablets, with several names inscribed ia 
large golden characters, which in my simplicity I 
took for the votive histories of the poor, who had 
felt the efficacy of relief under these merciful man- 
sions : but upon a nearer inspection I found thenn 
to be no other ttvan an enumeration of the verv 
worthy and pious persons of both sexes, who an- 
nually or occasionaUy af lorded what it pleased thenv. 
in their libeiality to bestow. 

I was resolved, since chance had thrown so much. 
information in my way, to peruse,* against my cus* 
Uioxx the accQuats of other families;, which prac-^ 
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tice, hoxtrever, I thought the less iiti pertinent^ 
« ould perceive no other end in their being pi; 
there. Here I discovered a contribution that 
honour indeed to the names that were annexe 
it, and would have done so to the greatest. 
immense sums notwithstanding that were adjo 
to the names of several private persons, larger 
1 could have suspected to be within their po 
raised my curiosity enough to make a farthe: 
(luiry into the history of some of these very lil 
fionors. Two of them I accordingly pitched i 
!<) be the subject of my investigation, as they 
upon the list; the one, a maiden lady who 
i;ueathed at her death five thousand pounds U 
poor of this house : the other, an old gentle: 
n ho had settled, after his decease, his whole e 
upon them for ever. 

The good lady's story cannot be better kf 
\ ban by a letter which 1 received, in the cours 
my inquiry, from her nephew, who with tbre 
tcrs had retired in sorrow at their aunt's deal 
;i country village, in the northern parts of thii^l 
<i()m : it is written with such plainness and sii 
city, and is so much suited to the circumstanc 
tlic writer, thai I own myself much captivated 
my rural correspondent. The letter is this : 

Sir, 
It is neither our inclination, nor I am sun 
iijterest, to conceal any thing from you, who 
taken so much generous pains in our seiTice. - 
Hers are received by us all most thankfully ; 
\r,u are misinformed as to the hundred pen 
i'-)\' my late aunt has left every shilling to the 
jital, after her funeral expenres were discha 
.\ iiich amounted to a good deal, as she was m 
Ml'-'' in mar»y arti^^l^s that related to her b 



How she passed us by in this nnanner* is still a mat^ 
ter of woflMJer and perplexity to us, as sbe coniioued 
to the y^ry day ot her death to declare that she had 
nobody to look upon, this side of heaven, but her 
dear nephew and nieces. She was accounted aU 
•ways a vain woman; but we thought her very reli* 
gious, especially as she began to decline. For some 
months before she died, she never missed morning 
or evening service throughout the week, besides 
her private devotion in her own house, at which 
•none of the family were suffered to be present. 
The minister and she would sometimes stay two or 
three hours together. She used often to discourse 
upon charity^ and said she loved the poor ; though 
1 do not remember to have seen her bestow any 
alms whilst I lived with her, which surprized us the 
more that she should leave all to them at her death. 
She has given them her picture too, with orders 
that it should be hung over the great door of the 
•chapel. Remember, sir, it is by vour own desire 
1 collect these trifling particulars, that concern our- 
salres only, and the memory of so fantastical and 
unjust a woman ; for such I must call her, notwith- 
iteiKliug I assure you I am perfectly and contentedly 
resigned to my lot. 

I am, dfc. 

It was with great difficulty I could learn any 
thing relating to the old gentleman, who is men- 
tiesMd to have disposed of his whole estate in this 
manner « Thode of his blood and nearest kindred 
had betaken themselves to the lowest supports 
which amploymefit at!brds to the miserable, and 
ware either dispersed in the navy, or iu £»uch stations, 
that all inqukies of this sort were fruitless. The 
vafjr iifune was obliterated every where, except 
where it 4^inted out the disposal of a very con* 

roL. XXIX. f 
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siderable fortune. All I could gather of him wm, 
that he had increased a very good paternal inheri- 
tance by every art of thriving in trad^^that h 
safely practicable ; that he was always called in the 
city, a hard money-getting man ; and that he had 
left his brothers, sisters, and grand-children to make 
their way without the least provision or assistance. 
There was a statue erecting for him, 1 found by his 
own orders, in the hospital. 

Thus ended my pursuit, which I quitted with as 
much eagerness as it was undertaken. I was dis- 
pleased over ai d over with myself at my search, 
and wished for that tranquillity of mind, which is 
always the portion of a happy ignorance. The 
stream, as T viewed it, was clear; and it is certain 
I went out of my wa}'- to look at the fountain. The 
generosity I at first contemplated with rapture, was 
now exchanged for the disgust I felt at pride and 
injustice. Were strokes indeed of this nature not 
so severe in the effect, there is something so ridi- 
culous in these ostentatious charities,- and such an 
absurdity in appropriations of this sort, under the 
circumstances I have described, that I ronfess I 
could indulge a less serious reflection at the exanr>i- 
nation of them. .' : 

The two originals above, have many counterparts 
in this nation ; persons who are frequently so very 
charitable as to reduce their whole families to beg- 
gary. The raising a church, or endowing an hospri* 
tal, are the two main objects of an elderly sinner's 
piety ; and no matter by what means, so that the 
end be but accomplished. This is such a compen- 
dious way of discharging all the duties of life at 
once^ and at the expence only of what there is no 
possibility of retaining any longer, that no wonder 
these spungcs of charity are in so much use at some 
'certain ne~'^'^«- and at f'^rh alone. 
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I would not dwell upon errors which I thought 
incorrigible, or endeavour to discover causes with- 
out hopes of amending the effects ; but I am really 
of opinion that the grievances here set forth owe 
t&eir birth chiefly to a few mistakes, which my ac- 
ceptation of the. vrovdcharity inclines me very much 
to rectify, for the service especially of these pious 
and liberal benefactors; for such I make no ques- 
tion, many of them are, only, as I have said before, 
they are unfortunate enough to lie under some mis- 
takes.* In the first place therefore, I shall venture 
to lay it down as a maxim, that there i« no such 
thing as posthumous charity. There may be equity, 
and there may be propriety, in a last designation of 
earthly goods, but real or intrinsic generosity or 
benevolence there can be none. 

-—Quo more pyris vesci Calaber juhet hospes. 

It is a modern supposition, nourished by hope 
and weakness, that leads people to reckon upon an 
act, that does not take place whilst they are alive. 
I do not remember that any one of the apostles, the 
preachers and examples of every social obligation, 
ever enforced the duty of testamentary acts of 
goodness ; nor did David set apart a charge upon 
Ihe revenue his son was to enjoy after him, towards 
building a temple, which he found was not to be the 
glory of h is. own reign . 

Another etror which I hope to ,set right, arises 
from ^e general idea of poverty, which seems not 
to be very well settled. The poor under your eye, 
«nd the poor unborn, stand in a very different rela- 
tion* of indigence together. Thus a crippled penny- 
less sifter, or an inhrm cousin, are thought by no 
means equal objects of bounty with the future of}* 
whng of a future beggar. All that I have tp say t^i 
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a persuasion ot this gort is, that I will affirm^ a «n 
lation or dependent left to starve, is in every article 
as true a beggar as any between St, Paul's aad St. 
Peter's. Upon the whole, since money has no cui^ 
rency on the other «ide of the grave, and do retl 
value but in its application on this, I could wish th^ 
la^t disposition of it were a little better considered. 
It is but reasonable surely, to expect that those vrh«^ 
do no good with it whilst they live, should do \em 
mischief with it when they die. 
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There is no privilege of which an Englishman I'a 
so jealous, nor for which he so highly values the 
constitution of his country, as the liberty that ia 
allowed him, not only of thinking as be pleases, but 
of generously communicating his thoughts to the 
public. This glorious charter, limited as it is, and 
ought to be, by wholesome laws, has infinite advaiH 
tages derived from it ; particularly as it tends to 
cultivate the liberal arts, and helps to carry on the 
great work of science. But whether it is al-waya 
lor the improvement of our taste, any more than 
our morals, that we should be allowed to realise 
our sentiments, especially where the object falls 
hnmediately under the public eye, is a question that 
may perhaps admit of a debate. 

Thus, for instance, if an ingenious gentleman, for 
the greater embellishment of his private library, 
should think proper to erect the head, or even the 
entire figure, of a shaking Mandarine^ between the 
*^ust3 of TnHf fir[A 'OeniQSthenes^ or to exalt tUo 



divinities of Pckin to the same degree of honour in 
his gallery that he has already paid to the Grecian 
Venus and Apollo, it would be an infringement upon 
British liberty to check hi« devotion. But if the 
same innovating tasle should intrude upon thcr 
muses shrine in our public seats of learning, I should 
wish for some authority to .stop so sacrilegious an 
attempt. 

The same care should extend even to our amuse- 
ments : I do not mean to debar any of them from 
their right of appearing as often as their patrons 
please to call for them ; I would only assign them 
the proper limits of time and place, and prevent 
their bringing any confusion upon tliemselves and 
others. It is cerUiinly vory just, that Harlequin 
should flourish with his dagger of lath, and invert 
the order of nature, whenever he.^nds it necessary ; 
but though I am delighted with the ingenuity of my 
party-coloured friend, it would grieve me to see 
him so far mistake his talents, as to introduce him* 
self vpry familiarly into the company of Shakspearcs 
and Johnson, 

To carry this observation a little higher, I think 
any one of our public entertainments, that more 
peculiarly belongs to the refined part of the world, 
should be preserved from any alloying mixture that 
may sink and debase its value, or make us look 
upon its standard below the original worth that it 
pretends to claim. It is upon this account, that I 
cannot enough lament the present state of our 
Italian opera, which seems to be continually de- 
clining, without any friendly hand to 'interpose 
which might restore it to its native purity^ or pre- 
serve it from total decay. But before this kind re- 
former cap be met with, or. if any such should ap* 
pear^ before his endeavours could hope for any 
fiXGcesi, it will \>e proper to examine our owa taste^ 

B 3 



78 wont©. N*» 17t 

to find whether it will stand the trial, and whether 
we should not think his care very impertiqent and 
ij] applied. 

At present our attention seems to be so entirely 
fixed upon air, that we think nothing enhances 
the value of an opera so much, as allowing' th« 
performers to introduce their own favourite songs 
at pleasure; and this elegant assortment, selected 
from dramas of opposite subjects, writtep by poeti 
of irreconcileable geniusses, and set to mt^tic hf 
composers of contrary feelings, is served up, toovr 
inexpressible satisfaction, and eagerly devoured 
under the modish title of a Pasticcio. 

If I may be permitted to enter into a serious di^^ 
quisition of this entertainment, afiker what I have 
said of it in a former paper, I pfust beg leave to ob^ 
serve, that the Italian operas carries much more 
meaning in it than one part of its audieace is potSH 
bly aware of, and many of the other part are wil-» 
ling to allow : but it is therefore necessary tochuse 
Metastasio for the poet, upon whose single merit 
this species of drama must stand or fall. 

And here, notwithstanding the laudable partiality 
which directs as to give the palm to our own coun- 
trymen, it must be confessed that this foreigner 
has at least as good a title to it as any English 
tragedian of this century ; and if (like them too) he 
has not the advantage of striking out much that is 
new, he has the happiness of throwing an air of 
sovefty upon the sentiments which he adopts, by 
the agreeable dress he gives them, and the advan<* 
tageous point of view in which they are placed. 

It would be exceeding the bounds of this paper 
to dwell upon every peculiar excellency; but it is 
no more than justice to enter into a fair examina- 
tion^ and, without any invidious comparison, to 
iQ'^uire whetheir his thoughts are net as pure and 
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as classical^ his language as expressive and poetical, 
bis characters as distinctly marked, as strongly sup- 
ported, and as judiciously frnished, his conduct of 
die drama as weH carried on, and leading as clearly 
to the grand catastrophe, as those among the most 
admired of our modern writers. In the last cir- 
cumstance he has a difficulty in his way, which the 
ablest hand would sometimes be at a loss to re- 
mote : as the nature of this work requires every 
thing to be brought to a happy conclusion, it can- 
not bat be observed with how masterly a step he 
deriates from the true to the feigned erent, without 
confusion, or swerving from the iatcDtion of his 
original plan. 

But it is not sufficient to examine Metastasio's 
pretensions by the common rules of criticism ; there 
is much more required of him than of the ordinary 
tragic poet ; not only as he is confined to the mea« 
•are of three acts, but even those must be concisely 
managed, to avoid the drowsiness of a weary re*. 
citative. His dialogtie therefore, and even his nar^ 
ration, is short as it is clear; a significant expression, 
sometimes a single Word, conveys a whole seqtiment^ 
and that without leaving room for doubt, or throw- 
ing the least obscurity. His soliloquies, where the 
composer has an opportunity of introducing the 
accompanied recitative, perhaps the most noble part 
of an opera, are not only distinguished by the finest 
touches of poetry, but abound in all that variety and 
transition of passions which naturally work in the 
hmnan mind, when it is wrought up to the height of 
its distress. His songs and chorusses, where all the 
power of music ought to combine, are made up of 
sefttiment ; these indeed are so finely imagined, and 
finished with so happy an elegance, that perhaps 
^hey would riot suflfer even by appearing among thct 
tncieikt Lync writers. 



80 WORLDv N** 17!j 

If this be true of our poet, (and surely it is bat 
justice to allow him this>) let us bring him upon the 
stage, attended as he ought. And here it is not 
enough, that the composer be thoroughly skilled in 
all the art of music, and feel the whole force of it, 
hut he must partake of the poet's spirit, catch the 
flame through every scene, and be so far wrapt in 
the genius of his author, as to preserve the same 
cast of sentiment through the whole work. This 
indeed is so necessary an attention to his character, 
that a single composer, though but of the second 
class, who shall follow him with affection, and en^ 
ter into a social feeling with him as far as he is ca- 
pable, will do him more justice than a suite of the 
ablest masters at his heels, who perform their alter- 
nate services, and consider his ideas separately^ 
without having regard to the union and harmony 
of the whole. 

But let the poet and his attendant harmonist be 
ever so happily united, there is still a reasoning, 
but perhaps not the most feeling, part of mankind, 
who will by no means allow the opera any dramatic 
merit, and consequently deprive it at once of jts 
distinguishing worth. Their judgment, it seems, is 
irreparably hurt, in finding heroes conquering,- 
rivals contending, lovers despairing, to the sound 
of music ; and they cannot reconcile it to their 
senses, that people who seem discoursing upon very 
interesting subjects, should be obliged to do it by 
time and measure. The learned among these will 
probably meet with an apology, from something 
similar upon the Grecian stage, and the others 
will do well to consider whether they are not literal 
critics in music, as grammarians are in learning ; 
perhaps they cannot separate from harmony the 
idea of fiddle-strings and pipes, any more than 
IbesQ can from language the invariable chime of 
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adverb, conjuBCtion, and preposition ; whereas the 
niinic we are speaking of, is the voice of nature, Iq 
her various accents of joy, g^ief, rage, lamentation, 
pity, or despair. The notes indeed are divested of 
their wildness, have their temperaments, cadences, 
and limits; but they seem to be no other than th9 
laws which nature nas set them, and their bounda 
are too nicely concealed to have the appeai-ance of 
borrowing any thing from art. 

A distinguishing ear, or rather a feeling hearty 
that yields to the impression which a noble accom- 
paniment carries with it, will be so far from calling 
off his attention from the principal part, or con- 
sidering the additional harmony as the effect of 
mechanic art, that it will more intimately strike 
him as a sympathetic sense, which arises in the 
mind itself, unconnected and independant of any 
assistance from without. Even those whose ideas 
are less abstracted, but who have souls prepared 
for the reception of harmony, when they hear from 
the orchestra, the animating str^ns, or dying falls« 
a» Shakspeare expresses it, will, without any criti- 
cal reflections, consider them as having the same 
effeeC upon the ear, as a wellopainted sceqe upon 
the eye^ where that man would surely wrong hi« 
imagination much^ who instead of indulging it in 
the supposed reality of rocks, woods, and rivers, 
should check his feeling at once, and consider every 
thing before him merely as canvas and colours. 

If these observations are at all founded upon 
truth, an opera, well conducted, must be one of 
the noblest representations that lies within the reach 
of mimic art, and consequently there cannot be too. 
pittch care and attention enployed to produce it 
with every advantage. How this will best be 
effectedy may perhaps be worth the inquiry ; but it 
p§;]| HQtisly be i^o upoa ^ suppoauioti that the thing 
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itself has really a great share of that merit which it 
pretends to assume. There cannot indeed be^a 
stronger ridicule than to give an air of importance 
to amusements, if they are in themselves contemptible 
^nd void of real taste ; but if they are the object and 
care of the judicious and polite, and really deserve 
that distinction, the conduct of them is certainly of 
consequence, as that alone will determine the public 
approbation, and by thatonly their patrons canpre<f 
;!;fide over them with dignity. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

The impatience of the public to be farther in- 
structed in the Royal Game of Happiness, has 
no doubt been very great, since your publication of 
my letter on that subject, the eleventh of last month : 
for where the stake is so considerable, the desire of 
playing the game to the best advantage must needs 
be excessive ; and where the cards are so numerous, 
(thou<^h the generality of players think them too 
few,) the address required must be almost infinite. 

Had it not been for this truly entertaining game^ 
Adam and P>e, with all their innocence, had 
passed their hours but dully even in paradise. Be- 
fore the fall they played the game in its original 
purity, and with the utmost skill ; afterwards indeed 
they were guilty of many revokes and oversights, 
as were their immediate descendants, though they 
consumed an immense quantity of packs of cards, 
Upthiis^^lah spept more time at the game than any 
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inan^, but with what success is not absolutely cer- 
tain. Tradition, with tolerable exactness, handed 
down the rules of play from father to son, to the 
death of Solonjon, who in his younger years was a 
great lover of this game : it afterwards became 
various and uncertain by the novelties and inno- 
vations that were every where introduced into it. 
In France one method of play has obtained ; in 
England another; in Japan it is played very dif- 
ferent from what it is in Peru. 

From the corruption of this Royal Game of 
Happiness are derived all our modern games ; and 
so.fond are we of these inventions, that the true old 
rame is almost imperceptibly forgotten. Happy is 
It therefore for the world and me, that neither the 
splendid honours of the bar, the reverend dignities 
of the church, the profound researches of physic, 
nor the aerial castle of politics, have diverted my 
attention from the more honourable and useful iiii- 
vestigation of the long lost rules of this Royjil Gamb 
of Happiness. 

When I considered that every science has its 
mystery, that chemistry has its philosopher's stone, 
geonaetry its quadrature of the circle*, astronomy ito 
longitude, mechanics its perpetual motion, and na- 
tural philosophy its gravitation, it soon occurred to 
me that social life must likewise have its occult mvs- 
tery, which, like a key-stone in architecture, sustains 
and supports the whole edifice. When 1 considered 
the various and general principles of animated life, 
I plainly perceived that Play was the great per- 
vading power, frorti the leviathaii that sporteth in 
the waters, to the microscopic insect that wantons 
invisibly' in the air. When J considered that the 
tDighty* fabric of the universe might only be a 
GREAT 6ame played at by superior existences, I wau 
1^ to think that it was agreeable to the most reve« 



rential ideas of nature^ to suppose that life mm 
nothincrelse than Play. And when'Ilikewise con- 
siderccrthat the passion for gaming was universally 
predominant in mankind, that it was the natural 
remedy for all cares, and the only amusement of 
the irksome hours, I readily discovered that life was 
indeed nothing more than a certain term allotted to 
play at the Royal Game of Happiness. 

As the great secret of this game depends princi- 
pally upon the playing well the court-cards, as soon 
as I shall have procured a patent for the sole and ex* 
elusive privilege of teaching, (which Imake no doubt 
of obtaining, by the favour of some great men, my 
particular friends, who have more^han once pnltod 
off their hats to me ; and one in particular, who was 
so graciously condescending as ta ask me one day 
what o'clock it was,) I shall then take care to appoint 
under-teacherb in every parish, to instruct the good 
people in the country in the best and properest mwi^ 
ner of playing the seventh cards, which when they 
are thorough masters of, they will soon become per- 
fect in playing the other cards. 

Having in liiy former letter touched upon the ffe« 
neral properties of the ^^me, in compliance with 
my proitiise, I here subjom the most necessary mles 
and directions for attaining a thorough knowledge 
of this Royal Game. 

RULES AKD DIRECTIONS 

FOR PLAYIMG at THE 

ROYAL GAME or HAPPINESS. 

When you begin a new game, recal to your me* 
mory the manner in which you played the forego* 
ing one, that you may avoid a repetition of the 
mistakes. 

When you have well coD«'d#»r*d the card you 
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about to play^ play it with steadiness and compo- 
sare; and be sure not to betray any suspicion of 
your own ignorance. 

When you shuffle or cut, do it above-board, to 
prevent any suspicion of deceit. 

If you have won a large share of the stake, by 
jplaying a particular card well, be cautious of ven- 
turing it all on any single card in the same deal, un- 
less you play a forced game. 

Whether you play a small or a great game, exert 
your best skill ; and take care not to discover the 
badness of your hand by peevishness or fretting. 
. Observe the play of others, and draw conse- 
(luences from it for the improvement of your own 
game. 

If you play at court, remember to bold up your 
^ainij ana attend to the finesscsof the place. If you 
play your cards well there, you may conclude your- 
•elf a tolerable master of the game. 
tf< When you are in the country, play frequently with 
Mor neighbours and tenants; they generally play 
Better than finer folks, and will greatly improve you 
jki the plain rules of the game. 

Avoid the general error of this game, of fancying 
diat every body plays better at it than yourself. 

If you agree with a lady to go halves with her, 
the agreement once made, you are not at liberty 
afterwards to find fault with her game. 

Whoever drops a card, loses it ; and one card lost 
is of very bad consequence in the game. 

When a card is once played, it can never be re- 
called. 

Seldom play from your own hand ; you win most 
byjplaying into the hands of other people. 

Teach your children to play the same early, and 
be tare to put money in their cara-^purses : for if 

▼Ofc. XXIX. I 
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they wait for it till your death, it may be too late to 
learn thp game. ' 

Cood-humour is a more necessary requisite. & 
this game than good sense; but where both are 
joined, success is almost certain. 

The greatest proficients in all other games, are 
the most ignorant at this : the best players are those 
that practice most in their own families. 

Kings and princes are generally strangers to lire 
game, and their ministers want time to learn it. 

Great dignitaries in the church, and most bene- 
ficed clergymen, are too indolent to play at it hi 
public ; and their curates are forced to be lookers* 
on, for want of a sufficient allowance to payfor tfaehr 
cards. 

Poets and authors have sometimes struck a bold 
stroke in the game ; but of all men living they are 
the most liable to mistakes ; and it is generally ob- 
servable that the whole table is against them. 

Most new-married couples are successful at fint 
setting out ; but before the whole pack is played, 
they commonly lose all attention to the game. 

It is remarkable that young people play better 
than old ; for avarice is the bane of the game. 

T should be tempted, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to continae 
these my rules and observations, if I did not find 
myself running into length ; and as it is my intent 
tion to publish very shortly a volume upon the sub- 
ject, I shall trouble you no more at this time, thaft 
to assure you that I am, 

Sia, 

Your most faithful 

humble iervarU, 

1. T. ' 
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the advice of an old friend of mine, upon his 
"Oed, to his son, who had been guilty of some 
lous offences which he wished to keep con- 
I, that he should take care how he offered him- 

a candidate for a seat in parliament ; for that 
•position would be like doom's day to him, 
all his sins would be remembered and brought 
>t. This is generally the case at elections ; 
est secret actions of the candidates themselves 
►t only revealed, but the ashes of their ances- 
•e ransacked in the grave, to supply matter for 
i[ and defamation. 

nmon as this observation may be, it will en* 
IS to account for all the malice and uncharit- 
»ss which we meet with in the world. We are 
ididates for wealth, honour, or fame, and can- 
far that another should succeed in what our- 

have failed. 

; why the spirit of defamation should be so fre- 
\y exerted against the dead, is a matter some- 
puzzling. ' Death, by putting aii end to rival- 
should, one would think, put an end to all the 
aities which arose from that rivalship; and 
avethat buries the man, should bury also hii$ 
^. But, according to Shakspeare, 

The EVIL that men do lives after them\ 
The GOOD is ojV interred with their boneu 

I indeed very hard, that death, which pays all 
debts, should be able to make no composition 
•nvy : yet so it is ; and, excepting a late mer 
le instance, where the virtues of a great atid 
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good man were too glaring in his life to be forgo 
at his death, I have scarcely known it to be ot 
wise. The ladicsindeed, whom I am always ambil 
of honouring^ have too much gentleness and g 
humour to defame the dead, especially their i 
husbands. After burying the very worst in 
world 9 it is usual with them on a second man 
with the best, to put them daily in mind of 
complying dispositions and other virtues of \ 
poor dearJirtU husband, 

Happy is it that the works of men of wit^ Ic 
ing, and genius, have justice done them after ( 
deaths; though I am apt to believe the meri 
ascribe to them then has its foundation 
nature ; as by admiring the productions of the « 
we are enabled, by the comparison, to cond 
those of the living. We read the works of the 
mer with a desire to find out beauties, and iA 
latter to discover faults. Our acquaintance 
an author is another circumstance against 1 
we are too apt to connect the foibles of his lif(B 
what he writes ; and if he has unfortunately i 
talents to shine in conversation, we are gene 
blind to the wit of his writings. The reasonii 
^n atheist in proof of a first cause, or of a tibe 
for morality, is sure to be laughed at by tboae 
know them ; and it is only when a man's writing 
be separated from his life, that they will btt 
with candour and impartiality. It may be obs< 
farther, that in a country like ours, where pai 
apt to influence every thing, a man that pro 
himself openly on one side of the question, 
never be allowed the least degree of merit by 
on the other. Of this the immortal Milton 
witness, whose attachments to Cromwell had th 
such a cloud over his abilities at the reston 
■that the <7opy of the noblest poeon it) the wof h 
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not only sold for a mere trifle, but many yeara 
elapsed before it was discovered to be a work worth 
reading. Even Addison, whose Spectators and 
other essays «re deservedly the admiration of all 
who read them, and by comparison with which it is 
a kind of fashion to condemn all other writings of 
the same kind, gives us to understand in his Spec- 
tator, N** 542, and elsewhere in that work, that 
he met with as many cavillers as any of his suc-^ 
cessors. 

1 have been led by these reflections seriously to 
consider what method an author ought to take, to 
secure to his writings the approbation of the public 
while he is still alive. It was the saying of Doctor 
KadcliflTto a young physician, who asked him what 
he should do to get practice, ' Turn atheist, and 
make yourself talked of.' But though many a young 
physician may have availed himself of this advice^ 
there are other practices that may succeed better 
with an author. Personal slander has always been 
esteemed a very excellent method, and so indeed 
has wantonness; but where both are happily blended 
iu the same work, as one sometimes sees them in 
very modern performances, they seldom fail of 
drawing the attention of the public. I have known 
•Hastiness attended with very happy effects, inasmuch 
as it frequently supplies the want of wit, and is sure 
of exciting the laugh in the genteelest companies. 
That the ladies are not displeased at it, is easy to be 
accounted for; nastiness is a stranger to them, and 
therefore entitled to their respect. 

But if an author unfortunately wants talents for 
this kind of writing, there is nothing left for him 
that I know of, but to die as fast as he can, that his 
workiltBay survive him. But the disadvantage even 
in this case is, that common and natural deaths are 
•but very little talked of; so that a man may give up 
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the ghost to no manner of purpose : it is therefore 
most earnestly to be recommended to all author* 
who are ambitious of sudden and lasting fame^.that 
they set about some device to get themselves bafig* 
ed. The sessions-paper is more universally read 
than any other of the papers, and the deaths it re* 
cords ajii more authentic ami interesting. A good 
dying-speech would be an excellent preface to an 
author's works, and make every body purchasers* 
An advertisement like the following could never 
fail of exciting curiosity : 

' This day are published the political, moral, and 
entertaining works of Thomas Crambo, Esq ; now 
under sentence of death in Newgate, for a rape and 
murder/ 

Uu^er these circumstances, indeed, av author 
may taste of fame before death, and take his leap 
from the cart, with this comfortable assurance, thai 
he has embraced the only opportunity in hii power 
of making a provision for bis family. 

If it should be asked why the having committtd 
^ rape or a murder should raise the curiosity of the 
public to peruse the author's works? the answer is^ 
that people who do spirited things, are supposed to 
write in a spirited manner. It is for this reason thai 
we are so fond of the histories of warrior? and gre«^ 
men, who, though they have happened to escape 
the gallows, have done something every day to shew 
that they deserved it. 

It is indeed as much to be wondered at as la<« 
men ted, that while every author knows how essen- 
tial it is both to his fame and the support of his ia< 
xnily to get himself hanged, we do not see the 
words EXECUTED AT Tyburn, always subjoined 
to his name in the title-page of his works. I hope 
it is not that authors have less regard for their ilimk 
lies than other men. that this is not usually the 
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case : for as to the love of life^ we cannot suppose 
them to be possessed of it in an equal degree with 
other people ; nor can they possibly be ignorant 
that the world will have a particular satisfaction in 
hearing that they have made so desirable an end. 

As for myself, I am an old man, and have not 
spirit enough to engage in any of those enterprises 
that would entitle my works to universal esteem. 
It was expected^ indeed, that when I declared in my 
first paper against meddling with religion, I would 
avow myself an atheist in the second ; but this is a 
discovery that I have not hitherto thought proper 
to make : nor have I, by any strokes of personal 
abuse, lewdness, or nastiness, endeavoured to intro* 
duce my papers into every family. And to confess 
the truth, I have at present no designs of committing 
any capital offence, being, as I said before, too old 
to ravish^ and having too tender a disposition to 
commit a murder. I shall therefore content myself 
with going on in the old way, and leave my writings 
to shift for themselves, without deputing the Orm-p 
nary of Newgate to publish an account of the births 
parentage and education, the trial, confession, con« 
demnation, and execution of the author, together 
with a catalogue of the works he has left behind 
him. 
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The following letter has so genuine and natural 
$,n air, that I cannot doubt of its coming from a cor- 
Pitpondent, who has experienced every circum- 
Itance he has described : I shall therefori lay it be- 
fore my readors without the alteratiOQ of a singlo 
word. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

Among the variety of subjects with which you 
have entertained and instructed the public, 1 did 
not remember that you have any where touched 
upon the foJly and madness of ambition ; which fd 
the benefit ot those who are dissatisfied with theii 
present situations, I beg leave to illustrate by giviR| 
the history of my own life. 

I am the son of a younger brother of a gooij 
family, w^ho at his decease left me a little fortune 0\ 
a hundred pounds a year. I was put early to £toi 
school, wiiere I learnt Latin and Greek, from whence 

I went to the university, where I learnt BOi 

totally to forget them. I came to my fortune whih 
I was at college ; and having no inclination to fol 
low any profession, I removed myself to town, ant 
Jived for some time as most young gentlemen do^ 
by spending four tinaes my income. But it wasmjj 
liappiness, be&re it was t(x> late, to fall in love, an) 
to marry a very amiable young creature, whose for 
tune was just sufficient to repair the breach inad< 
jn my own. With this agreeable companion I re 
treated to the country, and endeavoured as well ai 
I was able to square my wishes to my circumstan^ 
In this endeavour, I succeeded so well, that except « 
few^ private hankerings after a little more than 1 
possessed, and now and then a sigh when, a coach' 
and-six happened to drive by me in my walks, 1 wa 
a very happy man. 

I can truly assure you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, t 
though our family oeconomy was not much to Di 
boasted of, and in consequence of it, we were fiw 
quently driven to great strcights and difficulties, '. 
experienced more real satisfaction in this humbk 
situation than I have ever done since in more ea 
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viable ciroirostances. We were sometimes indeed 
a little in debt, but when money rame in, the plea- 
sure of discharging what we owed was more than aa 
equivalent for the pain it put us to : and though tho 
narrowness of our circumstances subjected us to 
many cares and anxieties, it served to keep the 
body in action as well as the mind ; for as our gar- 
den was somewhat large, and required more handt 
to keep it in order than we could afford to hire, we 
laboured daily in it ourselves, and drew health from 
our necessities. 

I had a little boy, who was the delight of my 
heart, and who probably might have been spoilt by 
nursing, if the attention of his parents had not been 
otherwise employed. His mother was naturally of 
a sickly constitution, but the afiairs of her family 
as they engrossed all her thoughts, gave her no 
time ft>r complaint. The ordinary troubles of life 
which to those who have nothing else to think of 
are almost insupportable, were less* terrible to us 
than to persons in easier circumstances ; for it is a 
certain truth, however your readers may please to 
receive it, that where the mind is divided between 
many cares, the anxiety is lighter than where there 
is only one to contend with. Or even in the happi- 
est situation, in the midst of ease, health, and afflu- 
ence, the n)ind is generally ingenious at tormenting 
ttsehf, losing the immediate enjoyment of those in- 
valuable blessings, by the painful suggestion that 
they are too gresjt for continuance. 

These are the reflections that I have made since; 
for I do not attempt to deny that I sighed freauently 
ibr an addition to my foftune. The death of a dis<p 
tant relation, which happened five years after our 
marriage, gave me this addltiop, ana made me for 
n,,time the happiest man livings My income was 
HOW incre^ed to six hundred ^ year^ apd I boped^ 
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with a little ceconomy, to be able to make a 
with it. But the ill health of my wife, which u 
easy circumstances had not touched me so ne 
was now constantly in my thoughts, and sour 
my enjoyments. The consciousness too of hii 
such an estate to leave my boy, made'me soan^ 
to preserve him, that instead of sufieriOig hii 
run at pleasure where he pleased^ and to ( 
hardy by exercise, I almost destroyed him by 
finement. We now did nothing in our garden 
cause we were in circumstances to have it ke|] 
others; but as air and exercise were necessary 
our healths, we resolved to abridge ourseJv< 
some unnecessary articles, and to set up an < 
page. This in time brought with itatraino 
penses, which we had neither prudence to for 
nor courage to prevent. For as it enabled c 
extend the circuit of our visits, it greatly inhere 
our acquaintance, and subjected us to the neoc 
of making continual entertainments at home, ii 
turn for all those which we were invited to abi 
The charges that attended tliis new manner of li 
were much too great for the income we posses 
insomuch that we found oui^elves, in a very i 
time, more necessitous than ever. Pride wouk 
suffer us to lay down our equipage; and to live 
manner unsuitable to it, was what we could 
bear to think of. To pay the debts I had 
tracted, I was soon forced to mortgage, and at 
to sell, the best part of my estate ; and as it 
utterly impossible to keep up the parade any lof 
we thought it adviseable to remove of a sud4 
sell our coach in town, and to look out for « 
situation, at a great distance from our acquainta 
But unfortunately for my peace, I carried 
Labit of cxpcnce along with me, and was very 
being reduced to absolute want, when by the u; 
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pecte'd death of an uncle and his two sons, \rho died 
"W^ithin a few weeks of each other, I succeeded to an 
estate of seven thousand pounds a year. 

And now, Mr. Fit25-Adani, both you and your 
readers wiU undoubtedly call me a very liappy man; 
and so indeed I was. I set about the regulation of 
Ky family with the most pleasing satisfaction. The 
splertdor of my equipages, the magnificence of my 
plate/ the crowd of sen'ants that attended nic, the 
elegance of my house and funiitui*e, the graudcur 
©f my park and gardens, the luxury of my table, and 
the court that was every where paid me, gave me 
inexpressible delight, so long as they were novelties : 
bat no sooner were they become habitual to me', 
than T lost all manner of relish for them : and I 

covered in a very little time, that by having no- 
tmng to wish for, 1 had nothing to enjoy. My ap- 
petite grew palled by satiety, a perpetual crowd of 
visitors robbed me of all domestic enjoyment, my 
lervants plagued me and my steward cheated me. 

But the curse of greatness did not end here. 
Daily experience convinced me thati was compelleci 
x> live more for others than myself. My uncle had 
beeti a great party man, and a zealous opposer of 
all ministerial measures ; and as his estate was th6 
largest of any gentleman's in the county, he sup- 
ported an interest in it beyond any of his competi- 
tors. My father had been greatly obliged by the 
W)urt party, which determined me in gratitude to 
declare myself on that side; but the difficulties I 
had toencounterweretoomanyand too great for me ; 
insomuch that I have been baffled and defeated 
in almost every thing I have undertaken. To de- 
sert the cause 1 have embarked in would disgrace me, 
and to go greater lengths in it will almost unde me. 
lam engaged in a perpetual state of warfare with 
the principal gentiy of the county^ and am cursed 
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by ray tenants and dependents for compelling tl 
at every election to vote (as they are pleasea u 
ten me] contrary to their conscience. 

My wife and I had once pleased ourselves witl 
the thought of being useful to the neighbourhood 
•by dealing out our charity to the poor and indos 
trious ; but the perpetual hurry in which we liTC 
renders us incapable of looking out for objects oar 
selves ; and the agents we intrust are either pod 
ing our bounty, or bestowing it on the undeservii 
At night, when we retire to rest, we are venting >«■ 
complaints on the miseries of the day, and prayii 
heartily for the return of that peace which was r 
the companion of our humblest situation. 

This, sir, is my history; and if you give it ^ pke 
in your paper, it may serve to inculcate this impoi 
tant truth, that where pain, sickness, aad al 
want are out of the question, no external change c 
/circumstances can make a man more lastingly happ' 
than he was before. It is to an ignorance of tbi 
truth, that the universal dissatisfaction of mank 
is principally to be ascribed. Care is the lot of ] 
and he that aspires to greatness in hopes to get 
of it, is like one who thfows himself into a fttrniic: 
to avoid the shivering of an ague. 

The only satisfaction I can enjoy in my p 
situation is, that it has not pleased heaven m ii 
wrath to make me a king. 

I am. Sir, 

Your constant reader, 

and most kimible servant, 

A.& 
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No. 175. THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1159. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sib, 

x) must have frequently observed upon the face 
that useful piece of machinery, a clock, the mi- 
fce and hour hands, in their revolutions through 
i twelve divisions of the day, to be not only shift- 
I continually from one figure to another, but to 
nd at times in a quite opposite direction to their 
mer bearings, and to each other. Now I con- 
ve this to be pretty much the case with that com- 
( d piece of mechai^ism, a modern female, or 

BT woman of fashion ; for as such I was accua- 

jo consider that part of the species, as having 

porwer to determine their own motions, and &j^ 

inmces, but as acted upon by the mode« and id 

f point, which the party who took the lead, or 
I ak m<Nre properly) its rbgulatoi, pleased* 
k n has so happened in the circumrotation of 
idet and fashions^ that the present set are not 
It mof ing on continually from one pretty fancy 
a conceit to another, but have departed quite 
de from their former principles ; dividing from 
:h other in a circumstance wherein they were 
nys accustomed to unite, aftd uniting where 
tre was ever wont to be a distinction or dif- 
ence. 

[ do not know whether I make myself sufficiently 

derstood ; but you will easily comprehend my 

[ft, when I tell you that the prevailing mode, in 

?ct of dress, is at present to have no mode at 

There is now no such thing as an uniform 

ng the ladies, no dutiful conformity to the pat* 

u or standard, as heretofor^^ • hut th^ wo4m u^ 

VeL; XXIX. * 
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iaid open, and there appears the same spirit against 
a conclusive fashion, as against an exclusive trade, 
The pride now is to get as far away as possible, not 
only from the vulgar, but from one another, and 
that too as well in the first principles of dress, as in 
its subordinate decorations : so tliat this fluctuating 
humduris perpetually shewing itself in some ne^ 
and particular sort of cap, flounce, knot, -or tippet 5 
and every woman that you meet, aiiects indepen- 
dency, and to set up for herself. 

!Now, as I profess myself to be a stickler fpi 
Jiberty, and against all invidious limitations, as well 
as a lover of variety, and an encourager of inveh? 
tion, I am therefore not displeased with these fail 
independents for this notable attempt of theirs to 
vindicate the honour and freedom of their own fan- 
cies and judgments upon this occasion. But as they 
have wandered away from each other in the several 
articles of dress, so have they united altogetber as 
hap])ily in-a point which cannot fail of recomonend- 
ing itself to such as have a critical ear, and are apt 
to be ofiended with any disagreement of souttdiii 
namely, in voice and elocution, in which they 
maintain a surprizing uni forraity . A friend of roine> 
whose ear (as you will perceive from what I am 
going to relate of him) is not turned for our modem 
oratory, was introduting the other day some un- 
courtty observations upon this head, which I shall 
take the freedom to set down at full length • 

* The beauty and power of ^speech,' says he, 'was 
wont to be the result of clearness and perspicuity, 
of a distinct and harmonious elocution^ ot a just 
and proper cadence, together with a natural and 
easy diversity of manner and phrase, growing out 
of the subject, and congenial with it. Conversation 
is never- so pleasing as when it is composed of a 
vrnii^nrdered v^n'^^y '^^ perso»^s ^^d characters^ 
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ring and recommend iug each other; where 
»rward and importunate are qualified and 
oed by the dilFidcnt and the modest; the 
ind peremptory by the more supple and 
lisant ; where tiie spirited with the meok, 
ely Avith the sedate^ make a happy mixture ; 
11 together go into the coni))o:iitiun of an 
ble society. Whereas thn conversation of 
male world (continues my friend) is at prc- 
11 out of the same piece : all distinctions are 
away, and the several ranks and orders 
them laid into one. There is one line of 
cnt, air> manner, tone, and phrase running 
h the whole, and no discerning, for a few 
s, a young woman, with six or eight hundred 
i to her fortune, from a duchess, especially 
happens to have been allowed to keep coin- 
witli ht-r betters. I know several of these 
e companions, who with no less impropriety 
npotence, are ever straining themselves and 
broats in company, to get upon a level with 
|uality friends; and at all other times you 
see them afl'ccling to speak (as the Latins 
express it) ore rotunda, full and sonorous^ 
and peremptor}^ with a very decisive em- 
, as if there could lie no appeal from their 
L*e; taking a larger scope for utterance, by 
g their mouths to a disproportionate width ; 
ich that I have looked upon myself, while 
r company, as sitting in the midst of half a 
hautboys, a sort of music, that, when at- 
d by unskilful hands, has something in it 
ly overbearing, though they tell me, when 
;ed by such as are qualined for it, and 
with other instruments, it will answer very 
Such is the pomp of utterence of our pre- 
'omen of fashion ; which, thougb i*^ may 
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tend to spoil many a pretty mouth> can never 
recommend an indifferent one. And hence it ii 
that there is so great a scarcity of originals, and 
that the ear is such a daily sufferer from an ideo* 
tity of phrase, "whether it be vasdv, horridfy, «^ 
minahfy, immensdy, or excessive^, which, with three 
or four more calcuhited for the same Swiss-like 
service, make up the whole scale or gamut M 
modem female conversation. 

' There are many causes assigned (continues he 
why so mauy of the males live sinj^le, and it hm 
been principally ascribed to the cheap and easy 
opportunities of gratification which fall In theii 
way. Now this may in a great measure be trues 
but our fine ladies forget, that while they are daily 
making some new revelation of their persons, and art 
so studious to furnish out a variety of entertain* 
ment to the eye, they have neglected to make a 
suitable provision for the ear ; and that, should 
love chance to straggle in at the former, he may 
yet find his way out at the latter. And I hare 
frequently remarked, that when a female of thil 
turn, with her sails and streamers out, has b' tii 
to bear down, in hopes of a prize, the object ol » 
chace has frequently sheered off, and left her uj 
complain of her ill-success to those much fittet 
r.ompanions, the winds and waves. 

' Now the members of this class are the m 
•considerable in point of numbers ; but when upon 
my retiring from some of these, and betaking my- 
self to a distant and more peaceable quarter of the 
room, I have fallen in with others, whose conver* 
sation has been of a more moderate cast, ttnd 
more under the wind, yet I have still observed the 
same monotony to prevail, the same conformity 
of manner and phrase, and thattheir pipes were all 
tuned to the same quality note. For, as io the lbr> 
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nier instance, tlie g(^nerality of those in high life are . 
ever raising their voices to a proportiooabje eleva* 
tioa above the ordinary level, and distinguishing 
themselves by a round and sonorous elocution ; so 
there are others of the same class, who seeing na- 
ture has not furnished them with an adequate 
strength of lungs, or with organs framed for a more 
bold and voluble utterance, have therefore a good 
deal of what Tuljy calls the concision ac minutum, 
a laconic, mincing kind of kpeech, extremely quick 
and peremptory, equally emphatical and 'decisive^ 
and generally enforced with a short dictatorial 
bridle and nod of the head, as an incontestible rati? 
fication of what they are pleased to affirm or deny. 
And these, as well as the above-mentioned, have 
multitudes of inferior admirers, and copyists in 
their train, pressing close behind) and treading 
upon their heels. 

* Jt is true, I am an enemy, for the most part, t« 
that reigning practice of making the person, who 
last left the company, a subject for general canvas 
by those that remain : yet whenever any of these 
Doa-originals (whom we cannot so properly pror 
nouuce to ht full of themselves SLsfuU qf other people) 
shall have taken her leave, and got the door upon 
Ler back, the company, in my opinion, should havif 
free scope and licence to go into an immediate 
inquiry who she is, what fortune she has, what her 
education has been, whether handsome, tolerable^ 
or, &c. and so on through the usual course of 
particulars. In short*— 

My friend was going on in the same strain, wh«*n 
I Interposed, and began to expostulate with him 
upon some of the above particulars. ' Kay, nay/ 
says he, * do not think me partial neither ; 1 may 
perhaps give thenx their revenge upon our sex ii|t 
som^ future opportunity ;' and so left me. 

K 3 
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Upon the ^i^ole, I very much suspect (as 1 said 
before) that my friend's ear is none of the best ; but 
at the same time I must do him the justice to ob* 
serye, that I myself am at times somewhat deaf, and 
that he is generally allowed to be a very sensibte 
well-judging-man. 

I am, 

Mr. FitB-Adam> Sfc. 

My honest correspondent appears to be in some 
pain, lest the freedom and simplicity of his friend's 
argument may not happen to square with that deli- 
cacy and complaisance which have been hitherto 
maintained by the World towards the beaotiAil 
part of our species ; but however that be^ I most 
confess that I have fallen of late myself into soHie^ 
what of the same train of thinking. 

It is certain, there is a distinction and subordina- 
tion of style, as well as of rank, and a gradation to 
be preserved in point of phraseohgf^ as well as of 
pYecedency. Any encroachment in the one case 
being altogether as unseemly as in the #ther. An 
affectation of talking above our level, is as bad as 
dressing above it ; and that which is current within 
the precinct of St. James's, will hardly pass any 
where else. Here the originals are to be found ; all 
the rest are counterfeits, and are easily discovered. 
Nay, though people of quality have the unquestion- 
able privilege of breaking the peace, and violating 
the laws of grace and harmony, there ought never- 
theless to be a due proportion observed even among 
these. Thus a dutchess may be twice as loud and 
overbearing as a countess ; a countess as a simple 
baroness, and so downward : but such a pompous- 
ness of elocution, phrase, and manner (as my cor* 
respondent's acquaintance seems to point at) such 
r'^at swelHng xpords^ must^ one would think. Ml tf 
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ill upon one of a moderate face, raiik, or fortune, as 
a great swelling hoop it fonnd to do upon another 
not five foot high. 



BMOeSBBHe 



No. ne. THURSDAY, MAY 13, 175(5. 



Gmva to visit an old friend at his country seat 
hst week, I found him at backgammon with the 
vicar of the parish. My friend received me with 
the heartiest welcome, and introduced the doctor 
lo my acquaintance. This gentleman, who seemed 
to be about fifty, and of a fiorid and healthy consti- 
tution, surveyed me all over with great attention^ 
and after a slight nod of the head, sat himself down^ 
without opening his mouth. I was a little hurt at 
the supercilious behaviour of this divine, which 
^y firiend observing, told me very pleasantly, that 
1 was rather too old to be entitled to the doctor's 
eomplaisance ; for that he seldom bestowed it but 
-ttpon the young and vigorous $ but, says he^ you 
will know him better soon, and may probably think 
it worth your while to book him in the World ; 
ibr yon will find him altogether as odd a character 
aa he is a worthy one. The Doctor made no reply 
to this raillery, but continued some time with his 
ey«s fixed upon me, and at last, shaking his head, 
aod turning to my friend, asked if he would play 
'out the other hit? My friend excused himself from 
engaging any more that evening, and ordered a 
bottle oi wine, with pipes and tobacco, to be set on 
4he table. The vicar filled his pipe, and drank verv 
cordially to my friend, still eyeing me with a seem- 
ing dislike, and neither drinking my health, nor 
peaking a single word to me. As I have k>ng 
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accustomed myself to drink nothing but water, I 
called for a bottle of it, and drank glass for gl; 
with them ; which upon the doctor's observing, ne 
shook his bead at my friend, and in a whisper, loud 
enough for me to hear, said, * Poor man, it is all 
over with him, I see.' My friend smiled, aud an- 
swered in the same aadible whisper, ' No, no; doc- 
tor, Mr.Fitz-Adam intends to live as long as either 
of us.' He then addressed himself to me on the 
Occurrences of the town, and drew me into a yeff 
cheerful conversation, which lasted till I withdrew 
to rest ; at which time the doctor rose from bis 
chair, drank a bumper to my health, and giviog me 
a hearty shake by the hand, told me I was a very 
jolly old gentleman, and that he wished to be bettei 
acquainted with me during my stay in the country* 
I rose early in the morning, and found the doc- 
tor in the breakfast room. He saluted me with 
great civility, and told me he had Icf^ his bed and 
home sooner than usual, to have the pleasure oi 
taking a walk with me. * Your friend/ says hf, 
' is but lately recovered from an attack of the gout^ 
and will hardly bestirring till we have gone over I 
improvements.* I accepted of the proposal, aua 
we walked through a very elegant garden into th« 
most beautiful fields that can be imagined ; wbich 
as I stopped to admire, the doctor began thus: 
• These are indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, very delightful 
grounds; and I wish with all my heart, that theow i 
of them was less troubled with the gout, that I mi{ 
hold him in more respect- ■ ' Respect ! doctor/ 
said I, interrupting him, ' does a painful distempeFj 
acquired by no act of intemperance, lessen yotn 
respect?' ' It does, indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and I 
wish, in this instance, I could help it; for I an 
under many obligations to your friend. There 
another very worthy gentlemau io the neigiiboui^ 
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hood, who presented me to this Ticarage ; but he 
has the misfbrtane to labour under an inyeteraie 
tcnrvy, which, by subjecting him to continual head* 
achsy must of course shorten his days, and so I 
never go near him. 

I was going to interrupt the doctor again, when a 
coach-and-six drove by us along the ruad, and ia 
it a gentleman, who let down the glass, and made 
the doctor a very respectful bow ; which instead of 
returning, he passed by him with a stately air, and 
took no notice of him. This instance of his beha* 
viour, together with the conversation that had passed 
between ns, raised my curiosity to a very high de- 
gree, and set me upon sisking who the gentleman 
was. ' Sir/ says he, ' that unfortunate object is a 
man of eight thousand a year estate ; and from thai 
consideration he expects the return of a bow from W 
every man he meets. But F, who know him, know 
also that he is dying of an asthma; and as (blessed 
be God for it 1) I am in perfect healthy I do not 
chuse to put myself on a level with such a pei^on^ 
Health, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is the only valuable thing 
on earth ; and while I am in possession of that, 
I look upon myself as a much greater man than he. 
With all his fortune, he would rejoice to be the poor 
vicar of * * *, with my constitution. I pull oft* my 
hat to no such persons. Believe me, Mr. Fite-Adani, 
be has not many months to live.' 

I made no reply to this conversation of the vi* 
car^ and he went on thus : ' You are an old man» 
Mr. Fhz-Adam, and I believe were a little fatigued 
Wftb your journey last night, which I mistook for 
inftmi health, and therefore was wanting in the ci* 
viKttes that I should otherwise have shewn you ; but 
your conversation afterwards proved you to be a 
rery hearty man, and 1 saw you resolved to con- 
timie no by yoQf teipperance ; for which I honour 
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you, and, as I told you then, shall be glad o 
acquaintance. It is true you are an old mai 
therefore my inferior ; but you are health; 
temperate, and not beneath the notice of 
younger men.' 

In this manner we walked on, till we can 
hedge, where some labouring men were rpp 
the fences. My companion accpsted thera wi 
utmost complaisance and good nature. '■ Aye 
he, turning to me, * these are men worth 
ing with. You see their riches in their 
Have you any of your lords in town, Mr. 
Adam, that have such possessions ? I know 
of these lords,' says he, ' myself, but I an 
they are so sickly and diseased, that a m 
health would scorn to pull ofi'his hat to them, 
then entered into a familiar conversation wil 
men, and after throwing them sixpence to ( 
passed on. 

There now overtook us in the lane a comps 
sportsmen setting out for the chace. Most of 
saluted the doctor as he passed. But he to 
notice of any of them but one, whom he i 
hands with over the hedge, and told him heint( 
taking a dinner with him the next day. * 
gentleman,' says he, ' is worth as much- heal 
any man in England ; he hunts only by way o 
ercise, and never takes a leap where there 
least danger. But as for the rest they are flying 
every hedge and gate in their way, and if they < 
broken necks in the morning, they are destff 
themselves more effectually by intemperance i 
evening. No, no, Mr. Fitz-Adam, these are no 
paniuns for me ; I hope, with the blessing of He; 
to out-live a score of them.' 

We came soon after to a little neat house 
♦hp *-ftad, where, ♦he doctor told me, lived a 



NM76i ^ORLD. T07 

ag^-eeable widow lady, to whom he had formerly 
paid bis addresses. * She had at that time,' says he, 
'as large a fortune of health as any woman in the 
county; but she has since mortgaged it to the apotht- 
cary for slops, and I have taken my leave of her. 
She was determined to be a widow, and so married 
an officer, who had his head knocked off at I'ontenoy. 
Those are a sort of men that 1 make no acquaint- 
ance with ; they hold their lives on too precarious a 
tenure.' * But thev are useful menihors of society,* 
said I, 'and command our esteem.' 'That may be, 
sir/ returned the doctor, ' and so are miners in our 
coal-pits, who are every hour in dans^er of being 
buri«d alive. But there is a subordination of de- 
gree, Mr. Fitz-Adam, which ought strictly to be 
observed; and a man in ill health, or of a dangerous 
profession, should not think himself on a level with 
people of sound constitutions, and less hazi-rd )us 
employments.' 

I wasr determined to interrupt thfe doctor no 
more ; and he went on thus : * Mr. Fitz-Adam, you 
may possibly think me an odd kind of a man ; but 
I am no enemy to people of bad constitutions, nor 
ever withhold my bounty from them, when their 
necessities demand it ; but though I am doing them 
all the services in my power, I cannot consent to 
lower myself so far as to make them my compa- 
nions. It is more in the power of the physician to 
confer rank, thati the king; for the gifts of fortune 
ire nothing; health is the only riches that a mart 
)ugbt to set a value on ; and without it all men aie 
)oor, let their estates be what they will. If I differ 
rom the common opinion in this particular, I d^ 
ilso in another. The tradesman or mechanic^ wha 
las acquired an estate by his industry is seldom 
eckoned a gentleman ; but it was always my sen- 
iment, that a man who mnl-es hi» own constitntjon^ 
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lias mote mefit in bitn than he that was bora with 
it ; the one is the work of chance, the other of de- 
sign : and it is for this reason that I am seen S0 
often with your friend : for though the gout is ge* 
nerally an impoverishing distemper^ yet temperance 
and regularity may in time subdue it : whereas the 
gentleman who drove by us with bis six horses> has an 
incurable asthma, which renders him, with his lai^ 
estate, as poor as the beggar who is dying under a 
hedge. The more you think of these things, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, the moi^ you will be of my opinion* A 
poor man in health, is a companion for a kins; but 
a lord without it is a poor man indeed ; and why 
should he expect the homage of other people^'iprbea 
the very meanest of his domestics would refuse to 
change places with him ?' 

My companion was stopped short in hit har« 
rangue by our arrival at my friend's hoDse. We 
found him in good health and spirits, which greatly 
heightened the vicar's complaisance ; and as 1 tooK 
care to conceal from him the complaints and in6p« 
mities of old age, I passed a very agreeable week, 
and was so much in his good graces, that at my de- 
parture he presented me with some Turlington's 
halsam, and a paper of Dr. James's powder. 'There/ 
say^ he, ' they may rob you of your money, if they 
please; but for bruises and fevers, y4m may aetlhen 
at defiance.' 

Ofk my return home, I made many serioas re- 
flections on this whimsical character; and in the end, 
could not help wishing, that, under certain limita- 
tions, the sentiments ot the vicar were a little more 
in fashion. Health is certainly the riches of life} 
and if men were to derive their rank from that alone, 
it would in all probability make them more careful 
to preserve it. Society might be benefited by it in 
another respect, as it would tend to keep compJainiiig 
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log people at home^ who are the perpetual disturben 
of all companies abroad. 



No. 177. THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1756. 



The two following letters are so whimsically con- 
trasted, and the young people >vho are the subject! 
of them so particularly adapted to each other, that 
though I have never professed myself an advocate 
for the trade of match-making, I cannot help wish- 
ing that by means of this paper they may grow 
acquainted with each other. It is for this reason 
that I have taken the very first opportunity of pub- 
lishing the letters of their parents. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
. As you liave undertaken the social office of re- 
dressing grievances, 1 shall lay one before you, 
which I am sure mu«t have often occurred to you, 
though I do not remember that you have hitherto 
animadverted upon it. The grievance I am speak- 
ing of has so fatal a tendency, that wit, parts, 
learning, education, knowledge, reading, and travel, 
are rendered utterly useless by it, and by wLich 
the most illiterate dunce, vihu has never been at 
school, nor opened a book besides the Fairy Tales, 
provided his outside be properly ornamented, is 
exactly upon a level with the mo«t accomplisliejd 
gentleman. This grievance, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is no 
other than the pernicious custom of card-playing, 
which has of late so universally prevailed in all pri- 
vate families, >as well as public assemblies. 

I am not considering this custom in its necessaiy 

VOL. XXiX. J» 
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t^cmsequences of destroyhig fortunes and ceattitv* 
tions, ruffling tempers, promotrng quarrels, and oc^ 
casioning almost infinite distresses and disquietudes; 
for if taken singly in this point of view, it is only 
hurtful to those who are the promoters of it^ and is 
of little or no consequence to the rest of mankind, 
who are not sharers m the evil, 

I must inform you, sir, that I ani the father of an 
only son, to whom (as I have a large estate to leate 
him) I have given the most perfect education that 
this country can aflbrd : and it is the highest satis^ 
faction to me that none of my care has heen thrown 
away upon him. When he had finished hfsstudiA 
at the university, and perfected himself in town iii 
-all the necessary accomplishments of a youdgmafli 
of fashion, I sent him, under the directioti of a ynfht 
excellent tutor, on his travels through TraneCj Italy, 
and Germany ; from which, after an absence of fbnr 
years, he returned last winter, improved beyond my 
utmost hopes. 

But, alas, sir ! when I expected to ^e him the 
admiration of all companies, and to- have been 
e^ery where congratulated on the happiness of ha^- 
*ipig sucli a son, I found, from the universal attetl* 
tiun to cards, that his acquirements were totally 
•unnoticed, and that all the cost and trouble I hod 
■been at in his education, answered no other pat* 
pose than t» make him company for himself, and a 
^w unfashionable friends who have no conmevce 
with the world. 

If this insatiable passion continues, it were 
well if our public schools and universities were 
abolished, and that travel and all other means of 
acquiring knowledge and refinement were at once 
'prohibited; and in their places, other semins 
erected in this metropolis, and proper masters ap« 
>ointed^ to ins^niet our children in the. rudiments 
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ofBng,€nbbage, and LaaaqiieiiH:, till tlM^ w^m 
of a proper age to study Wfai&t, and the other games 
of skill, at the acidemy of Mr. Hoyle. By such a 
method oar children would be trained up to make 
a figdre id the world, aod tt>eir piireats «aved thm 
iroable and expence of a useless edacar ion. 

I wish, Mr. FitE-Adam, you woald gire us yoar 
thoughts upon this m fitter, which will ceitaiuiy be 
agreeable to the serious part of your reader*, and 
a great obiigatioQ to. 

Your mo$t hmmblc sanpomt, 

C.Y. 

• P. S. Since my wntiiig the abave, I have beea 
-lookiiig over the first Toluine of the WoaLO^ aai 
mm sorry to find Mr. Fits- Adam himself ao Terj 
tfashhrnable a man, as to countenance and recom* 
laend with his pen the grievance I have been coiiH 
plaining of. In number VII. of your papers, ^o« 
-are pleased to express yourself in the tbllowinflr 
ifopos : ' I look upon cAaos as an innocent and 
Qsefbl amusement^ calculated to interrupt the formal 
conversations and private cabals of large compa« 
nies^ and to give a man something to do, who has 
nodiing to say.' If I had been your adviser, Mr. 
iFitz«Adam, the passage should have stood thus; 
:' I look upon cakds as a senseless and pernicious 
amusement, calculated .to interrupt the improviojg 
cdnversations and enlivening sallies of all compa« 
'&ies, and to level men of genius and understandinig 
with fools and coxcombs.' This is really the truth 
^ the matter : and if you consider it as yon ought> 
you wHl, I hope, retract your opinion as publicly as 
you have given it. 

Youths, Sfc. 
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The other letter is from a mother, complaiaiiig^ 
of the untoward disposition of an only daughter. 

Sir, 

I am a widow of five-and -thirty, Mrith a band- 
seme jointure, and have refused many good ofien 
for the sake of an only child, whom I have endea- 
Toured to bring. up in the most fashionable manner 
I was able. She will have twelve thousand pounds 
to her fortune when she comes of age, and I have 
supported her at my own ex pence, that the interest 
of her portion may be added to the principal. I 
-assure you, sir, that I am not like other mothers of 
my youth and complexion, who, in order to- appear 
younger than they really are, confine their jgrowoh 
tip daughters at home for fear of being rivalled by 
them in pubKc assemblies. I thank Heaven,! have 
no need of such arts ; for as often as I go abroad 
with mine, I am taken for her sister; and I have 
the pleasure of observing, that I have more civil 
things said to me by the men, than my daughter 
can ever hope for. Not that the girl is either ugly 
or aukward ; she is as tall too as her mother, and 
has been of a marriageable age this year or two» 
being complete fifteen the 12th of last March ; but 
as a colonel in the guards was pleased to tell me a 
few nights ago at Ranelagh, I have a certain air and 
manner, that my daughter must quite despair of 
imitating. 

I mention these trifles, sir, to convince you that 
I have not the motive of other mothers for locking 
up my daughter whenever I go abroad ; on the con- 
trary, I have carried her, at times, to all the polite 
assemblies in town; but alas, sir! I cannot make 
her company for people of fashion. She will nei- 
ther plav at cards with them, nor enter into the 
spirit of their conversation. She even pveteada to 
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blush at (wbat she calls) the liberties I allow th« 

inen to take Mrith me. She would not toast a aeD* 

^ment for the world ; and for those delicate double 

vntendres, that so enliven all private companies, I 

cannot for the life of me teach her to understand 

tbem« To be sure the girl has not so white a skin 

as her mother, nor can she value herself upon that 

beautiful fall of shoulders, and elegance of neck, 

for which (I may say it without vanity) I was always 

admired. But then, Mr. Fitz-Adam, those parts of 

lier person are not absolutely odious; though by 

ipinningher handkerchief constantly under herchioy 

she would make every body believe so. 

I have taken immense pains in her education to 

fit lier for the world ; but it is my misfbitune to see, 

that from an unaccountable perverseness of mind, 

^e had rather shut herself up in her^closct, poring 

tipofi the Spectators (which to my knowledge she 

ms read twenty times over) than sit down to a 

eard-table with the first company in England. 

And yet the girl does not want understanding nei- 

tiler ; nay, her uncle in the country, who is a cler- 

cyman and an archdeacon, will have it that she is 

vie noost accomplished young lady this day in £ng- 

Bmd. But what, can a country parson know of ac<* 

icmnplishments ? We who live in the polite circle; 

are certainly the best judges of those matters. She 

"plays well upon the music indeed, and has an im- 

mene pretty voice : but the inistbrtune is, that 

'Mrhen she should be dressing for^" rout, she is either 

ptactising a lesson, or singing a stng; so that I must 

ht forced to go without her, or Stay till the card^ 

tables are all full. A 6g for her atcomplishmejitsl 

I am sure they have almost broken my heart ; and 

I Terily belicfve I shall be tempted to marry again, 

4hat I may have other children of more towardiv 

di^of itions. it was but last ^nday, after spetut- 

X.3 
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ing the evening at cards, at the politest assembly ii 
town (where I would gladly have. taken her) that a 
my return home, I found her in her dresaingrroom 
reading a sermon to her maid. I am by no roeani 
against sermons, Mr. Fitz-Adam ; they do wel 
enough at church ; and whea they are enlivened bj 
good company, I can endure them as well as an] 
body ; but the morning is the time for those sort o 
things, and they ought never to interfere with mon 
agreeable amusements. 

The girl has another whim too. You must knom 
she is naturally of a pale complexion ; and for al 
that I can say or do, I cannot prevail upon her t< 
lay on a little red, even though she sees every da) 
how becoming it is to Me, who do not need it s< 
much : so that she goes into company like a men 
ghost : but of what sex, if it were not for her pet 
ticoats, would be hard to determine ; for she is ab 
solutely covered from head to foot. She had th< 
sauciness to tell me the other day, that I wantec 
her to dress and look like a woman of the town 
I would have you dress and look like a woman o 
the world, Miss, says I ; but to your shame be i 
spoken, there are women of the town who are ca 
pable of improving you. One naay look like a wo 
man of the town, though one woMJ scorn to ac 
like one. 

In this manner, Mr. Fitz-Adam, she tatksand be 
haves. I have tl\f$atened her often to expose he 
in the Woblo ; l"«tmy immense tenderness for he 
has prevailed o^ yT my resentment : and to confes 
the truth, I had no other intention when 1 drew u\ 
this letter, than only to read it to her, and frightei 
her out of her follies; but her behaviour upon th< 
occa:Mon determined me to send it^ and to desir 
your publication of it. < Lord, mamma/ said she 
' Mr. Fita-Atlsun will think you ridiculing Yoursel 
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and compHmenting Me : for if I am really this kind 
of girl, I shall be quite in love with myself. Pray, 
madam, give me the letter, and I'll carry it to Mr. 
Dodsley's with my own hands.' * No miss,' says 
I, ' a servant will be more punctual, I believe : and 
since you are so in love with your oviu character, 
it shall go this minute.' 

Favour me so far, sir, as to give it a place in your 
next Thursday's paper; and if you will tell her of 
her absurdity, and how ill suited her behaviour is 
both to her education and her fortune, you will im* 
mediately oblige, Sir, 

Your most odedierU humble servant, 

M. C. 
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Not long since, I met at St. James's coffee-house 
an old acquaintance of mine, sir Harry Prigg ; who 
having been long rusticated, and much altered, I 
should never have recollected, had it not been for 
the information of a fine old coat, in which I re- 
membered him to have made a figure about town 
many years ago. After the usu^l civilities had 
passed between us, amongst many other questions, 
he asked me when I had seen our old school-fellow, 
sir John Jolly* ? I answered, that J had last summer 
spent some days with him at his country seat, in a 
manner which would have been highly agreeable (o 
9 per^h.of a more fashionable turn, but was to me 
rather fatiguing from its excess of gaiety and hospi- 
tality, which, according to my unpolite taste, were 
by. no means consistent with the soft and.sefioiii 

* Sec Number 1^3. 
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pleasures of a rural retirement. He said^ he per* 
fectly agreed with me in my sentiments^ and passed 
his time in the country in comformity to them : hit 
manner of life, he was sure^ would exactly suit mp, 
and obligingly begged I would make the experi- 
ment, adding, that he should go down in a few myi, 
and would carry me with him in his chariot. I ac- 
cepted his invitation, not so tnuch out of inclina- 
tion, as curiosity to see a new scene of country 
life, formed on principles so opposite to what I had 
before experienced, and promised to attend him at 
the time appointed. 

But first it will be proper to give some accouBt 
of the birth, parentage, and education of my friend. 
He came young to his title and a small estate^ and 
was soon after sent to the university; where his 
title absurdly giving him the rank of nobility, and 
his estate, though small, an allowance sufficient to 
support that rank at that place ; he there contracted 
an affectation of grandeur, and a pert kind of self- 
importance, which he has ever since retained, and 
which neither poverty nor solitude has been yet 
able to conquer. Having in two or three yean ac- 
quired the usual advantages of that sort of edaca- 
tion, such as the arts of sporting^ toasting, billiards^ 
and coachmanship, he came to London, entered 
into the gay world, and had address and qualifica- 
tions sufficient to introduce himself into what he 
still calls the best company ; that is, the company 
of smarts, bucks, jockeys, and gamesters. Nor wai 
he deficient in point of gallantry ; for he soon comi- 
menced an intrigue with the sister of one of these 
his friends. Whether his intentions were at first 
honourable, is not perfectly clear; but he waa 
quickly obliged to declare them so, being acquainted 
that a lady of her rank was not to be trifled with, 
?>"d that he must either fight or marry ; the latter 
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lich be couragponsly chose, as being the moMt 
g action of the; two. This]ady had more gen- 
than beauty, more beauty than understanding, 
understanding than fortune, and a fortune 
equal to her reputation. She was tall and 
jhaped, carried her head very high, and being 
ounger daughter of the younger son of the 
ousin of an Irish baron, looked upon herself 
roman of quality. In a little time sir Harry 
ly hated her for compelling him to fnarry ; 
he no less despised him for being compelkad : 
t finding little happiness at home,, they were 
id to seek it abroad at plays and routs, operas 
^ming-tables, at no small expence. This 
not continue long ; so that before one winter 
t an end, they discovered that the town«air 
1 not agree with them, and so retired to .their 
ry-seat, about forty miles from London ; whi- 
'. shall now conduct my reader, 
the morning appointed, I attended early at 
lodgings in town, where I found the post- 
>t at the door, and my friend standing by it, 
a long whip in his hand, ready to mount the 
saying at the same time, that coachmen were 
insolent and expensive rascals, there was no 
ng them, and that therefore he always chase 
his own. In the parlour sat my lady, and 
si Macshean, a gentleman who had long been 
intimate with sir Harry, and not less so with 
dyship ; and in the passage stood her French- 
:n, in a sack and long ruffles, with her arms 
f band-boxes and bundles; which were no 
r disposed of in various parts of the chariot, 
ny lady, and myself with a woman on a ow 
at our feet, were stuffed into the little room 
W9S left. Sir Harry mounted the box, his 
de chambre rode by, and a snivelling foot- 
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boy climbed up behind. Thus the whole family, 
with their baggage, and myself into the bai^io, 
were conveyed without the expence of either a 
stage coach or a waggon. 

Nothing passed during our journey worth relat- 
ing. Her ladyship spoke little^ and that little- wai 
only complaints of her bad nerves, and ill state at 
health ; to which, having no expectation of a fee, I 
paid little attention. They both declared tliat iio- 
bodv but a carrier could dine at an inn, tberefora 
they never stopped on the road : so with the assist* 
ance of a fresh pair of horses, that had conic 
twenty miles that morning without a bait, about 
sun-set we arrived at our journey's end. The c«h 
lonel got tliere before us, having rode post: forsii 
Harry frequently declared to us both, that, though 
his friends were we'urome, he never entertained 
their horses; that it was not the fashion of tfant 
country : neither my loid '^*j nor the duke of ***, 
nor himself, did it. 

It was not long before the dinner made its apt- 
pearance ; which was so very genteel, that had it 
not been rendered uneatable by a bad affectation of 
French cookery, it would not have been half snf- 
ficient, after so many miles travelling, and so long 
fasting. At the conclusion we had mead, which 
passed for tokay, and elder wine, which sir Harry 
swore was the best burgundy in England, and that 
he himself h^d imported it, in conjunction with a 
noble lord in the neighbourhood. Over a glass of 
this, the cloth being removed, he informed us, 'that 
when the smoke of London, and the bad hours inci- 
dent to keeping good company,wouldno longeragre^ 
with his own or his wife's constitution, he had dtftef^ 
mined to seek health and quiet in an elegant relive* 
ment. He had been offered indeed a seat in par- 
liament, and a considerable employment i but iiia 
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' oonstitntkin would not permit biin to accept 
e ooe, nor his sound principles of the other. 
omept ^ as meir objt^ct ; therefore all they 
Led WBF the- lorrible irruptions of a countrV 
Kniriiood ; but tnis tbeyliad happiK'preventfd. 
eed on their first coniim;. ever\' faniilv 

^ * * 

m. xen miies round, tormented them iK*ith their 
rtinent xisits : but thev returned Bone, af- 
id tbem all, and iio got rid of them. ' Don't 
kink we did right, m^' dear r' turning to h is 
' I tbink» anfiwered she, in a surly and de-> 
d voice, that it is better to forget the use of 
toDgfDe, than to converse with nquirci^' iri^-e^ 
arsons' daughters.' ' You are rights madam ; 
d the colonel^ with an oath and a loud laugh,* 
what can one learn in such damned company :' 
morrow/ savsmv friend, addressing himself to 
you shall see that we ^aiit no company, and 
we can sufficiently amu^ ourself es with buiJd- 
nd planting, with impro%*ementsand alterations, 
h I dare say will be honoured with jour j^ 
itioo.' 

xordingly the next morning, as soon as break* 
x-as finished, mv ladv and the colonel retired 
ber dressing-room to cribbage, and sir Harry 
myself to reconnoitre the place. The housn 
is'at the end of a dirty village, and close by it 
I few tame deer, impounded in an orchard, to 
h he gives the pompous title of a park. Be* 
is a fen, which he calls a piece of water, and 
"6 it a goose-common, on which he bestows the 
3 of a lawn. It was built in that deplorable 
of English architecture, which introduced high 
I, long w^indows, small rooms, and comer 
inies ; and of gardening, which projected gravel 
s, dipt yews, and strait lined avenues, with k 
usioii of brick walls, iron p^ni^adn*, and Uadf^o 
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images. But all these defects, and many others^ he 
has now corrected by a judicious application of 
modern taste. His doors are so reduced, you-c«b-' 
not enter with your hat on ; and his windows aft 
contracted, that you have scarce light enonfffa to 
find it, if you pull it off. In the midst of the tTonl» 
one large bow-window is stuck on, resembling 8 
piece of whited-brown paper plaistered on a broken 
nose ; and a great room is added behind to dine id, 
which, was it ever inhabited, would make all the 
little ones appear still less : but having never yet 
been finished, for want both of cash and credit, it 
remains at present only a repository of broken 
china, a pair of back -gammon tables, and the 
children's play-things. His brick walls are con- 
verted into chimnies and ovens, and his yew-trees 
supply them with faggots : his iron-work is sold to 
the blacksmiths, and his heathen gods to the 
plumber, for the pious use of covering the parish 
church : his gravel walks are sown with grass ; and 
he frequently repeats that frugal, yet genteel maxim, 
that sheep arc the best gardeners. His horsepond 
being made serpentine, is become useless, le*st it 
should be trod up; and his fences, being all Chinese, 
are no fences at all ; the horses leaping over, and 
the hogs walking under them at their pleasure. 
The transplanted avenue is expiring in leafless pla- 
toons; the kitchen-garden, for conveniency, is re- 
moved two furlongs from the house ; and the kitchen 
itself unjustly turned out of doors, for smelling of 
victuals ; a crime of which it has ever been acquitted 
by the voice of the whole country. 

When our survey was finished, our amusements 
were all at au end ; for within doors the pleasures 
both of society and solitude were equally wanting. 
Of our conversation I have given a specimen ; and 
books there were none, except a small one couUin* 
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iag tunes - for the French-horn, belonging to sir 
Harry; and the third volume of Peregrine Pickle, 
and a method ist prayer-bot^k, the property of her 
ladyship* I begun now to wii^li for a little of my 
friond sir John's hospitality, of a\ Inch there wan not 
hdre the least appearance. We heard not of a hu- 
man creature, except by their injuries and insults, 
not altogether indeed unprovoked ; for the pantry 
and the cellar, though usually empty, were ah^-ays 
locked. Strong- beer there was none; and the ^mall, 
thotigh nobody at home could drink it, was not 
suffered to be giv(:n away. Ihe servants were al- 
ways out of hunionr, and frequently changing ; and 
the tradesmen wlio brought their bills, were jiaid 
ouly by a wrangle, or a draft oh some tenant who 
owed no rent. There was not a neighbour very 
near except the parson of the parish, and alderman 
Grub, a rich citizen, who had purchased a consider- 
able part of it from sir Harry. With these they 
lived in a state of perpetual hostilities: tfaev quar- 
relled with the alderman for presuming to bay an 
estate which they wanted to sell; and the parson 
quarrelled with them, because he was in possession 
of the only living in the gift of sir Harry, and the 
alderman had a much better to dispose of. By the 
encouragement of these good neighbours, and their 
own ill-conduct, consisting of a strange mixture of 
insolence and avarice, of meanness and niagnifi- 
cenre, they w ere despised, persecuted, and affronted 
by all around them. Their pigs were wprried^ their 
poultry murdered, their dogs poisoned^;^tb^ game 
destroyed, their hedges broke, and thej[)r^My'^Ac;ks 
fiet on fire. They were hissed and hopted'At; and 
Dow-and-then a great pair of horns were fixed on 
their gates ; an insult at which tliey svere highly en- 
raged, but the meaning of which lieither «iit Harry 
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nor my 1ady» not eyen with the amiaitance of dwco* 
lonel, could ever guess at. 

I soon grew weary of this hind of cootofftion 
uneasiness; and having recourse to the old 
of urgent business, I took my leaTe/and ^ di 
to town ; reflecting all the way with surpr 
ingenuity of mankind, to render themselves mx oncm 
miserable and ridiculous : and lamenting tbtt' lk# 
happiness and innocence of rural life are now •csne 
any where to be found, but in pasto/ab and riM 
mances* 



No. 179. THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 175«. 



I AM never better pleased than \^en I can oblige 
a group of correspondents at once. This I am e»^ 
abled to do in my paper of to-day. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

The expediency of people's putting up bilb al 
their doors, who have houses or lodgings to let, it 
to very apparent, that as ofVen as I walk the streets 
of this metropolis, I wonder that the same practiea 
has not prevailed in other instances, and that we da 
not see it written at every door, as often as iheta 
is occasioD, Wanted a coachman, butler, co6lc» 
chambermaid, &c. By such a method the exptac^ 
of public advertisements would be saved, and every- 
body accommodated in the most expeditious raaa* 
Bcr. 

But I would by no means confine these bills to 
]od(g;ers and secvants ; there are other wants whick 
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«ir« at least equally pressing, and which it might be 
|m>per to signrfy in the same manner. Thus ^r in* 
^Ufkice, at the door of an attorney or solicitor, it 
'wvoM not be amiss if we were to read in targe let- 
ters, IfatHed Hmtsty, At the door of a new bene- 
ficed |>arson, Waraed HundUty. At the garret win- 
idow of a poet or author. Wanted a Dinner. At the 
door of a man of quality. Wanted Credit, At the 
door of a patriot. Wan/id a Place, At the door of 
a bishop, Wanud a House at Lambeth, And at the 
doors of all great men. Wanted Sincerity, 

By this method the wants of all mankind would 
t>e known, and in all probability be relieved more 
expeditiously than by any other means. 

If you give this proposal a place in your paper, 
you will oblige the public in general, and in parti- 
cular. 

Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

C. L. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
The following advertisement has lately fallen into 
tny hands : and I believe, with a few of your obser- 
vations upon it, it might furnish some en^itiin- 
-ttent for the public, as you have already made some 
'very just remail&s upon servants, in your paper of 
Ihe first of January last. 

I am. Sir, ifc^ 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
' The grooms of the chambers, butters, and 
other servants of persons of quality, concerned in 
oard money, are desired to meet at the society'^ 
quarterly meeting place, St. James's, on Friday the 
12tk of this instant March, at nine in the morning, 
to take under consideration the further duty sna 
to be intended to be laid on c^rds. 

M 2 
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* Sote, It is desired, that no gentliiniaii, &c» 
longing to noblemen or others, will enter into 
agreement with their ladies, as to card-money^. 
till after this meeting. The servants of citii 
tradesmen, who<te mistresses keep routs, may aiiei 
if they think proper. 

' Thf* best of teas, French rolls and butter, ^ 
be provided on the occasion.' 

To the Author of the World. 

Sir, 

I am married to a haberdasher of small-wares 
the court end of the town ; and with Heaven's I 
and my own, my husband has been able to lay ui 
few hundreds for our two girls, who are all the cf 
drcn we have. They both serve in the shop ev( 
day in the week but Thursday, when I have alii 
assembly in the dining-room, where we amuse o 
selves with a pack of cards. 

Nbw you must know, sir, that my husband is vi 
much offended at this, and is tellinsc me twci 
times a day that his customers are neglected, and 
business of the shop standing still from my fooler 
as he calls them. I do not deny, sir, that these 
semblieson a week-day are a little inconvenien' 
us, and therefore I have some thoughts of chang 
them to Sunday. To be sure a Sunday's assero 
would be perfectly agreeable on. many accou! 
In the first place, it would interfere with no sort 
business. Secondly, it would be much gente 
Tbihlly, I should see a great deal more compi 
and fourthly, my husband and the prentice Wv 
theu be at leisure to attend the tea-table. 
h^ve one doubt about the matter, which is, i 
tbftre are envious people in the world, who 
ponsibly give out that I am setting up for a pn 
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3f ion ; ^ it 18 a notion they hare got^ tha^ 
Done out people of fashion should have routs on a 
Sunday. At present I am undeteraiineri in this af- 
fair, and am resolved to continue so^ till I have your 
opinion ; which I beg you will give me as soon as 
possible; and 

I am^ Sir, 

Your very humble servani, 

Mart Tapb. 

In answer to Mrs. Tape, I freely confess that she 
has more substantial reasons for having her rout on 
I Sunday than any lady I know : and whenever I 
give my assent to card meetings on that day, she 
nan certainly be indulged. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I have lately made a discovery, which, for the 
good of mankind, I hope you will permit mc to 
wake public by the means of your paper. 

I must inform you that by the death of an aiint, 
I am lately come to the possession of a fine old ma- 
nor-house in the country, which on my going tlii- 
ther with my family to reside, I found so over-run 
■with rats, that we were in danger of being devoured 
l>y them. You may be sure 1 left nothing untried 
to rid the house of them ; but they baflled the at- 
tempts of the rat-catchers, and continued to in- 
crease rather than diminish ; till all at once, they 
▼^Aished of their own accord, and never visited me 
•fcrwards. I was very much puzzled to account 
fcf this strange desertion : and it was not till near 
^fertnight had elapsed that 1 was let into the secret 
fcy a very uncommon and offensive smell, that pro- 
ceeded from the door of an old lumber room. I 
^Dtoiediately entered it, and saw a multitude of rats 
lying dead upon the floor. On examining into thV 

MS 



J2d WORLD. N* 17^, 

cause, I cast my eyes upon a little drawer, wbicb I 
remembered to have left open in my search. after 
some papers of my aunt, and that it was filled with 
various sorts, of quack racdicinen, such as pi\l$, 
powders, ointments, and other things, for which she 
iiad the highest veneration. This drawer, :iThich 
was quite full when I opened it, was now almost 
empty ; which sufficiently convinced me that I was 
indebted for my deliverance to these medicines ; 
but I was cautious of asserting it, till I bad tried 
the experiment. For this purpose 1 procuredof a 
rat-catcher half a dozen live rats; to each of which 
I gave a diflerent medicine. In half an hour and 
three minutes, two of my patients died in convul- 
sions ; the rest were thrown into profuse sw^eats, vo- 
miting and purging to so violent a degree, that they 
survived their companions but three quarters-of an 
hour, and then gave up the ghost in the same con- 
vulsions. 

I was highly pleased with this experiment, as it 
taught me the real use of these excellent medicines ; 
and it is with great pleasure that I take this oppor- 
tunity of recommending them to all captains of 
ships, maltsters, meal-men, and farmers, aod to 
those gentlemen and ladies who live in old 
bouses. 

I am. Sir, 

Your constant reader and humble servani^ 

G.H. 

P. S, By a second experiment, I have discovered 
that one of these pills, gounded or crumbUj will 
destroy twenty mice. They may also be of excel- 
lent use in thinning a poor family of young chil- 
dren, being thus pounded or bruised, and spread ia 
small quantities upon their bread and batter. 
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I shall conclude this paper with % very liigeiMou^ 
little piece, which is just now cpramuoicated to me 
by my good friend Mr. Dodsley, and which shews 
what an agreeable and elegant use a man of taste 
and memory may make of his reading. It was 
thrown together by a member of a society of gen- 
tJemea,' who meet once a year to celebrate the birth- 
day of Shakspeare, and is as follows : 

ON THE 

BIRTH-DAY 

» 

OF 

SHAKSPEARE, 

A CENTO. 

TAKEN FROM IIIS WOBKS. 

Naturd ip$& mitre, et mentis viribvs excitari, 
et quasi quodutn divina spiritu aj^aru 

* Cicero. 



— Veacc to this meeting. 



Joy and fair time, health and goad wishes. 
Now, worthy friends, the cause wh^. we are mety 
Is in celebration of the day that g^ve^ 
Immortal Shakspeark {o thisfuvpur^d ifle i 
The most replenished siicct ivork of "nature,' . 
Which from the prime creation eVr shefram^dp 
thou divinest nature ! hoxv thyself thou blason*si 
In this thy son I formed in thy prodigality^ 
To hold thy mirror up, and give the time 
Its very form and prci sure ! IVhen he speaks 
Ea^h aged ear plays huant at his tales. 
And younger hearings are q^uite ravished; 
So voluble is his discourse-'-'-^Gentle 
As zephyr blowing underneath the violet, 
tfot xvags,ing its swecl head — Yet as rough, 
^His nobk blood enchajf-jj q,s the rude wind. 
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That by the top doth take the mountain pine. 

And make him itoop to th* vaie-^^Tis wonderful 

That. an inoisible instinct shouldjrame him 

To loyalty, unlearn' d; honour untaught ; 

Civility, not seen in other; knowledge 

JTiat wildly grows in him, but yields a crop 

As if it had been sown. What a piece of work ! 

How noble in faculty ! Infinite in reason ! 

A combination and a form indeed. 

Where ev'ry god did seem to set his seal, 

Heav'n has him now — Yet let our idolatrous fancy 

Still sanctify his relics ; and this day 

Stand aye distir^uish'd in the kalendar 

To the last vf liable qf recorded time: 

For if we take him but for all in all 

We ne'er shall look upon his like again. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sib, 

You have reading and experience enough to know* 
tiiat some of the greatest ornaments and conve- 
niencies of life owe their rise to inconsiderable be- 
ginnings ; and on the contrary, that little abuses and 
mistakes, by continual repetitions and aggrava^ 
tions, have grown into calamities, which have se- 
verely exercised, as well the wisdom, as the patience 
of mankind. In this light it is hoped the following 
petition will be considered. It was not drawn up 
barely to amuse your readers for five or six mi- 
nutes, but with a view to very important conae* 
quences that may possibly be derived from it. Your 
labours sufficiently intimate that you consider your 
species as one |3:reat family, of -vhich you are s 
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member, and cooacquei^y uniier an obligation te 
cpviitenaoice every tbin^ that tta<f a teudency to its 
jdraDceoient. It u fgt that rea.<40u application is 
ffldei to you. 

k' ^- . 
1 our caaaiimtttukF and kmmble servant. 



HUMBLE PETITIOX 

O F 

ALL THE LETTERS IN THE AtPHABET. 

Except E. and O. 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioners caaoot, without jjreat vio- 
lence to their motlesty, insiit upon any thing that 
may reflect honour upon themselves; but the no* 
cessity of the case will plead their excuse ; and 
therefore they beg leave must humbly to represent, 
that in conjunction with E and O, they have been 
for many ages, in a great part of the world, the only 
sopport of the whole intercourse of human life. 
By them men have been enabled. to converse when 
-they meet, and to communicate their thoughts to 
each other at any distance. By them the social vir- 
tues exist, are multiplied and improved* to a degree 
pot easily conceived by those who, eJ|hcr from ig- 
norance, or a too constant familiarity, are apt to 
contract a sort of contempt for objects of thti 
greatest use. 

The body which your petUioners almost entirely 
compose, is known to consist of bqt few indivf* 
4uais ; and the business they are em pipy ed in is in* 
•finite:- yet no transaction has ever siJllered fn>m 
4iny defect in them. Under proper direction^ tbfy 
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never fail to execute what is intended, though im 
the course of their service, circumstances freqaent^ 
occur of the nicest and most delicate nature. W 
their intervention contending princes dispute their 
claims of empire. . Upon .them depend divines, 
statesmen, lawyers, and physicians; all professions, 
all trades ; and with their assistance the heggar asks 
his alms. An influence more extensive, more uni- 
versal, is hardly to be imagined : so many and so 
great are the purposes answered by your petitioners: 
a society that does more honour to the species, than 
all others put together. 

But the utility and importance of yourpetitionen 
have, for their foundation, a perfect harmony and 
good understanding among themselves ; inasmuch 
as the least dissension may prove of ^tal conse- 
quence : for should any one of them withdnrw his 
assistance from the rest, their {^ctivity, which qua- 
lifies them for all employments, would in a momcii^ 
cease, and they must become, in the strictest sense 
of the words, dead letters. 

Nevertheless so it is, that certain persons, either 
through folly or perverseness, have opened a door 
to discord, an enemy ever upon the watch, and thM 
must inevitably prevail, if a speedy and eflRMHual 
stop be not put to a practice, which has for many 
years had its favourers in the greatest and moot po- 
lite assembly of this metropolis. A thousand wit- 
nesses might be produced to prove, that at every 
Ridotto, part of the company is sealed at a round 
table, which has a hollow moveable circle in the 
middle, with a declivity from the center, and its 
circumference divided into little separate cavities or ' 
cells, distinguished by the letters £ arid O, placed 
over them alternately : the hollow circle is put in 
motion, and a small ivory ball thrown upon it iu a 
'j^nfr^rr 'direction j affcer sev^'-al turns, the inclina- 



tioa off the mrsna: 'Ziprts^k zi* c^sZL iumTi -xw^r^m 
Ike cawkiw pin^iirsd uir J3 :-:M:*ciL.<Ht. ji <«k «t 
wbidb* kanaoE ?%aHWDiz*tii «-" eru inxrf^ is « j^a 

or aoty tike kttcr ubi^r vflLxfi. Cje dA.1 aklf^f<cft> n 

Ikoor, sir, m« cno^iftr'S coo-piiuBaii cf by yy7«r 
petitioDen U, tax ^fte race iiMvUi c« wtw^ty m4 
absohitehr go^cra^ ^Y ^ ^^^ ^- ^^^ denvv i» 
Mme linMB tiMoe ictKi^ ;uoae. All uspanLiI jud^i^s 
will acknowledge ufce pmmace lo be la uncutf «we. 
tiDce all yoor p€tic:c««» are rqvaliy qualified hw ili* 
lerYice, ready u> az.dcrca^e ^r, «&i oaTe sptrii enoogh 
to claiin a share in tbe honotcr. 

There is indeed, and there most of necesnty be. 
a precedence in the carder of the alphabet ; but this 
has never yet been cndeistnod to denote any supe- 
rior excellence ; and grantincr it did, the two asso* 
dates in power cannot avail themselves of thai 
circlnnstance, becaase all who know their letters* 
and are capable of counting not quite twenty, will 
ind the former of them in the fifth, and the latter 
in- the fourteenth place. Like other favourites 
therefore, they have been advanced, not for their 
merit, but altogedier from caprice. 

The disadvantages of this practice are evident Co 
alL The few who are well established in reading* 
br a perpetual and close attention to E and O only, 
may entirely forget your petitioners, and by thai 
means lose all the advantages of a learned education* 
As to the many, who have every thing to learn> tlie 
iianger is, that not one of them will be prevailed on 
to go a step beyond O, wkich must absolutely defeat 
those expectations which the public may have formed 
from the rising generation. 

The remedy for IbfHe evils is hQweter easy «ad 
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certain : it is onlv to have the letters over tllBi cavi* 
ties made to slide on and off, and 'to prosride a 
complete alphabet of them ; then, begjoaing with 
A and B, let tbem govern for a certain time ; next 
C and D are to preside^ and in this manner a rega^ 
lar rotation is to take place. The use of this -ooiw* 
trivance must be obvious to every body, as a thoo^ 
saud things might be taught in this VfBy, ^liich 
it would be hopeless to attempt in any otbef 
whatsoever. '• • * 

Your petitioners, submitting the premises tojipqr 
consideration, humbly pray such relief, as to ygur 
great wisdom shall seem meet. . ' . '■ •- 

A,B.' 

C. !>• 

' F. ©•••■ 

Hvl,. 

M.- N. .. 
P.O.;'' 



=■■» ■ ;.-. 
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T has been remarked by certain wise philosophiM^ 
that men are strangely apt to err in their Ivotidfi^ 
of good and evij, virtue and vice. They t^ll us tbelP- 
wa have no adequate idea:;9f those words, butaiv* 
contiaualhymistakingand con founding them, calling 
good ev?I, and evil goc^, virtue vice, and vice vir- 
tue. Otxe of these pliilospftbftrs has very lafelj^ 



discovered tlwt tb^ f«?-:*i:r»c-Ts?. r"T«xffrr5«w «t>J 
miseries of uazikziA *r? ^2.-?"t cw^r-r to j:<n«:s- 
ment and bw>,. ai^i Ttizi a fsx:« of a^^JirchT A^d 
confiisioD, wLere :h* "weii ir^e ct :rz iLency c€ the 
stroog, and the sinoT-^e of ti* c-unT^-.r*;- i> ii>e onhr 
state of concord, ?ec^riTy. a-id *^'r'.Tifss- 

Another uf these pLik^-r-t: -rr?, wr.o seemf ra:ber 
inclined to newmocri goterijzie-ts. than to^ily :o 
subvert them, has pry>T€-*i Tv z:.e i^iiiicxion i»t luuU 
titudes, that fraud, laxanr, ci>rrupt'r,n, and all the 
catalogue of rictus (as men are mi'^akenly pleaded 
to call them) are the only mcaa« to make a com- 
ibunity great, flourishing, and trappy : and on the 
contrary', that fru^lity, temperance, coatinrnce, 
and the like, which are Tulgariy termed virtue?, 
tend finally to its destmction. 

For my own part, I was not philosopher enough 
in my youth to investigate these deep truths : and 
HOW I am old, I find myself so bigoited to fomier 
opinions, as not easily to perctiive that rapes, niur- 
<lers, and adulteries, are beneficial to society, or 
that a state of nature is better calculated for th« 
preservation of property, or the ease, peace, and 
happiness of mankind, than government and laws, 
^ut lest it should be said of me, that from th« 
peevishness and obstinacy of age, I am shutting my 
^es against the light, I will freely confess that i am 
»«itely become a convert to some other Opinions* 
^brch I formerly held in equal disesteera. I had 
^Ong accustomed myself to look on Gaming as a 
^ice; and as such I have frequently treated it in 
the course of these papers: but I am now fully qow- 
^inced of my error, and that 1 ought to i^tftt con- 
sidered it as a national virtue, and productive of 
niore advantages to society than any other iiftlfc-' 
soever. That my readers may entertain the Athe 
pinion, I shall here present Uicm with a Utter 

VOL. XXIX. N 
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which I have lately received from a very ingenioui 
correspondent^ whose reasoning upon this fubject 
is too conclusive to be opposed. 



ToMr. Fiti-Adaic. 

Sir, 

I hope you will not think it inconsistent with tlic 
manner in which you have proposed to conduct 
your paper, to lay before the public the complaints 
of your correspondents, relating to that part of the 
world you more immediately preside over; espe* 
cially as you have declared your design to iBter* 
pose, whenever the critical emergencies of your 
country shall require your assistance. 

You, who are acquainted with public proceed- 
ings, must have taken notice of the additional taxes 
that have been laid upon cards and dice ; by which 
it is justly apprehended, that the profits arising 
from the honourable occupations dependent thereoD 
will be greatly impeded. Whatever satisfaction 
gloomy and splenetic minds (always disposed to 
anticipate the ruin of the kingdom) may express, I 
assure you, I cannot help considering this affiiir 
with the most painful concern ; and I doubt not my 
easons will be equally convincing to you. 

At a time when the perfidious enemies of our 
country have rendered all foreign trade precarious 
and uncertain, to what happier resources can we fly 
than the commerce of game ? By what means is the 
circulation of money, the life and spirit of trade, 
more speedily promoted ? What other business can 
boast of such large returns? and (with honour be 
it mentioned) what debts in any other kind of com* 
THerce .are m^re punctually discharged? How 
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strongly do the various fluctuations of fbrtunt 
inculcate fortitude, courage, resignation, and a 
noble contempt of death ! virtues for which the 
proficients in this science have been greatly re- 
nowned. What better method could be found out 
far humbling the grandeur, and diminishing th» 
over-grown revenues of our nobility and gentry, 
than by blending their manoers and fortunes with 
the lowest of their fellow-creatures ? Nor is it the 
least praise of this profession, that the fair sex are 
qualified to make a figure in it, and to exert those 
striking talents which we seem so solicitous to ex- 
clude from many of the arts of life. By a constant 
application to gaming, they gradually wear off the 
killing brightness of those eyes, and the overpower- 
ing splendour of those charms, which would other- 
wise be destructive to many thousands of mankind. 
Heuce they are taught kindness and condescension, 
and rendered graciously accessible to the company 
tnd caresses of every adoring sri'ain. I might ob- 
serve fiirtber, that while the merchant and tradesmau 
are contracting a narrow avaricious turn of mind, 
a haughty contempt, and a supercilious air, the 
gallant spirits who have e.>poused this genteel com* 
merce, ac(|uire an engaging freedom of conversation. 
It boundless generosity of nature, and ao inimitable 
politeness of manners. 

If the political advantages of ^min^ are de- 
manded of me, I answer, ttiat it M^.or'.-<» our mowiy 
in the kingdom, and keeps it in u**rjHst'iii\ circuit 
tion. Can there be a more conviiirtiij; dtni'mv^rn^ 
tion of the dangerous coaseqoeiMyri» off wr^if^n tr44iSf 
than that the richer of the kingdr/m art* eJlbinuaAil 
by it, and the national cvment we^Hu, Mf:iJi0r4,h% U* 
tKe opinion of some srise ezUuhUjrif ft4m:k4 ihn^ 
forty millions to twehref mU u^mt^tmkm fJb# »- 



portation of the various follies^ fashions, and poi- 
sons, which expose, infatuate, and destroy so many 
of our deluded countrymen. Can any other argu- 
ment be necessary to procure an unlimited inclul- 
gence to a comnirrce, from whence so many advan- 
tages spring, and which is so evidently conducive 
to the publi(r good ? 

If it should be objected, that many persons of 
plentiful incomes are reduced to poverty by gaming. 
I should he. glad to know what employments in life 
are totally exempted from misfortune, and how 
many bankrupts are recorded in our public chro- 
nicles, who despairing to rise in the world by the 
vulgar method of trade, have had recourse to this 
genteel profession, and quickly retrieved their 
fortunes. 

It would be easy to mention many more circum- 
stances in praise of so noble a commerce, if it was 
in the least necessary : I doubt not of the concur* 
renceofall men of genius and spiritin these my senti- 
ments; and I hope the legislature^ will heucetonvard 
look with favour on an art, in which the politeness, 
the morals, the constitution, and the riches of this 
kingdom are so greatly concerned ; and instead of 
discouraging it with severe taxes, and heavy bur- 
thens, will contribute every thing to its advance- 
ment. To this end I cannot present you with a 
better proposal, than, * that all those who can 
bring sufficient proof of their having lost from nne 
thousand to one hundred thousand pounds, shall be 
maintained at the public expence, and rewarded 
for their patriotism, in sacrificing their fortune so 
disinterestedly for the good of their country.' 

If you shall please to communicate these thoughts 
to the public, and recommend them by some argu- 
ments of your own, I shall thiuk you that friend of 



the world you pretend to be, aod may poasibly gi«« 
yoti some future advices, which may not be uil« 
worthy your notice. 

I am. Sir, 

YouT sincere friend, 
and hearty admirer. 

Jack Loyrbox. 



« 



^mam 



No. 182. THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 1756. 



A Vehy facetious friend of mine was observing 
the other day, that he could always discover with 
great certainty the shape, height, and complexion 
of any man's wife in company, by calling for his 
toast. If he gives you a lean woman, depend upon 
it, says he, his wife is a fsA one ; or if he drinks his 
bumper to a beauty of fine height and complexion, 

}roa may safely conclude that the lady at home 4s 
ittle and swarthy, and so on : for, cmitinues he, I 
have ever tbund it to be true, that when a man has 
been married a full half year, he will be the coa« 
stant admirer of all other women, in proportion as 
they differ from his own wife. 

I wish with all my heart there was no colour of 
truth in this remark ; but I am afraid that the wives 
of the generality of men, like their other possessions, 
are apt to pall a little upon their hands. Fine for* 
•tunes, fine hou^s, fine gardens, and fine equipages, 
bring but little enjoyment to theirowners ^ insomuch 
that we are every day breaking the tenth com* 
•mandment, by coveting our neighbour's house, our 
sieighbour's wtfe, or tvny thing that is our nekghhwr^tm 
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Whence thisr perverseness of mankind arises/ I 
will not take upon me to determine. My friend, 
who never thinks enough to perplex himselfy lays 
the fault upon human nature. lie asserts that men 
are in evei'y respect just what they were intended 
to be, and that we have the same reason to be 
angry with a bear for not being a man, as with a 
man for having the imperfections of one. 

That we are frail by nature is too certain a truth ; 
but the comfort is, that He who made us so does 
not expect perfection from us, and will pardon 
errors that do not proceed from wilful corruptioD, 
and obstinate disobedience. 

There is a humourous fable of the ancients upon 
thegeneral frailty of mankind, which as I have never 
seen in English, I have ventured to modemisse and 
translate for the entertainment of my readers. 

' Jupiter, after he had seized the throne of 
Saturn, conquered the Titans, and made the uni* 
verse his own, left the government of this lower 
world, and the affairs of mankind, to the inferior 
deities. Each had his separate votaries, and no 
one was to interfere in the department of another. 
Mars was captain-general of the soldiery of all 
nations, Neptune was lord high admiral, Bacchus 
presided over clubs and festivals. Mercury over 
trade, Apollo over wit and physic, Minerva over" 
learning, Venus and the Graces over beauty, Jud(^ 
over marriage, Diana over chastity, ^nd so on. 

' In the first ages of the world the affairs of mec^ 
seemed to be in a very flourishing condition ; but tbi^ 
face of things began gradually to change, till at la&'tt 
a general depravity prevailed over the face of th^i? 
whole earth. The gods, finding themselves unequa.1 
to the task imposed upon them, and angry wit is 
mankind, petitioned .lupiter to take the govern — 
^ntnt of them into his own hands ; but he frowne 
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at their request, commanding them to proceed as 
they had begun, and leave the consecjuences to 
himself. The deities, perplexed at their repulse, 
conveued a council among themselves, in which it 
was agreed that they should draw up a second peti- 
tion to Jupiter, that lor the better understanding 
the natuie of mankind, they should have leave to 
pay a visit to the world, and to take upon them for 
a time the several natures of their votaries. Jupiter 
laughed, and consented to their petition, hut with 
this particular limitation, that they should be en- 
tirely divested of supernatural powers, and that as 
they were to personate mortals, they should be 
subject to their frailties. 

' The deities consented to the will of Jupiter, 
and having deliberated on the several parts they 
Were to act, made their descent upon the earth. 
Marsbought himself a pair of colours in the guards, 
and being a gay, handsome younj? fellow, and a 
great favourite of the ladies, was quickly advanced 
to the command of a company. His equipage wan 
the most splendid that could be imagined ; be 
dressed, danced, gamed, and swore to the utmost 
perfection ; he knocked down watchmen and ccn- 
9tables,drew his sword upon chairmen and waiters, 
iaughed at the parsons, bilked whores and hackney- 
<:oachmen, cheated tavlors and lacemen, stormed 
towns at every tavern, and saluted at the head of 
Lis company with inimitable grace. But having 
unfortunately seduced the wife of his friend, and 
being called out on the occasion, he chose to de- 
cline fighting, and was broke for cowardice. 

' Neptune was a hardy rough tar, and got early 
the command of a fixty-guu ship. He attacked 
the trade of the enemy with great intrepidity, and 
took prizes of immense value. His prudence wa^ 
•qual to his courage ; inasmuch »« his sbij) was 
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never known to suffer by the enemy's shot, or a 
man to die on board her of a violent death. Bat as 
Neptune was now no more than a man, and therefore 
liable to error, he had the misfoiixtne to mistake 
his Admiral's signal to attack^ for a signal to sheer 
otr, and happening to have no interest at court, was 
disabled fiom service, and sent to live opon his 
fortune. 

' Bacchus was a country 'squire, and a great 
sportsman ; he got drunk every day, and debauched 
all the wives and daughters of his tenants and 
neighbours ; till being reduced by hislextravaganoe, 
and driven to various shifts, he at last drew beer 
in a night-cellar to hackney-coachmen and street- 
walkers. 

' Mercury was a linen-draper in the city, and 
acquired a plentiful fortune by being three times 
a bankrupt ; but happening to be discoTered in a 
fourth attempt, he was stript of all his wealth, and 
very narrowly escaped hanging. He was afterwards 
captain of a gang of thieves, and at last recalled to 
heaven from the condemned hold in Newgate. 

'Apollo commenced mortal in the charactetP 
ef a physician, and so peopled the shades of Pluto 
with souls, that the boat of Charon became crazy by 
their weight. Jij»iter grew incensed at his murders, 
and commanded nim to begin the world again in a 
more innocent calling. Apollo obeyed, and became 
a wit. He composed loose sonnets and plays ; he 
libelled the good, flattered the bad, blasphemed the 
gods, and was patronized by the great : but unhap* 
pily standing in need of their assistance, they witn* 
drew their favours, and left him to starve in a. -gar* 
ret on the bounty of the booksellers. 

' Minerva was a lady of fine parts and Iearn« 
ing, but a great slattern. She never stuck a pin in 
her elothei, nor changed them till they wore oat. 
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Her linen was stained with ink, her hair uncombed 
her petticoats falling ofl) her stockings full of jioles, 
and her feet slip-shod. She talked in syllogisms,, 
wrote in heroics, and married her footman. 

* Venus, who while a goddess had always a han- 
kering after mortal flesh and blood, was highly 
pleased with this descent upon earth. She assumed 
theform of a beautiful girl of fourteen, took lodgings 
in Covent Garden, and dealt out her favours libe- 
rally to all visitors. Her state of mortality was .so 
suited to her inclinations, that heave'.^ and the god- 
desses were never thought of, till the loss of her nose 
madehersigh for immortality. 

' Diana was a great prude all day, but had her 
Endymio^s by moon-light. It is reported of her, 
that she was eleven times brought to bed, without 
being able once to give the least probable guess at 
the father of the child. 

' Of Juno it is only said, that she sco-ded seven 
husbands to death ; and of the graces, that they 
were exceeding neat girls till they married, and 
gluts afterwards. 

* Having staid the limited time upon earth, they 
were all summoned to heaven in their human forn>s 
and habits, to make their appearance before the 
throne of Jupiter. Mars and Neptune made a tole- 
rable figure, but looked a little shy. Bacchus had a 
blue apron on, and a string of pewter pots thfowr^ 
across his shoulder. Mercury appeared fettered and 
]iand-cu0ed : he had a woollen cup upon his 1 ead, 
a nosegay in his hand, and a halter about his neck. 
Apollo was fuU-drestin a suit of rusty black, a tye- 
M'ig, a silver hilted-sword, roll-up stockings, deep 
ruifles, but no shirt: his features were begrimed 
with snuff, and his mouth crammed with tobacco 
As Minerva approached to make her curt-sy, Jupi^ 
tier held his nose, and beckojied J^er to keep. aloa{^ 
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telling her that fer the future b« would have no 
learned ladies upon earth. Venus held her fan be- 
fore her face, till Jupiter commanded herto uncover. 
11(3 then inquired after her nose, and asked if tb<i 
}2^in she had drank that morning was right Hollana's. 
Diana complained much of a dropsy; upon which 
Jupiter laughed^ and promised to send Lucina to 
cure her ; adding, that he hoped she had good times. 
Juno looked angry at not being first taken notice of, 
which upon Jupiter's observing, he gave her a gnu 
cious nod, and assured her that every one of her 
huO)ands was quiet in Elysium. The Graces would 
have apologized for their dishabille, bnt Japitef 
prevented them, and told them with a smile that he 
would have no marriages in heaven. He then re- 
stored them all to their divinities^, and after ridicu- 
ling and rebuking them for their murmorings and 
curiosity, dismissed them to their several cbai^efl^ 
telling them that they were now enabled to nialce 
allowances for the frailties and imperfections of hu- 
man nature, having experienced in their own per- 
sons, that he had peopled the world with Mbv, and 
not Gods.' 
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It wa^ with great satisfaction that I attended to th# 
declaration oF war against France, having for above 
a twelvenionth past been sensibly hurt in my own 
private pmperty by the people of that nation. Yet 
injured as I was, I concealed my resentment while 
there was the least expectation of peace, that it 
mi^h<^ not. ^^ "aid of me. I had contributed, by 
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aoy ooiii|rfaiiits of ibt own, tv> the iaTolTing my 
coQDtiy in a hazardoos aod expeosiTc war. 

Eveiy-bodj knows^at till within the^e two years, 
or thereaboals, h was a general hkihioa tor the la- 
dies to wear hair npoo their heads: and I had piqued 
myself not a little on the thoa^bts that these my pa- 
pers had been of considerable senrice towards curl- 
ing the said hair. 1 had indeed loogago discofered, 
that very few bdies of condition could spare rtuie 
and attention enoogh from the Tarf*)u$ avocat!t«ns 
of dress, visiting, asaembKes, plays, operas, Raneiagli 
and Vanzhall, to read o? er a paper that contained 
no less than six pages in folio ; but as the demand 
for the World was still yery considerable, 1 con« 
tented myself with knowing that 1 was every week 
adorning their heads, though I could not be permit* 
ted to improve their understandings; and it was a 
particular pleasure tome in all public assemblies, to 
think that the finest faces there were indebted to tha 
goodness of my paper for setting them oft. So long 
88 the fashion of hair continued (and to say the 
truth, I never so much as dreamed that it was 5io 
loou to change) I depended on the custom of the 
&ir and polite ; but by the instigation of French 
hair-cutters, whom the ministers of their monarqua 
have sent to this metropolis in pure spite to me, the 
iadies have been prevailed on to cut their hair close 
to their temples, to the great diminution of the sale 
pf these papers. 

I^ was formerly a very agreeable amusement to 
me to look m at Mr. Dodsley's on a Thursday 
morning, wmA observe the great demand tor these 
my lucubrations ; but though the same demand con- 
tinues among the mon, 1 have frequently the mor* 
tification ofliearingasmart footman (ielivtring a luw' 
^age in the shop, ' that his lady desiren Mr. Uodtley 
will sand her in no raoreWoai^*"" tor th?» the ho^ 
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cut off tier hair, and shall have tio occasion for 
them any longer/ 

Kobody^ will, I believe, make the least douhtfbat 
my principal view in this work was to amend the 
morals and improve the understandings of myiel* 
low-subjects ; but I will honestly confess, that ever 
since the commencement of it, I have entertained 
some distant hopes of laying up a fortune sufficient 
to support me in my old age ; and as money is at so 
low an interest, I intended making a small purchaK 
in some retired and pleasant part of England, thaitl 
might have devoted my labours to the cahivationl 
of laud, after having weeded men's minds of wbal* 
ever choaked the growth of virtue and good man* 
ners. This I do not yet despair of effecting, as I am 
not without hopes, that while we are at ap«*n «ar 
with Fran(*e, the ladies will conceive such a 
to the fashions of their enemies, as to let their J 
grow again. If this cannot speedily be broaj 
about, I must be forced to apply to the minist' 
for some lucrative employment, in return for 
indulgence and complaisance which I have ui 
times shewn them. It is impossible for me to con* 
ceivii that my merits have been overlooked, thoogh 
thev have been hitherto unrewarded ; and I make HO 
kind of doubt that I need only present myself it 
their levees, to be asked what post I would chow. 
They do not want to be assured that I am as ^ 
incjasable to assist them in all emergencies; ofi 
wliich is still better, to vindicate their condi 
against all opposcrs, to stifle clamours in their bnrm 
to convert fears to hopes, complaints- to ap][»: 
tion, and faction to concord. 

But as I do not at present recollect any parti 
lar post of honour and profit that would better 
methan another, and knowing that the abusers orai 
administration are first to be provided for, I 



1 
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drilling to accept of a haodsonie sum of money, till 
«oii|.ethiDg else may be done : or if a seat iu parlia* 
ment with a proper qualification, be thouglit neces* 
sary for me, I eatirely acquiesce, as my eloquence ia 
the house must be of signal service in all critical 
coDJuactures. It would also be perfectly agree- 
able to me, if the government were to take oiF week- 
ly tweoty or thirty thousand of my papers, and cir« 
culate them among their friends ; or if they object 
to such an expence, and should discover no incli- 
nation to oblige me in any of the particulars above* 
mentioned, I numbly intreat, that in lieu of the de* 
predatious made upon me by the French hair-cutters. 
and in csonsideration of my nrm attachment to ins ma« 
jesty'siamily and government, orders be immediately 
iiiwpd from the lord steward\s office, the board of 
green-cloth, or elsewhere,* that henceforward all the 
tarts pyeSy pastry, and confectionary of any kind 
whatsoever, appertaining to his msyesty's household, 
be constantly baked upon these papers. This would 
be making me sufficient amends, and greatly en- 
cpiirs^e me to continue this useful work, till a per* 
feet library might be made of it, which otherwise 
must have an end before an .hundred volumes can 
be completed. 

. That the ministry may enteitain just notions of 
the efficacy of my good work, I shall here present 
them with some few of those ofiers> which are almost 
fiaily made by private persons. 

^. lady who has lately opened a new barnio in 
Povent-garden, assures me in a letter, that iflwill do 
her. the fayour to recommend her in the World, t 
shall not only have the run. of her house,. but every 
one of her young ladies shall be obliged to take iir 
taytpap^T as long as it lasts. A grocer in the St ^ 
l&uisent me a pound of his best tea, and p' 
to WHIP, up eiery ounce he>dls« asalso al: 

TOL. XXIX* *■ 
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HAd 9wc^ in the^ papei-s^ if I will honotrr hith m 
fai* as to make mention of him in any one of th«tf« 
H« adds in a postcript that his wife and &*« daugllN 
ters, who do a great deal of work, Aake all th<iiV 
thread^papers of Worlds. 

But a more materia) oif^r stt}], and ^hich^I hRt« 
therefore reserved for the last^ ii cofttaiatd in tliK 
following letter. 

To Mr. Fitz^AoAit. 

Esteemed F1iie)}d» 

This is to acantint the^ that w«i vt^ ftoak«M tl 
pins OQ the briage called LoAdOit-bridgC) atii lUM 
tve hav^ each of us givon a consid^mblv pmtiots ^ 
ilboney ibr the good-will of the hubitatioiis xi^heMift 
yrt make abode : but bv an i^ct «f tl^c le^lAtaM 
lately passed^ the s»id habitations ar^ fipeedilr to bit 
pnlled down, liind their dwellers lb be forced td re* 
move to other abodevS. If thoti art in th« leaal 
acquainted with traffic, thon canst «MI be i|^iiomfft 
•f the benefits that accrue from an M ertabiisbed 
fbop, in a street where the principid dealftM in any 
particular commodity are known to dwell; inasmuch 
as when thou wantest a silken garment iWr thy wiA% 
thou wooldst repair to the habitations of Bound-* 
fotirt or Ludg^te-hill f or if thv lifkHi watt r«nt, thoit 
%oaldst doubtless . resort to^ Cbcaipsidt or Cornhill i 
in like manner, if thy helpmatiB or ^y ffitkJkMM 
wnntod pins, thoo wonldst not f«i]| if thou wert wise, 
to ukt thy walk to London-bridge. Bnt ty. tht *el 
ibove-ndonied, thy friends are exiled- fVo'm tli«il 
dwell) figs, and compelled to sojoorn in a stranM 
Areet, where even their nani«*s are nnkliOWn. WtS 
therefore request it of thee, if the rulers of the Imfd 
^hold thee with regard, thtt thou wilt ^ply tby 
s(ifift«di]y «»«k»tiuiiarepcy ofthk^Mrt; wkemi 



if thou 9ucce^e«ltwe will buy up thy weekly bb<Kici 
IB reaflis> aud stick all our pw themn, so tb«t; tby 
Aame ^hsdi be known far md wido, and tby dayt 
pro^p^rous in the land- 

If thou art a weU-wi$her to tby$«lf« tbpu lyjUtUH 
thy be^t endeavours for the service of 
Tby friends, 

Ephbaim Minikik, 

M^tACHY SiiORTWHITf^ 
ObaDIAH MiDUNQy 

I 

Afler duly deliberating upon this proposal. I an| 
inclined to trouble the government no farther a| 
present, than to request the repeal of this aptf 
which if they are so kind as to grant me, my papeci 
will a^in fijad their way to the dressing- roguis of 

the ladies, in spite of the intriguea of France, aii4 
^^r €aii99aries the hair-cutters* 



Ko. 184. THURSDAY, JULY 8, J756, , 

I Wi^s always particularly pleased with that sqe^f 
in the first part of Harry the fourth, where the hu*« 
moorous sir John Falstaff after upbraiding thf 
prince with being the corrupter of his morals, ana 
resolving on amendment forms a very reasonablfk 
wish ' U) know where a cpmnvodity of good naoie^ 
IPay be bought.' It happens indeed a little unt(H> 
tunately^ that he immediately relapses into his q\$ 
courses, and enters into a scheme for a r^bbtrgr 
that night, which he endeavours tQJu.stiiy, by cailis^ 
itbi$ Tt^n^: 'Why, Hal/ says, be, "ti«my vo« 
c^T^pN, Hal : His m> sifii for a vhma to ^ab^vh 
in bi« YgcAiciQ;^*^ 

• 2 
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his worst commodities at the highest price, and* 
exults at over-reaching you, is a good Ban, andT 
only t/abouring in his vocation. 

The infidel, who, fond of an evil fame, woul^f 
rob you of a religion that in'culcates virtue, and 
insures happiness as its reward ; w^ho laughs at ad 
hereafter, and takes from yoxi* the only expectadott 
that can make life endurable, is a DEAtEa in 
TRUTH, aud only labouring in his vocation. ' 

The author, who to insure a sale to his works, 
throws out his slander against the {^ood, and poisons 
Ihe you rig and virtuous by tales of wantonness and 
indecency, is a writer of spirit, and only labovrikO 
in his VOCATION. 

To. take characters' in the gross ; the gam^er^ 
who cheats you at play ; the man of pleasare, Whb 
corrupts the chastity of your wife ; the friend, who 
tricks you in a horse; the steward, who defrauds 
you in his accounts; the butler who robs yon of 
your wine; the footman, who steals your Hncn ; the 
housekeeper, who overcharges you in herbillij the 
gardene'r,' who sends your fru'it to market; the" 
groom who starves your horses to put their allow- 
ance ^Tn his pocket; in short, the whole train of 
servants, who impose upon you in the several arti* \ 
cles entrusted to their care, are only receiving thcjt 
LAWFUL Perquisites, and labouring in their 

VOCATIONS*. - 

I know but one set of men, who ought commonly 
to be'excepted in this general Charge ; and thole are 
the projectors. The schemed of all such men are 
usually too romantic to impose upon the credulity 
of th« world ; and not being able to pluiider their, 
employers, they ar^ labouring in their yocATioiri 
to cheat only themselves. ** 

I would not be misunderstood upon this occa- 
fioo> as if I meaat to advise all p^OpWto belioiie^i 
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and to do as they would be doae by in their several 
Tocations: far be it from roe to intend any such' 
thing ; I am as well assured as they are, that it 
would not answer their purposes. The tyrant would 
have no giory without conquests ; his ministers no 
folh>wers without bribes ; the patriot no place with- 
out opposition ; the man in office no perquisites 
without fraud ; the divine no pluralities without 
time^rving ; the lawyer no clients without lying ; 
the physician no practice without apothecaries ; 
the tradesman no country-house without exacting; 
the fine lady no routs without cheating ; the infidel 
no fame without proselytes ; and the author no 
dinner without slander and wantonness ; the game* 
ster would be undone ; the man of pleasure inac- 
tive; the gentleman-jockey would sell his horse at 
half-price ; and the steward, the butler, the foot- 
man, the housekeeper, the gardener, the groom, 
and the whole train of servants lose their necessary 
perquisites. 

The old maxim, that ' honesty is the best policy/ 
has been long ago exploded : but I am firmly of 
opinion, that the appearance of it might, if well 
put on, promote a man's interest, though the 
REALITY must destroy it.' I would therefore re- 
commend it to persons in* all vocations (if it be but 
by way of trial, and for the novelty of the thine) to 
put OQ now afid" then the appearance of a little 
honesty. Most men have a natural dislike to be 
cheated with their eyes <^en ; and though it is the 
fashion of the times to wear no concealment, yet to 
deceive behind the mask of integrity, has beeu 
deemed the most effectual method. To further this 
end, the appearance of a small portion of reli- 
gion would not be amiss ; but i would by no means 
have this matter overdope, ad it commonly is. Going 
to prayers every day, or singing psalms on a Sunday 
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in a room iliext the street, may look a little saspi* 
cious, and set the neighbours upon the watch : fior 
would I advise that a tradesman should stand at 
the shop-door with a prayer-book in his hand, or 
that a lawyer should carry the Whole Duty of Man 
in his bag to Westminster-hall, and read it in coqri 
a9 often as he sits down : there are other methods 
that may answer the purpose of cheating much 
better. A yea and nay conversation^ interrupted 
with a few sighs and groans for the iniquities ijt tbit 
wicked, loud responses at church, and lonff ffracav 
at mealsj with here and there a godl^ book Tying in 
the window, or in places most in sight, will he of 
singular utility ; and farther than this I would by n<i 
means advise. 

To all those gentlemen and ladies who fpllow oq 
vocations, and who have therefore no immediate 
interest in cheating, I would recommend tbo pmo- 
Tic£ of honesty bvfore th^ appeaaance af it« 
As such persons stand in no need of a cloak, I 9bM 
say nothing to them of r^ligion> Qnly that the 
REALITY of it might be useful tp th^m in ^fflic* 
tions ; or if ever thiBV should take it intg their hendl 
that they must one day die, it might possibly a)le^ 
viate the bitterness gf so untrcunmon ^ thooghU 
To do as they would be done by, would in all pro- 
bability render theixi happier in themselves^ ao4 
lead them to the enjoyment gf jit^w pUasi^e^ ip ttif 
bappinfS9of oth«r$. 
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No. 185. THURSDAY, JULY 15, 1756- 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sib, 

AIt case is a little singular, and therefore I hope 
yoo will let it appear in your paper. I should 
scarcely have attenipted to make such a request, 
had nbt I very strictly looked over all the worlcs of 
your predecessors, the Tatlers, Spectators, and 
Guardians, without a possibility of finding a parallel 
to my unhappy situation. 

1 am not henpecked ; I am not grimalkined : I have 
no Mrs. Freeman with her Italian airs ; but I have a 
wife more troublesome than all three, by a certain 
ridiculous and unnecessary devotion that she pays 
to her father, amounting almost U) idolatry. When 
I first married her, from that specious kind of weak- 
ness which meets with encouragement and applause, 
only because it is called good-nature, I permitted 
her to do whatever she pleased : but when 1 thought 
it requisite to pull in the rein, I found that her 
having the bit in her teeth, rendered the strength 
of my curb of no manner of use to me. Whenever 
I attempted to draw her in a little, she tossed up 
her head, snorted, pranced, ,and gave herself such 
airs, that unless 1 let her cari-y me where she 
pleased, my limbs, if not my life, were in danger* 
The love of power is inherent in the disposition of 
womankind ; and I do not pretend that her vapours, 
hysterics, low spirits, or whatever else the learned 
are pleased to call them, are not equalled by thou« 
sands of married women in these melancholy king« 
dom?: ' but the father, the father is the point 
VI h ch distinguishes me from the rest of my brethren; 
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This old fellow is of a most capricious^ unequal 
temper^ and, lUke the satyr in the tUble^ bloMm bet 
and cold in the same breath. Sometimes he is very 
fond of me and my friends, and at other times he 
will not suffer us to look at him. In whatever mood 
the old gentleman thinks fit to appear, in the same 
mood madam his daughter d ileuses her nnutsand 
frowns, or her smiles and good-humour. WhfitfffC 
9hape old Pkoteus put^s on, Cabera, his daughlefy 
puts on the same. I call him PftpTEVS, bef;aw«9 
though I have known him many yi^rs, I h^v^ nevfr 
known him a week together in the saine fonn. Hf ie 
vapourish ; so is his daughter : he is a quack ; so 19 )ii« 
daughter : one day he is an o^conoQiist, even to th« 
greatest degree of avarice ; the daughter alfio (Ian 
her days of frugality and improper thrift. Soine* 
times he is profuse, and a violent squanderer ; after 
these fits my purse is sure to sufler most cruelly. 
Sometimes he is proud, sometimes he is bumble I 
bis daughter follows him closely in each of the twp 
extremes. In short, sir, both father aod d^tt(|;htcc 
practise more changes than Harlequin in the Em* 
peror of the Moon. Judge th^n what figure a Kui» 
band must make, who is indispensably obliged I9 
conform with all these metamorphoses. 

Last summer, though a cold one, PROTEt7$ took 
U into his head to dine in the cellar: and as soonaa we 
arrived at my country-house, our cellar also way 
immediately announced to be our eating parlour^ 
My neighbours tried the experiment once^ iu hopes 
perhaps of being made fuddled, contrary to my 
usual custom ; but that nut being the case, tbey 
never ofi'ered to return again : no, not evea tb^ 
curate of the parish, who declared he would drink 
bumpers in my cellar as long as I pleased, but hf 
could not eat there and sip tinmble-tulls, though h^ 
w^re (ure to dine every day OQ a pasty, or a hauvck 
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of venison. So that my wife and I, for three months 
together, diued like king Pharaoh, amidst frogs and 
darkness : nor had we any other companimis than 
the reptiles that crawled out of the w;(dls^ as inia- 
dniiig their territories invaded. But my wife en- 
dured every inconveniency with amazing patience^ 
because she had heard her father say, that this wa4 
the best method to drink iced liquors^ without being 
ktthe expence of an ice-house. 

Last winter, I was still put to greater hardships* 
PfcOTEOs, who some time ago travelled abroad, 
neither for health nor improvement, but merely in 
search of that philosopher's stone called Tastb, 
declared that in Italy no nobleman's house had a 
chimney in any room except the kitchen ; and h% 
added, that as it was an example which he resolved 
to foHbw, he hoped it might be so relishable to hU 
friends, that they would cut of}' that excessive deat 
article of firing, and expend their coal-money in 
bdildiugs, statues, or lakes. The word was no 
sooner given, than my wife bricked up every chim- 
nty, except the kitchen chimney, in my house ; and 
in January (though we were permitted to have little^ 
earthen stoves in our chambers,) the cold was 86 
Intense, that my Httl<! boy Tomftiy died of the 
whooping cough ; and I myself caught an ague» 
which lasted four months, and brought upon mean 
apothecary's bill, amounting to ninety pounds fof 
drugs, which were indeed much fuller of tasts 
than I desired. 

The furniture of my Tiouse, and the shape of my 
g$irdens, have been changed as least ten times over ^ 
yet if yon were to judge, Mr. Fitz-Adam, from tho 
constant conversation of my wife and her iathert 
you would pronounce them the best oeconomists in 
Europe ; and so tbey are« in small beer^ oil| an4 
Tinegar. 
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Though I always avoid excess of drinking when 
at home (my rather- in-lav«f, since my marriasei 
having been remarkably sober) yet it is my misror- 
ttine^ and I confess it as a fault, to go now and 
then to the tavern, and there to exceed the strict 
limits of sobriety. It is impossible, among jovial 
companions, not to indulge a vein of gaiety ; the 
effect of which is, that at night I am apt to stagger 
towards the nuptial bed a little too heavily loaded 
with liquor. The night is snored away in oblivion ; 
but oh ! when the morning approaches,.and I awake 
and open my eyes, what a face of anger do I behold ! 
and what dreadful peals of conjugal thiuider do I 
hear! Those peals commonly end with a louder 
clap than ordinary, in words to this purpose : * Ah ! 
Mr. Tamedeer, Mr. Tamedeer, is this the reward 
for all my love and kindness? Have I quitted roy 
dear father for the embraces of a sot? When was 
that good old man ever disguised in liquor?' To 
this I might reply, if I dared to make an answer, 
that indeed he is so often disguised out of liquor, 
he ought never to be disguised tn it:' and I might 
also add, that he is most injuriously slandered, if 
some five-and-twenty years since, he did not driak, 
smoke, and go througli the et castera as well as the 
best of us. 

If I offend or rebel in any one point, and indeed 
I offend and rebel in very few, my wife Tiiimed lately 
applies to my father-in-law, and I am ordered to 
alter my conduct, and to submit properly tojudg* 
ments far superior to my own. Thus is my case 
(my wife's virtue always excepted) far more de- 
)lorable than Barnaby Brittle's in tlie plav ; not 
mve I the comfort appendant to sir John £nviile, 
kilt, in being married to a woman of quality. 
That circumstance at least might have proved 
ingredieilt to satisfy my pride; 
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suneasv situation, wLicliI hare dcscrihrd with 
truth, has occaskined me to rumioate con- 
ly opoo some method of relitf. None occurs 
f except a t*>rmal divorce. Yon will ask ^ bat 
can be alleged ? ^Idcc there is uot the least 
w of proof either of adultery, ill-usage, or 
tfaer matrimonial misdemeanor. True. But 
t I prove a prior marriage? Was not she 
ed to her father, to all outward appearance, 
before sh^ went with me to the altar r Does 
lat marriage evidenliy roiuinue, without any 

breach, than having a second husband in 
I where the fir.<t husband does not care to 
ler Is she not more obedient to her first 
nd than her second ? Has she fultilled, as she 
, her vow of matrimonv to me ? Whom does 
>ey ? not me, but her father. Whom does she 
ir ? not me, but her father. May not 1 hope 
*ore to be relieved in any judicial or eccle- 

i court in England ? 
ur opinion fully stated upon this case would 
irage me to go on, or. discourage me from 
eding. If I cannot be relieved by law or 
/, I will try to summon up courage to fight 
ther-in-law. I know he is a coward, but thea 
under apprehensioiLs that the jade has disco- 

to him that I am a greater coward than him-« 

At all eventji, Mr. Fit^Adam, let me haTe 
eulvice, becau.se I am 

Your coiutant reader^ 

and admirer 9 

TbOM AS Taueobeb* 
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No. 180. THURSDAY, JULY 22, n5#. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adaic. 

Sir, 

I AM the same clergyman who tronbled you with 
an account of his misfortunes in your paper, N* SI, 
and am indebted to your kind publication of that 
letter for the ease and happiness which, with OB]y 
one single interruption^ I have errjoyed ever since. 
My uncommon, and I hope I may say, unmerit^ 
distresses, recommended me to the notice of t 
noble lord, who called to see me at my Ibdgtogs* 
brought me home to his lordship's own nousey and 
honoured me so far as to make me his doi^eitic 
chaplain. His lordship's regard for me was so tftiiy 
sincere, that he married me soon after to mj lady'i 
woman, a young per*«on of admirable beautjr and 
virtue, an<l a great favourite of my lord, becaCu(% 
as his lordship used often to tell me, she was a cleiv 
gy man's daughter, and for what reason heknewnoti 
extremely hated by his lady. But my good fbrton^ 
did not end here: his lordship, irhose nature ik 
never to be tired with doing good, was sd yeif 
obliging as to take us a little house, ready-fiiraisheo, 
in ft retired and pleasant part of the town, paying 
the rent of it hynself, and making us cousiderabW 
presents from time to time : he was also so very 
condescending as to spend two or three evenings in 
a week with us, and frequently to take my wife with 
him into the chariot, for an afternoon's airing, at 
she had the misfortune, soon after our marriage, of 
labouring under an ill state of health, which, as wo 
sdl feared, would terminate in a dropsy, 
liis lordship w«ii still kinder to ma ia other 
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l{fl£iirs« insomuch that in less than two months after 
our marriage^ he sent nie into the west, with thirty 
ruin^as in my pockety to supply the place of a \vor« 
thy clergyman, whom my lord hud sent For to town 
upon particular business ; and because the ill health 
of my wife required a little country air, his lordship 
proposed taking lodgings for her at Kuightsbridge 
during my s^hsence^ where she was daily to be at^ 
tended by his own physician. 

At the end of six weeks, his lordship was pleased 
to recal<ine to town, where 1 had the inexpressibitp 
satisfaction of finding ray wife returned to her house 
perfectly cured of her disorder, with only a little 
paleness remaining from tlie violent remedies pre- 
scribed to her by her physician. I had the additional 
Happiness of finding his lordship with my wife. 
Waiting my return, and to be honoured with hiji 
thanks for the faithful discharge of my trust, to- 
gether with the prouMse of the very first living that 
^hoqld fall within his gift. 

I mention these things, sir, to the honour of my 
Doble benefactor, who ever since my marriage, 
MVhich is now three years ago, has been lavishing 
his favours upon me; who has been so very goi> 
descending to stand godfather in person to my two 
children, and to take every opportunity of making 
^^ h^ppv by his visits. Bqtl am not entering into 
^ p^rticuUr detail of the pleasures I enjoy : 1 havQ 
another motive for troubling you wit!h this letter. 

His lordship, the beginning of this month, was 
pleased, amongst the many instances ef his good* 
pess, to procure for me a chaplainship in one of the 
regiment{i now in Scotland ; and as my attend^ncf 
was immediately necessary, and my wife too fat 
{[One with child to think ot going with me ; as soon 
^ I h;id prepared everv thmg for my journey, J 

'p2 
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sent an advertisement to the Daily Advertuier in the 
following words : - * ■ 

' Wanted, an agreeable companion in a pbd^; 
chaise to Edinburgh. Enquire for the reverend 
W. B. at the Green Park coffee-house^, Piccadilly. 
Note, the utmost expedition will be necessary.* 

The nexUmnorirlng, as I was reading a news^paper 
in the coffe^room, 1 heard a young gentleman^ of 
a very modest and decent appearance, inquiring at 
the bar for the reverend Mr. W, B. I told him flut, 
I was the person, and calling for a couple of disto 
of coffee, we sat down together, and entered npoa' 
the subject of the advertisement. He assured me, 
that if his friends did not flatter him, he was a t^ 
agreeable companion ; that he had business of con- 
sequence to transact at Edinburgh ; that he Wu. 
particularly pleased to find by the adyertisemen^ 
that 1 was a clergyman, having a great Teneralioa 
for gentlemen of that function ; that he had enter- 
tained thoughts of becoming one himself, was ^ near 
relation of the bishop of * * *, and though younj 
he jap p eared, he was never so happy as when en- 
gaged in serious conversation with a worthy divine. 
He was pie ised to add, that he saw somethincr ia 
my appearance which entitled me to that cha eir,' 
and that he did not doubt of being greatly eai 
during so long a journey. Many civilities 
on my side in return ; and in the end it w^as agreeu 
that we should set out that very evening at vi 
o'clock. He was punctual to his appointment^ witb 
a servant on horseback, leading a handsome geldiitt 
for his master, who with two young gentlemea; 
friends, were waiting for me at the inn. I coi 
not help observing, while the chaise was getl 
readv, that these young gentlemen were taking « 
goocT deal of pains to stifle a laugh, which on oar 
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9t«pping into the carriage, they were no longer able 
to contain : but I made no remarks upon their be* 
haviour, and we set out upon our journey. 

We reached Ware that iiigbt, without any thing 
happening worthy of remark, except that we wer«) 
atopt upon the road by two young gentlemen on 
horseback, and interrupted in a very serious con- 
versation, by their saluting my companion with, 
* Z — ^ds, Jack ! wlyat playing the saint, and travel- 
ling to heaven with a parson !' My fellow-trjaveller 
gave them a look ot* contempt, and after assuring 
them that he had not the honour ot knowing them, 
and puliiog up the glass, ordered the postillion to 
drive on. 

Our evening at Ware was spent in remarks ot| 
the dissoluteness of the times, and the indecent 
liberties that wild and profligate young fellows were 
every where taking with the clergy. After much 
serious discourse, and moderate refreshment, w^ 
retired to rest. I slept longer than usual in th9 
inorning, and no sooner was I awake than I disco- 
vered, with equal confusion and surprize, that J 
ivas in bed with a woman, who, as I attempted to get 
up, threw her arms about my neck, and compelled 
|Be to lie down. The struggle and the noise ] jiiade 
upon this occasion, together with the screnms of th# 
woman, who still held me fast, alarmed the whole 
inn, and drew a crowd of spectators into the room^ 
headed by my companion, and followed by a soU 
dier, who called himself the husband of the woman« 
swearing that he would hare my heart's blood, fpr 
corrupting the chastity of his wife. I pleaded my 
innocence to an unbelieving audience, while th? 
wom:^n accused me of having forced her against her 
Mrill ; pretending that it was her mistfortune oyer- 
Dight to be a little in liquor, and that she had m»^ 
taken the room I lay in fov her own. 

p3 
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To dwell no longer than is needful upon thia dis-' 
graceful aflfair, I was in the end compelled to give a 
guinea to the soldier, and afterwards tu submit with 
patience to the insults of a mob, who surrounded 
the inn at our entrance into the post chaise, and 
followed it with hootings to the very extremity of 
the town. 

From the passive behaviour of my companion at 
the inn, and the demure looks that he now put on« 
I began to harbour a suspicion of him not greatly to 
his advantage ; and white I was deliberating in what 
manner to address him, an accident happened^ 
whi^ih at once threw him off his guard, and disco- 
vered to me, that instead of an agreeable companion, 
I was travelling. 3vith a fiend. This accident was the 
sudden and violent overturning of the post-chaise; 
upon which occasion, though neither of us was hurt, 
he discharged such a volley of curses on the pos- 
tillion, as made me tremble to hear him. I endea* 
voured to pacify him by the gentlest admonitions; 
which instead of calming his anger, turned it all 
upon myself; and amidst a thousand oaths and im« 
precations, he vowed revenge upon my head, telling 
me that he hated a parson as he hated old Nic ; that 
he had bribed the soldier's whore to go to bed to 
me at the inn, and that he came out upon no other 
business than to play the devil with me all the way^ 
I stood aghast at what I heard, and refused getting 
iAto the chaise again ; upon which a struggle eni^ueo, 
and blows passed between us ; till by the assistance 
of his servant, and the knavery ot the postillion^ 
whom he gained over to his side with a whole hand- 
ful of silver, I was thrust into the chaise, and com* 
pelled to go on. 

We bad scarce travelled a mile before we over* 
toolc a couple of gypsies upon the road j one an 
0I4 woman, the otfaei a girl. They were aU over 



K» 186. woiiD. 161 

raGTs and filthy and so intoxicated with linuor, that 
they reeled at even- step. My companion called 
to the postillion to stop, ^nd at\er questioning Xhtse 
wretches aboot the way they were going, got out i>f 
the chaise, and told roe, that he could not in cha* 
rity sit lolling at his ease, while two of the tendei* 
sex were walking bare-foot on the road ; and that if 
I had no weighty objections, he would make the 
old lady an o^er of his seat ; and miss, as he was 
pleased to call her, might with great conveniency 
sit upon my knee. It was in vain for me to expo9« 
tulate, or to attempt leaping out afler him : his ser« 
vant held me fast by the arm, while the master with 
great gravity and ceremony handed the creatures 
into the chaise, and then mounting his hone, rode 
close by its side, talking obscenity to the wretchei, 
and instructing them to behave to me in a manned 
not to be endured nor described. 

In this manner we passed through the yillage% 
and entered Royston ; the postillion being ordered 
to walk his horses gently to the inn, that we might 
be followed by a mob, whom my companion called 
to at every turning to smoke the parson and hifl 
ddxres. 

] stept from the chaise amidst the hallooing of 
the rabble, and ran into a room, the door of whicll 
I locked. Here I determined to remain, or to fly 
to the magistrate for protection, had not my tor- 
mentor made his appearance at the window, telling 
me that as the joke was now at an end, and tut ha 
bjglieved I had bad enough of an agreeable compa^' 
nion, he had altered h'm intention of visiting Scot*' 
land, and should return to town that mommg, I 
thanked him for the faroor, but kept cUmc to my 
room, till I saw bini with bis fervaot ride mtt of tiicf 
inn, and take the road to London* I then ordered' 
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some refreshment to be brought me, and a post* 
chaise to be in readiness ; but how great was my 
astonishment, when feeling for my purse, whicq 
contained forty guineas at my setting out, 1 foand 
that my pockets had been rifled, and that I had not 
$0 much as a brass farthing left me ! 

As it was no doubt with me that the gypsies had 
robbed me, I made immediate inquiry after them, 
but learnt that they had disappeared on our ar- 
rival at the inn ; and though the most diligent 
search was made for them, they were no where to 
be found. 

It was now impossible for me to proceed ; I theret 
fore determined to remain where I was, till I could 
receive a fresh supply from my wife, to whom I dis* 
patched ^ messenger with a letter, setting forth at 
large all the cruelties I had met with. 

When the messenger ws^ gone, it occurred to me, 
that however ill my companion had used me, he 
could not be base enough to concert this robbery 
with the gypsies, and therefore might be inclined to 
make up my loss, upon knowing that I had sustained 
it. For this reason I determined once moi'e t|» 
transmit my complaints to the World ^ that if the 
ypung gentleman has any one principle of honour 
remaining, he may send to Mr. Dodsley's the sum 
I have been defrauded of. My demand upon hini 
is for seven-and-thirty guineas, which unless he pays 
within six days after the publication of this letter^ 
I will forthwith print his name in the news-papers, 
and proclaim to the public the injuries he has dont 
me. 

I have another reason for giving you this troubtei 
which is, to caution all gentlemen fpr the future 
again$t advertising in the papers for an agreeable 
COMPANION in a post-chaise; as it consoles me 
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not a little, that I am enabled to make other peo- 
ple wise, even by my own mi&fortunes. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obliged 
George Inn, at ^^d most faithful servant, 

July 16, 1756. ^^ • ^' 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

Among all the grievances that your correspond 
dents have from time to time laid before you, 1 have* 
met with no one situation that bears any likeness to 
my own, or that deserves your compassion and ad- 
vice half so much. I am the brother of four sisters,' 
am the eldest of my family, a freeman of the city of 
London, and by trade a shoemaker. My father 
enjoyed a small place at court, which I believe, one 
year with another, brought him in about a hundred" 
and fifty pounds. My mother was descended from' 
the third or fourth cousin of an attainted Scotch 
peer, w^as a lady's woman when ray father married' 
her, and brought with her a very large portion of 
pride, virtue, and fine breeding. My father, who 
before his marriage had held up his head very high 
as a courtier, was now of greater consequence thtin 
ever, iu the thought that by this happy match he 
had allied himself to nobility. My mother indeed 
had one great mortification to surmount, which was 
that she had not only contaminated her blood by 
marrying a plebeian, who was formerly a broken 
tallow-chandler in the city, but' had changed her 



166 w6ftLD. N^'IS?, 

illustrious maiden name for the coarse and vulgar 
pellation of Mrs. Laycock. She comforted benMclf 
however, on the first appearance of her pregnfiQcy^ 
that so odious a surname should be qualifiea i||'tier 
children with the genteelest and most elegant <^is- 
tian names that history or romance could possibly 
supply. My father approved the thought ; and no 
sooner was I a fortnight old, tlian I was christened 
with great pomp and grandeur, by the name of 
Ptoljlmy. My eldest sister, who came into tb^ 
world a year after, was called Wilheliiika. 
CHARtOTTA, the second Penthesilea, the third 
Telethusa, and the fourth Honoria. There 
was also a second son, who died within tb^ months 
christened Agamemnon. 

We were all of us trained up to regard thea$ 
names as marks of superiority over other childreui 
and such as would one time or other most certainly 
make our fortunes. If master Ptolemy wac 
naughty, he was not chid as a vulgar child, but ad* 
moni<$hed with all the gentleness and forbei^rance 
due to so illustrious a name. If piiss Wilhel-v 
MiNA Charlotta, or her sisters miss Penthe- 
silea, miss Telethusa, or miss Honoria forgot 
to hold up their heads, or were caught at romps 
with the boys, they were put, in mind uf their 
names, and instructed to act up to them. Our 
dresses were, if possible, as fantastic as our names, 
and the formality of our behaviour was of a piece 
with both. And though we were the plainest cbil* 
dren in the world, and had not the least probable 
chance of receiving a single shilling to our portions^ 
we were trained up to pride and idleness, iMid to 
turn up our noses at all the Dicks, Toms, and Har- 
rys, the Sukeys and Pollys, that were our superiom 
in the neighbourhood. 

The necessary expences to support all this pride 
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and folly, ^el^ more than coald b^ spared froiD tbe 
taarrow income of my father; aod master Ptolemt, 
who was now eleven vears old, must hare beeo as 
totally uneducated as the misses his sisters, if my 
father's brother, who was a reputable shoemaker im 
the city, had nut taken me into his care, and sent 
me to St. Paul's school at his own expence. To this 
accident of tny life I owe my escape from rum. t 
Was called king Ptolemy by al! the boys, and so 
laughed at for my importance, that I soon gntw 
ashamed of my name ; and at the end of three years, 
when my mother thought it high time for me tore- 
turn to court, I chose to accept of an offer my uncle 
had made me of becoming his apprentice, and en- 
tering into partnership with him when my time was 
expired. My father's consent was pretty easily 
obtained, as he found himself in an ill state of health, 
and unable to provide for me ; but my mother was 
inexorable. She considered that my great name 
Would but ill suit with so low a calliug, and when 
^he saw me determined, she told me m a flood of 
tears at parting, I was the first Ptolemy that ever 
made shoes. 

For my own pan I had been 510 humbled at school 
About my name, that 1 never afterwards wrote more 
than the first letter of it : and as P. very luckily 
looked more like Philip than^PTOLEMY, I have es- 
caped the ridicule that would otherwise have been 
thrown upon me. 

At the end of my apprenticeship, my uncle gate 
Aie his only daughter in marriage, and dying soon 
alter, I succeeded to his trade and effects, and to a 
fortune in good debts and money, to the amount ot 
four thousand pounds. 

My mother, who had never thoroughly recovered 
the shock of her sod Ptolemy's disgrace, died a 
few mouths^ afterniy uncle, and my father followed 
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her this summer^ leaving to my sisters no other for- 
tune than their names^ which to my great aorrow 
has not been quite so current in the world as to en- 
able them to live upon it. To be as short as I can> 
they were all thrown upon my hands, and are like 
to continue with me as long as T live. But the mis- 
fortune is^ that to keep my sisters from starving, I 
must become a beggar myself; for the ezpences 
they bring, and the nothing they do, will not suffer 
me to go on. By their dresses, their names^ and 
the airs of quality they give themselves, I am -ren- 
dered ridiculous among all my acquaintance,. -My 
Avife, who is a very plain good woman, and whose 
name is Amey, has been new-christened, and is 
called Amelia; and my little daughter, a child of a 
year old, is no longer Polly, but Maria. They are 
perpetually quarrelling with one another about the 
superiority of their names; nd because the eldest 
sister has two, and the others but one, they have 
entered into a combination to rob her of both, 
and almost to break her heart, by calling her mm 
Lay cock. 

I have shewn them the impossibility of my main* 
taiuiug them much longer, and, as tenderly as I wte 
able, proposed their going into service : but they 
told me with the utmost indignation, that whatever 
a shoi^maker in the city might imagine to the coor 
trary, the names of Wilhelmin'a CHARtOTTAk 
Pentiiesilea, Telethusa, and Honoria, were 
by no means servant's names, and unless I found my- 
self inclined to make a better provision for them, they 
should continue where they were. ISay, my youngest 
sister, miss Honoria, who thinks herself handsome, 
had the impudence to tell me, that if ever she con- 
descended to let out her person for hire, it should 
be for other uses than those of a servant : to which 
miss T^ETHOSA was pleased to add, that indeed 
she was entirely of miss Honobia's opinion; fbr 



N*187. WORLD. 15(1 

that the sin of being a mistress, was not half so 
shocking to her as the shame of heing a servant. 

You will judge, sir, how desirous I am to rid the 
house of them, when I tell you that I have even of- 
fered to take a shop for them at the court end of 
the town, and to give each of them a hundred 
pounds to set up with in any way they shall 
choose : but theii great names, forsooth, are not to 
be prostituted upon shop bills, whatever their bro- 
ther ProLEMVi the shoe-maker, in his great zeal to 
serve thera, may please humbly to conce'ive. Yet 
with these truly great names, that arc not to be 
contaminated by trade or service, they have con- 
descended to rob my till two or three times; and 
no longer ago than last week, when I caught my 
eldest sister in the fact, she told me with great dig- 
nity, that it became her brother Ptolemy to blush, 
at faying her under the necessity of doing an action 
that was so much beneath her. 

I have laid the whole affair before the minister of 
the parish) who has taken a great deal of pains to 
reason them into their senses, but to no purpose : 
tnd unless you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who are a tra- 
relled man, can direct them to any part of the 
globe, where great names, great pride, great indo» 
lence, and great poverty are the only qualifications 
that men look for in a wife, 1 must shut up shop in 
i few days, and leave miss Wilhelmina Char- 
LOTTA, and the other misses her sisters, with their 
ilivstrious names, to go begging about the streets. 
[f you know of any such place, and will do me the 
&¥oar to mention it in your next Thursday's paper, 
yoa will save a whole family from ruin, and infi- 
nitely oblige. 

Sir, 

Your most aorrotiful humble servant, 

P. Laycock; 
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The case of ray correspondent is, I c6nfess, a tery 
hard one ; and I wish with all my heart that I had 
discovered in my traf els such a country aft be hiDti 
at. Ail the advice I can give him is, to dend far 
the minister of the parish once mote, and g«t hit 
sisters re-baptized : for till they can be prevailed 
upon to have new names, it will be altogether iot* 
possible to give them new natures. 
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Though the first of the following letters bean a 
little hard upon the ladies, for whom I have always 
professed a regard even to veneration, yet I am ia* 
duced to give it a place in my paper, from the con- 
sideration^ that if the complaint contained! in it 
should happen to have the least foundation in tr«th» 
they may have an opportunity of adding another 
proof to the multitudes they are daily giving, that 
they want only to be told of their errors to aniend 
them. Of the second letter I shall say nothing 
more, than that the expedient proposed in it to 
remove the evil complained of has my entire 
approbation. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
With as much devotion for the fair as any man, 
and as high a sense of the happiness thejr ftre Ga» 
pable of imparting, I have resolved to die an old 
batchelor ; yet not in the least determined by the 
strongest arguments against matrimony, or the most 
fashionable motives to a single life. It is my rois« 
fortune to esteem delicacy, economy, modesty, and 
some of the qualifications conveyed under the idea 
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of notable, as the most engaging ornaments of a 
well-bred woman. How unhapp}^ then am I, that 
Qone of these should be of repute in the present 
tge! 

1 had once formed a design of transporting my- 
self to Spain or China, for a lady of the domestic 
kind ; but giving the preference to those of my own 
country, I delayed my intention, till I should see 
the influence your weekly admonitions were at- 
tended with. 1 am now sorry to find, that not- 
withstanding your censorial dignity, they hav^ 
openly dared to persist in those fashions you have 
so long opposed. An unaccountable propensity to 
visit public places, a general nakedness of shoul- 
ders, a remarkable bluffness of face, a loud voice, 
•od a masculine air, have lately gained much ground 
in the country ; and I am apt to thiuk I diali Shortly 
see the necks and bosoms of my fair country-women 
painted with devices of birds and beasts, in imita- 
tion of the ancient Britons, though they are now 
contented with plain white and red. 

I have observed, that as we are gradually re- 
treating from the courage and greatness of our sex, 
the ladles are advancing with hasty strides upon us ; 
and whether we shall long maintain the pre-emi- 
nence, is a point much liable to dispute. 

I cannot but suspect them of entertaining designs 
of invading the province of man; and though I ac- 
knowledge their boundless power, I never was 
formed to obey, and cannot think of submission. 
]3ut admitting that the present generatign of beau- 
ties are totally unfit for wives, except to those gentle 
minds who would think then(i3elves honoured by 
having their thousands spent in the genteelest man- 
ner, yet in another capacity they might be made of 
the greatest service to their country. When I se« 
their liair tied in a knot behind, or either hai^gius 
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down in a ramillie, or folded up in ribbons, I can-' 
not but look on them as the fair defenders of Bri- 
tain, on whose gallantry I should rather choose to' 
rely, than on all the boasted prowess of our militarr* 
beaux. On this footing I can excuse them for sacri- 
ficing the thousand nameless powers of pleasing 
which nature has invested them with, for the powers 
of destroying, and consent to their changing the 
darts of Cupid for the armour of Mars. What- 
ever magazines of lightning are laid up in their 
bright eyes, I hope they will blaze out on this 
occasion. 

If it should be objected that we ought to have 
proofs of their valour, and that a big look may be 
consistent with a faint heart ; I answer, tbat there 
can be no great reason to doubt the bravery of 
those, who have made it one of their first maxims 
' never to be afraid of man:' and besides, that na- 
tural love of conquest which possesses every in- 
dividual of the female world, would animate them 
forward to the boldest enterprizes. I would farther 
propose, that the more gay and airy of them should. 
be distributed into a body of flying light-horse; the 
Cadabouts would make an excellent company Of fo- 
ragers ; the more delicate of them would serve to' 
cany the colours, and thQ sight of them would in-* 
spire the soldiers with unequalled resolutioQ and 
courage. Thus they niijfht all be disposed in ranks' 
and stations suitable to their respective merits, dis- 
tinctions, and qualifications, from the first lady of 
quality to the lowest belle in the country village. 
I should also advise, that a sufficient number of fe- 
male transports should be sent to the relief of our 
garrisons abroad, if it was not from my apprehen- 
sions that they would not be able to sustain a long 
siege, and might perhaps be captivated by the im- 
mense fineness of an embroidered knight of the' 
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order of St. Louis. I have only one circumstance 
more to mention to excite their zeal, which is, that 
they must be obliged to content themselves with 
their own invented fashions, till the successes of 
their arms shall oblige the French to accept of our 
wealth for those that are a la mode de Paris. 

If this proposal be agreeable to your judgment, 
X hope you will second it by the warmest encourage- 
ments. May we not exult in the prospect of that 
glorious career of success which must attend an 
army of heroines, bred to a contempt of danger, and 
trained up from infancy itself to the most intimate 
acquaintance with balls, drums, routs, hurricanes, and 
the like ? 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

A Singleton, 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
I have a complaint to lay before you, which, t^ 
the best of xny mempry, you have not hitherto 
touched upon. The ground of my complaint, sir^, 
is this. News, you know, never was more fluctuat- 
ing than at this moment. What we are told at 
breakfast is contradicted by noon, and that again is 
old by dinner; the dinner-tale scarcely lasts till 
coffee, and all is found to be false berore night. 
And yet, sir, there are a set of wise men, who ar« 
always satis6ed with the last t?ile, and constantly 
assure you they were all along of that opinion, 
' Lord, sir, I knew it must be so : how could it be 
otherwise? I always said so:' and though accounts 
vary to-morrow, it does not at all affect them ; for 
to-morrow they will have been all along perfectly 
y^tW acquainted with just the contrary t» what they 
knew so well to<<lay. This everlasting knowledge 
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and secret intelligence is really, sir, a most pro- 
voking insult on us poor things, who are not so 
knowing. If 1 arn wrong to-day, my friend is 
wrong to-morrow, and that puts us on an equality ; 
but these people, who are always sure to be of the 
right opinion, because they have tio opinion at all, 
are not to be endured. 

But i^ i"^ ^^^ ^l^ing ^^ complain, and another to 
roflrt'ss: and unless I thought I had some method 
to remedy the evil, I would not complain of iti The 
remedy I would propose is simply this: that the 
term J be for ever excluded all conversations. 
There is not, perhaps, one single impertinence or 
foppery in discourse, that is not imputable to that 
same little letter /. The old man, going to repeat 
the lie he has talked himself into a belief of, cries, 
/ remember when / was young. The maiden of 
fifty blesses her stars, and says, / was not such a 
flirt. The bold co4©nel tells you, / led oa the men, 
/entered the breach. The rake, /debauched such. 
a girl, / drank down such a fellow. Now, sir, fond 
as people are of being foolisfh, they would erencon- 
sent to be wise, if it was not con^ning their follies 
to their own dear persons. The old man's d'lll 
story is only to let you see what he was himself. 
The maiden gentlewoman only means to exemplify 
her own modesty, and does not care a pin for all 
the frailties of her neighbours, but that she has 
thereby an opportunity of telling you how virtuous 
she herself is. The soldier never tells you of a! 
campaign, but the one he was himself in. The rake 
never tells you of any follies but his own ; and the 
wise men I complained of in the begginning of my 
letter, never tell you Mr. Such-a-one always 
thought so, or Mr. Somebody always said so, but / 
always thought so, / always said so. Let me there- 
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fore entreat you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to forbid the use 
of this monosyllable, and^uu vnH much oblige. 

Sir, 
Your friend, S^c. 
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\Ve are accused by the Prench, and perhaps but 
too justly, of having no word in our language, which' 
answers to their word police, which therefore we 
have been obliged to adopt, not having, as they say,' 
the thing. 

It does not occur to me that we have any pne 
word in our language (I hope not from the same 
reason) to express the ideas which they comprehend^ 
under the word hs macurs. Maimers are too little,* 
morals too much. I should define it thus : a gene" 
tal exterior decency y fitness, and propriety of conduct 
in the common irUercourse of life, 

Cicero, in his Offices, makes use of the word' 
decorum in this sense, to express what he tells us the' 
Greeks signified by their word (I will not shock- 
the eyes of my polite reader^ with Greek types) To 
Ptepon, 

The thing however is unquestionably of iqnport* 
ance, by whatever word it may be dignified or de- 
graded, distinguished or mistaken; it shall therefore 
be the subject of this paper to explain and recom-* 
mend it; and upon this occasion I shall adopt the 
word decorum, . ♦ * ,• 

But as I have some private reasons for desiring 
not to lessen the sale of these my lucubrations, I 
must premise, that notwithstanding tbia serious in- 
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trodaction^ I am not going to preacb cither reli« 
gious or moral dutiiis. On the contrary, it, is ^ 
scheme of interest which I mean to commuDicate, 
and which, if the supposed characteristic of the 
present age be true, must, I should apprehend, be 
highly acceptable to the generality of my readers. 

I take it for granted that the most sensible and 
informed part of mankind, I mean people of fashion, 
pursue singly their owa interests and pleasures; 
that they desire as far as possible to enjoy them ex- 
clusively, and to avail themselves of the simplicity, 
the ignorance, and the prejudices of the yulgar, 
who have neither the same strength of miiid« q^ 
the same advantages of education. Now it is cer- 
tain that nothing would more contribute to tblit de« 
sirable end, than a strict observance of this ib^o- 
rim, which, as I have already hipted, does Qpt ex« 
tend to religious or moral duties, does not. prohibit 
the solid enjoyments of vice, but only throws a veil 
of decency between it and the vulgar, coQceals part 
of its native deformity, and prevents scimda], ^^nd 
bad example. It is a sort of pepper-corn qait-rent 
paid to virtue, as an acknowledgment o^ its supe- 
riority ; but according to our present constitution, 
is the easy price of freedom, not the tribute .of vas- 
salage. 

Those who would be respected \^y oth^ra^ must. 
first respect themselves. A certain exterior puri^ 
and dignity of character comim^ids respect, pro- 
cures credit, and invites confidence; but the pub- 
lic exercise and ostentation of vice^ has all Uic con-, 
timry effects. 

The middle class of people m this country, though 
generally straining to imitate their betters, have not. 
yet shaken off* the prejudices of their education ; 
very many of them still believe in a Supreme B^ng, 
iu a futur« state of rewards ^d punishments, ^d 
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retain some coarse, home-spun, notions of mofal' 
good and evil. The rational system of materialism* 
has not yet reached them ; and in my opinion, it 
may be full as well it never should ; for as I am not 
of leTelling principles, I am for preserving a due sul>- 
ordination from inferiors to superiors, which an 
equality of profligacy must totally destroy. 

A fair character is a more lucrative thing than 
people are generally an'are of; and I am int'oruied 
that an eminent money-scrivener has lately calcu- 
lated with great accuracy the advantage of it, and 
that it has turned out a clear profit of thirteen and 
a half per cent, in* the general transactions of life ; 
which advantage, frequently repeated, as it must be 
in the course of the year, amounts to a very con- 
siderable object. 

To proceed to a few instances. If the courtier 
would but wear the appearance of truth, promist • 
less, and perform more, he would acquire such a' 
degree of trust and confidence, as would enable him - 
to strike on a sudden, and with success, some splen- ' 
did stroke of perfidy, to the infinite advantage of' 
himself and his party. 

A patriot, of all people, should be a strict ob- 
server of this d^orum, if he would (as it is to be pre- 
sumed he would) bear 'a good price at the court' 
market. The love of his dear country, well acted 
and little felt, will certainly get him into good keep- 
ing, and perhaps procure him a handsome settle-' 
ment for life ; but if his prostitution be flagi^ant, hc^ 
is only made use of in casf*s of the utmost necessity, 
and even then only by cullies. I must observe 
by the bye, that of late the market has been a little 
glutted with patriots, and consequently they do ndt " 
sell quite so well. 

Few masters of families are, I should presume, 
desirous to be robbed indiscriminately by all their' 
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a#i%ants ; tnd a^ servants in g^Djpxsil are qiort 
afraid of the devil, aud less of the gallows, than 
their masters^ it seems lo be as imprudent as ind^ 
cent to remove that wholesome fear, either by. their 
examples, or their philosophical dissertations^ ex- 
ploding in their presence, thous^h ever so justly, all 
the idle notions of future puuisuments, or of mo^rai 
good and evil. At prejieat, honest faitbfu] venrants 
rob their masters conscientiously only in their re« 
«pective stations ; but take away those checks aud 
restraints which the prejudices of their edivcation 
have (aid them under, they will soon rob indiscri- 
minately, and out of their several departtnevts $ 
w hich would probably create some little coofbuoil 
in families, especially m numerous ones. 

I cannot omit observing, that this decorym ex- 
tends to the little trifling offices of commoB life ; 
such as seeming to take a tender and affectionats 
piart in the health or fortune of your acquaintance, 
and a readiness and alacrity to serve them, iu things 
of little consequence to them^^ ajid of non^ at all to 
you. These attentions briqg in good int^rt^t; the 
weak and the ignorant mistake them for tke real^en-. 
timents of your heart, and give you their esteem 
and friendship in return. The wise, indeed, pay you 
in your own coin, er by a truck of commodities 
of equal value ; upon which however there U no 
loss ; so that upon the whole, this commerce, skil* 
fully carried on, is a very lucrative one. 

In all my schemes for the general good of mankind, 
I have always a particular attention to the utility 
that may arise from them to nay fair fellow -subjects, 
for whom X have the tenderest and most unfeigned 
concern ; and I lay hold of this opportunity, most 
earnestly to recommend to them the strictest ob- 
servance of this decorum, I will admit that a fine 
#omaM of a certain rank, cannot have too many real 
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vices ; but at the same time^ I do insist upon it^ that 
it is essentially her interest, not to have the appear- 
ance of any one. This decorum, I confess, will con- 
ceal her cdnauests, and prevent her triumphs; but 
on the other nand, if she will be pleased to reflect 
that those conquests are known, sooner or later, al- 
ways to end in her total defeat, she will not upon an 
average find herself a loser. There are indeed some 
husbands of such humane and hospitable disposi* 
tions, that they seem determined to share all their 
happiness with their friends and acquaintance ; so 
that with regard to such husbands singly, this dc* 
carum were useless : but the far gi-eater number arc 
of a churlish and uncommunicative disposition, 
troublesome upon bare suspicions, and btutal upon 
proofs. These are capable of inflicting upon the 
feir delinquent the pains and penalties of exile and 
imprisonment at the dreadful mansion-seat, notwith- 
standing the most solemn protestations and oaths^ 
backed with the most moving tears, that nothing 
ideally criminal has passed. But it must be owned, 
that of all negatives, that is much the hardest to b% 
proved. 

Though deep play be a vefy innocent and evch 
commendable amusement in itself, it is however, as 
things are yet con^ituted, a great breach, nay per- 
haps the highest violation possible of the decorum iti 
the fair sex. If generally fortunate, it induces some 
Suspicion of dexterity ; if unfortunate, of debt ; and 
in this latter case, the ways and means for raisinjt; 
the supplies necessary fot the current year, are 
Sometimes supposed to be unwarrantable, ^ut whAt 
is still much more important, is, that th6 agoniei 
of an ill run will disfigure the finest face in the worlds 
and cause most ungraceful emotions. I hav^ knowft 
a bad game, suddenly produced upon a good game, 
ibr a deep stake at bragg or Coininerc^ alinost 
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make the vermilion turu pale« and elicit from.lips» 
. where the sweets of Hybladweltyand where the loves 
. and graces played^ some murmured oaths, which 
though minced and mitigated a little in their ter- 
^ mi nations, seemed to me upon the whole to be ra- 
ther unbecoming. 

Another singular advantage which will arise to 
. my fair countrywomen of distinction from the ob- 
^^ervance of this decorum, is, that they will never 
. want some creditable led captain to at^nd them at 
a minute's warning to operas, plays, Ra^elagh^ a&d 
Vauxhall ; whereas I have known some woneo of 
.extreme condition, who by neglecting the decorum, 
had slatterned away their characters to suqh a de- 
gree, as to be obliged upon those emergencies to 
take up with mere toad-eaters of very equiYocal 
rank and character, who by no means graced their 
entry into public places. 

To the young unmarried ladies, I beff leave to re- 

f present, that \ki\& decorum will make a difference of at 
east five-and-twenty, if not fifty per cent* in their 
fortunes. The pretty men, who have commonly 
the honour of attending them, are not in j^neral 
the marrying kind of men ; they love, them too 
much or too little, know them too well, or not weU 
enough, to think of marrying them. iThe hasband- 
like men are a set of aukward fellows with- good 
estates, and who not having got the betlerof vdgar 
prejudices, lay some stress upon the characters ^f 
their wives, and the legitimacy of the heirs toth^ir 
estates and titles. These are to be caught only by 
les mceurs; the book must be baited with the dc^ 
corum; the naked one will not do. 

I must own that it seems too severe to deny young 
ladles the innocent amusements of the present timea^ 
but I beg of them to recollect that I mean only with 
Vogard to outward appearances ^ and I should pre^ 



sutne Xhditietedtites which the pretty men might b<i 
contrived and brought about in places less public 
than Kensington-gardens, tlie two parks,, the high 
roads, or the streets of London « 

Having thus combined, as I flatter myself that I 
have, the solid enjoyments of vice. With the useful 
appearances of virtue, 1 thinkmysfcif entitled to the 
thanks of my cx)Untry in general, and to that just 
praisd which Horace ^ives to the author, qui miscuit 
utile dulci ; or in English, who joins the useful with 
the agreeable* 
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I CAN remember, when I was a yoiing tnan at thi 
university, being so nmch aflbcted m ith that very 
pathetic speech, which Ovid has put into the mouth 
of Pythagoras, against eating the Hesh of animals* 
that it was some time before I could bring myself 
to our college mutton again, without some inward 
doubt whether 1 was not making myself an accom- 
plice to a murder. My scruples remained unrecon- 
ciled 10 the committing so horrid a meal, till upon 
serious reflection 1 became convinced of its legality, 
from the general order of nature, who has instituted 
the universal preying upon the weaker as ofie of her 
first principles ; though to me it has ever appeared 
an incomprehensible mystery, that she who could 
not be restrained by any want of materials from 
f\irnishiiig supplies for the support of her various 
ofl&p ring, should lay them Under the necessity of 
devouring one another. 

But though this reflection had- force enough to 
jispythagorize mej, before my tromplinioniK fiad timt^ 
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to make obtit^rvations upon my beheviour^ which 
coifld by no means have turned te my advaiilage in 
the worlds I for a> great whiki retained, so- tender a 
regard for all my fellow-creatures^ that I ba^sie se^ 
Teral times brought myself into imminent perils by 
my attempts to rescue persecuted cata. srom th« 
handti and teetb of their vroiryers; by endeavouring 
to prevent the engagement of dogs, who bad ipfuii* 
festly DO quarrel of their own ; and by putting 
butchers' boys in mind^ that asfhieir j»heep weiie geing 
to die^ they walked full as fast as could benefMoiiabijr 
expected, without the cruel blows they were so libe^ 
ral in bestowing upon them. As-I commonly came 
off by the worst in these disputes, and as I could not 
but observe that I often aggravated, never diminish* 
ed, the ill treatment of these innocent sufferers^ I 
soon found it necessary to consult my own ease, as 
well as security, by turning down another str^t^ 
whenever I m^t with an adventure of this kind, ran* 
ther than be compelled to be a spectator of wfaal 
would shock mc, or be provoked to run myself inta 
danger, without the le^t: advant£(ge to thoa^ wbumi 
J would assist. 

I have kept strictly ever since to this methed. ofi 
flying from the sight of cruGlty> whenever I coaJdi 
find ground-room for it : and' I. make no manneF of 
doubt, that I have more than-once escaped the borna 
of a mad ex, as- all of that species are called, tbafrdo: 
not cliuse to be tormented as well as killed. But on. 
the other hand, these escapes of mine have ve^ fre^ 
cjuently run mc into great i neon venienciea; i hai^e 
sometimes been led into such a series^ of blindi ai^ 
leys, that it has been matter of great difficultjt tQ^ 
me to hnd my way out- of them. I have, been be* 
trayed by my hurry into the middleof a market*. Cho- 
proper residence of inhuittanity. J have paid many 
^ jii3l-i^nd-^gbt«peiH-e fi>r Apq-appear9ivP9 M tbo. 



hour my lawyer fi&d appointjed for btisin&iil t and, 
what woi>|d h«Tt some people won*e than all the 
rest, I hare frequently arrhred too fete for the din* 
ners I hate been mvited to at the houses of my 
friends. 

All these difficulties and distresses, I began td 
flatter myself, were going to be removed, and that 
I should be left at liberty to pursue my Walks through 
the straitest and broadest streets, when Mr. Hogarth 
first published his prints upon the subject of croelty ) 
but whatever success so much ingenuity, founded 
upon so much humanity, might deserve, ail the hoped 
I had built of seeing a reformation proved vain and 
fruitless. I am sorry so say it, but there sftill remain 
in thie «'treets of this metropolis more scenes of bar^ 
barity than perhaps are to bemet with in all Europe 
besides. Asia is too well known for compassion to 
brutes ; and nobody w^o has read Busbequius, ^iH 
wonder at me for most heartily wishing that our 
common people were no crueller than Turks. 

i should have apprehensions of being laughed at> 
Were I to complain of want of compassion in out 
law ; the very word seeming contradictory to any 
idea of it ; but I will venture to own that to me it 
tppears strange, that the man against whom Ishould 
be enabled to bring an action for laying a little dirt 
Gl my door, may with impunity drive by it half ^ 
dos!en ualves, with their tails lopped close to their 
bodies, ^d their hinder parts covered with b1ood» 
He must have a passion for neatness not to be envied^ 
who does not think this a greater nuisance than the 
sight of a few cinders. 

I know not whether it is from the clergy^S having 
looked upon this subject as too trivial for their no- 
tice, that we find them more silent upon it thati 
could be wished : for as slaughter is at present hi) 
branch of the priesthood, it is to be presumed they 
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have as much compa£sion asvother teen. The Spec- 
tator lias exclaimed against the cruelty of roasting 
lobsters alive^ and of whipping piss to (leath : but 
the misfortune is, the writings ol an Addison are 
seldom read by cooks and butchers. As to the 
thinking pan of mankind, it has always been con- 
vinced, 1 believe, that however conformable to. the 
general rul 3 of nature our devouring animals may 
DC (for I would not be understood to impeach^ what 
is our only visible prerogative as lords of the crea- 
tion, an unbounded licence of teeth) we are never- 
theless under indelible obligations to prevent their 
suffering any degree of pain, more than is abso- 
lutely unavoidable But this conviction lies in sach 
jiands, that I fear not one poor creature in a mil- 
lion has ever fared the better for it, and I believe 
never will ; since people of condition^ the only 
source from whence this pity is to flow, are so far 
from inculcating it to those beneath them, that a 
very few winters ago they suffered themselves to be 
entertained at a public theatre by the performances 
of an unhappy company of animals who could only 
have been made actors by tiie utmost energy of whip* 
cord and starving. 

I acknowledge my tenderness to be particularly 
affected in favour of so faithful and useful a crea- 
ture as a dog; an animal so approaching to us in 
sense, 80 dependent upon us for support, and so 
pucuLarly the friend of man, that he deserves the 
kindest and most gentle usage. For no less than 
the whole race of these animals I have been under 
the greatest alarms, ever since the tax upon dogs 
was first reported to be in agitation. I thought it a 
little hard indeed, that a man should be taxed for 
having one creature in his house in which he might 
confide ; but when I heard that officers were to be 
gppointed^ to knock out the brains of all these ho«> 



heat domestics^ who should presiime to fnake their 
appearance in the streets without the passport of 
their master's name about their necks^ I became 
seriously concerned for them. 

This enmity against dogs is pretended to be 
founded upon the apprehension of their going mad : 
but an easier remedy might be applied by abolish- 
ing the custom (with many others equally ingenious) 
of tying bottles and stones to their tails ; by which 
means (and in this one particular I must give tip 
my clients) the unfortunate sufferer becomes sub- 
ject to the persecutions of his own species, too apt 
to join the run against a brother in distress. But 
^reat alk)wance should be made for an animal, wh6 
m an intimacy of near six thousand years with mafii 
has learht but one of his bad qualities. 

To conclude tiiis subject: as 1 cannot t>tit join lit 
opimoQ with Mr. Hogarth, that the frequency of 
murders among us is greatly owing to those scenes 
ef cruelty, which the lower ranks of people are sd 
much Accusliomed to ; instead of multijplying suck 
scenes, I should rather hope that some proper me^ 
tbod might be fixed upoB^ either for preventing 
tkem, or renrM)Ting them out of sight : so that out 
infants might not grow up into the world in a fami* 
liarity with blood. If we may believe the natur« 
^tsts^ th«t a lion is a gentle animal till his tongue 
has been dipped in blood, what precaution ought we 
to use to prevent man from being inured to it, wh# 
iM»8iich superiority of power to do mischiefs 
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No. 191, THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 1750, 

Difficile M* Satiram non scribere* Ju v. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam, • 
Sir, 

It has always appeared to me that there is some« 
thing extremely absurd in a general satire : tor as il 
will always instruct vanity how to shun, and enable 
impudence to reject its application, I cannot dist^ 
ver thai it is likely to answer any better purpose, 
than that of giving encouragement to rogues, and 
administering comfort to fools. 

This species of writing is by no means of modern 
invention, and consequently can havo no essential 
connection with the reigning manners of the present 
times. If we examine the satirists of any other 
age, we shall find that they have all unanimously 
followed the example of their father Simonides, 
and represented the human species in a vary unna-* 
tural light; nor do I think it possible for any one 
to display his talents this way, without having re» 
course to the same expedient. From hence I would 
infer^ that the description of a monstrous charac* 
ter, in those early days of simplicity and innocence, 
w<is considered only as an ingenious piece of in veil* 
tion, ^nd that their false notion of wit was the ao\% 
occasion of their giving into such a ridiculous cus* 
torn. And this, as I take it, will be sufficient to 
account for its being so fashionable with us at this 
time, though there be manifestly no other reason 
for our admitting it, than because we are pleased to 
fancy the judgment of the ancients, and love to 
(:opy iqdiscriiTiinatelv from all th^ir models witb • 



X* 10 \\ WORLD. 1S7 

servile veneration. But supposing this to be a true 
representation of the cuse before us, and that men 
of wit never satirize with any oilensive tlesijjn, but 
|>urely for the sake of displaying their abilities; yet 
Avhat shall we say for those ehurlish malecontents, 
who pretend to write satire, with no other earthly 
talent for it than rank malevolence ? Why truly, it 
is to be feared, they have no less exa^prratiiii^ a 
reason for reviling all mankind, than be.ause they 
are deservedly despised by every body that knows 
them. For as it is absurd to suppose, ihat a man 
who has always been very civilly tnated by tho 
world, should have any inclination to fall out with 
it in good earnest, so every worthless fellow who 
has been justly mortified by its contempt or aver- 
sion, will naturally be provoked to expose himself 
to its utmost derision, by a silly attempt to retaliate 
the insult. And hence it is,tbat if a few spleneticcon- 
ceited wretches are not caressed up to the extrava- 
gant expectation of their own imaginary descrls, 
they shall immediately vent their resentment in all 
those alarming exclamations, which have, with 
equal propriety, been echoed through every century 
of the world. Then forsooth, that utter neglect of 
merit, which has been the constant re|)roach of every 
other age, shall once more be the peculiar infamy 
of this; then we shall be sunk again into the very 
dregs of time, and shall at length be niost assuredly 
filling up that astonishing measure of iniquity, which 
has been just on the very brink of being completed^ 
ever since the first judicial infliction of an universal 
deluge. 

It is very remarkable that this whim of degene- 
racy has always been most prevalent in the most re- 
fined and enlightened ages, and that it has constant- 
ly increased in exact proportion with the progresf 
Qt' <irts and sciences. Jivery considqrate persoi^, 



fhcrefore, upon siich a discovery, will of course bi 
inclined to consider all invectives agaiAsi the cor* 
ruption of the present tilmes, as so many convinciog 
testiilnonies of our real kaprovenvent. I findj Mi*. 
Fitz-^Adam, it is your opinion^ thftt the expeHence 
of our ancestors has not been entirely thrown away 
upon us, and that th« world is }ikely to gi*ow belted 
and wiser the ioiiger it lasts. I must own I am en* 
tirely of yoUr way of thinking, and should be rerf 
ready to declare, was I not airaid of ofi^adiilg ytnit 
modfsty, how much benefit it is likely to receitc 
from your weekly instructions. 

To those who are sequestered from the Wkat€ 
crowded scenes of ]ife> and roust therefore fio^ 
themselves forestalled almost on every subject, but 
such as the private fund of tbeii* own imagiaatioM 
can Rinish them with ; to thotfe, I sayi it may aeeM 
very surprising that Vou should be able to procwrC 
so many fresh materials for the gratification of tbetr 
curiosity. But the fancy of the polite natiHitade ii 
inexhaustibly fertile ; aiid they who are cOQ^evstiiC 
^ ith it at this time, will be so far from imagiaittg 
that you are distressed fbr want of novelty, that 
they will rather think it impossible for the nimblest 
pen to keep pace with its innovations. The only 
thing that can give them any surprise is, that ye« 
should still be catching at every recent foUy thai 
comes in your way, when they can supply you witk 
such a plentiful crop of new and unheard-of virtues^ 
I am aware that new virtues will sound a little odd 
to some precise i&>nnal creatuTes> who hkve con* 
ceived a strange notion that all the virtues mual 
eternally and invariably result from some certain 
tinintelliffible principles, which are called the vela* 
tions and fitnesses of^ things. But surely no man m 
his senses Mwuld ever refuse to vary the fashio* of 
^is moraisi if the taste of the times required it i tott 
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it would be absurd to the last degree^ to suppose 
that it is not altogether as reasonable to dress out 
our manners to the best advantage, as to wear any 
external ornament for the recommendation of our 
persons; and not only because the common prac- 
tice of the world will justify our using as much art 
in managing the former as the latter, but because 
it is difficult to conceive that there should be any 
more essential harm in new m^xlelling a habit of 
the mind^ than in altering the trim of a coat or 
waistcoat. 

And really it is astonishing to think what an ad- 
vantage our present improved state of mortality has 
over all the ancient systems of virtue. If barely to 
avoid vice has been generality reckoned the begin- 
ning of virtue, to convert vice itself into virtue, 
must needs border very nearly on the very perfec- 
tion of merit. And can any one pretend to deny 
but that many practices, which in times past were 
branded with infamy^ have at length, by our inge- 
nious contrivances, been transformed into the most 
reputable accomplishments ? A great wit of the 
last age having asked, by way of a problem, why it 
wais much more difficult to say any thing new in a 
panegyric than in a satire, endeavoured to account 
ior it himself, by observing, tliat allthe virtues of 
mankind were to be counted upon a few fingers, 
whereas tlieir vices were imiumerable, and time was 
hourly adding to the heap. But a late moralist has 
been so obliging as to make a great diminution in 
the number of our vices, and withal so ingenious, 
as to inlist the greatest part of them into the cata- 
logue of virtues ; so that at present a copious lam- 
poon ought to be looked upon as a work of amaz- 
ing invention, and a trite or barren dedication as 
tiie effect only of dulness. I will not pretend to 
prophesy to wh^t an eminent degree of perfection 
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tlus double adrantage must in time adrai^ce us. It 
is certaiu that we Ijave at present but fifnt vices left 
for us to euotMiQtcr witb ; and as I ha:vie reason to 
bei<iev*e, that ii is itheir naaies chiefly 'which nmke 
them formidable, I thiiik it woaki be very prudent 
first of aH to give ^their characters a little soflenin^t 
fbr could we but once bring ourselves to look upon 
tJiem witib ifidk^eretice* I make tto doubt but we 
should soon be able, either to extirpate them en* 
ti rely, or, at least, to gain them ^^verwitii the rest 
of their party to the side of virtue. 

Some traveilers, indeed, ha?ye endeavoured to 
make us believe, that many of our modem virtiiea 
have been long sioice practised in som<e other parts 
of the world : but Jet tbem.talk of the Meng;reliattSy 
Topinambos, and Hottentots as much as they pleasej 
yet I am satisfied diat we have made more refine* 
ments, if not more discoveries, that any of tfiem ; 
and that we are vStill cultivating many curiotis tracts 
in the regions of virtue, which, in aU likelihoods 
without ourasi^istance, must have forever remained 
ill the terra incognita of morals. 

I am, SfR, 

Your\ Arc. 

Ko.192. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1756. 



In all my researches into the human heait (fbe 
study of which has taken up my principal attention 
for these forty years past) I have never been so 
coofouaded and pei-plexed as at discovering, thai 
while people are inrlulgiog themselves openly and 
without disguise in t4ie commission of almost, every 
vice that their natures inclifie them to, they »haul4 
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desire to conceal their virtues, as if they were really 
ashamed of them, and considered thenn as so many 
weaknesses in their constitutions. I knovr a man 
^ this vt;ry hour, who is in his heart the most do- 
mestic creature living, and: whose wife and childire]* 
are the only dtilii^ht of his life, vetwh<H for fear otf 
l)eing laughed at by his acqinaintance, and t» get a 
reputaitiou in the woi-ld, is doin^ penance every 
evening, at the tavern, anti perpctualiy hinting to hi* 
companions, that he has a mistress in private, t 
am acquainted with another, who being overheard 
upon, a sick-bed, to recommend himself to the care 
of Heaven in a short ejaculation, was so ashamed 
of being told of it, that he pleadied. lightheaded- 
ness^ for his excuse, protiesting that he could not? 
posfiibJy have been< in his right senses, and gcrilty of 
such a weakness. I know also^ a. third, who frtMfki: a> 
sierieu* turn of mind, goes to church every Sunday, 
in: a part of the town where Ke is tot^Uy unknown^i 
tjiat he may recommend himself to>lns aa^uaint' 
auccy by laughing at public worship and riidicuKng' 
the parsons. 

There are men- who are so fond of thfe; reputation' 
of aii intrigue with a handsome manned woman> 
that without the least passion* for the object oit trheir 
pursuit, or perhaps the ability to gratify itif ^ley 
hady. are toasting, her in. all companie.^ per^ng* her' 
to every public place, anid' eternally buaaing in hep 
ear, to convince the world th^at tliey ape in « posses** 
sion^of a happiness, which if oliered/to thenaj, would 
only end in their disappointment audi disgitace. 
And what is still, more unaccomitabie, the lady thus 
par-sued, who possibly pi^efers heu htubtfnd- ttj all 
Qth€^ men, should counts naiuiet by her behaviour 
the suspicions enteutained of her : and Gi^iltenting' 
b^rself with' th4^ s^fratooosdousiyea^'of Heit' innoi* 
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L-ence, shall take pains to be thought iD^Unoas bf 
the whole town. • • 

That there are persons of a different stamp fitmi 
these, I very readily allow ; persons wbodetenDiDtf 
to pay themselves by pleasure for the scandal they 
have occasioned. But it is really my opinion, that 
if the mask were torn o0> we shuuld find more vir^ 
tues and fewer vices to exist among us, than are conn 
nionly imagined by those who judge only tVom ap«. 
pearanceSfc 

, A very ingenious French writer, speaking of the 
force of custom and example, makes the foilowiog 
remarks upon his countrymen* 

* A man (says he) of good sense and good natnrei 
speaks ill of the absent, because he v^ould not be 
despised by those who are present. Anotbef wmild' 
be honest, humane, and without pride, if he was not- 
afraid of being ridiculous; and a third becomes 
really ridiculous, through such qualities as wonld 
make him a model of perfection, if he dared to 
exert them, and assume his just nK:rits» In a "w^Nnd 
(continues he), our vices are artificial as well at oaf' 
virtues, and the frivolousuess of our characters per- 
mits us to be but imperfectly what we are, iike 
the play-things we give our children, we are only a 
faint resemblance of what we would appear* Ac- 
cord Tngly we are esteemed by other nations only us 
the petty toys aud trifles of society. The first laur" 
of our politeness regards the women. " A man -of 
the highest rank, owes the utmost complaisance to' 
a woman of the very lowest condition, and woaM 
blush for shame, and think himself ridiculous in the 
highest degree, if he offered her any personal insultt 
And yet such a man may deceive and betray a wo« 
man of merit, and blacken her reputation, without 
the least apprehension either of blame or punisti* 
meiit/ 
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I have quoted these remarks that I might do jus-* 
iee to the candour of the Frenchman who M'rote 
hein» and at the same time vindicate my country- 
aea (unaccountable as they are) from the unjust 
Vputatioa of being more ridiculous and absurd 
ban the rest of mankind. 

la France, every married woman of condition in- 
rigues openly ; and it is thought the highest breach 
»f French politeness^ for the husband to interfere in 
my of her pleasures. A man may be called to an 
bccount for having seduced his friend's sister or 
laughter, because it may be presumed he has car- 
'ied his point by a promise of marriage ; but with a 
Harried woman the case is quite ditierent, as her 
l^allant can only have applied to her inclinations, or 
gratified the longings of a lady, whom it had been 

imy to have refused. 

There is a story of a Frenchman, w^hich as I have 
mly heard once, and the majority of my readers 
lerhaps never, I shall beg leave to rehite. A banker 
it Paris, who had a very handsome wife, invited an 
^glish gentleman, with whom he had some money 
ransactions, to take a dinner with him at his coun- 
ry-house. Soon after dinner, the Frenchman was 
laJled out upon business, and his friend left alone 
vith the lady, who to his great surprize, from 
>eing the easiest and gayest woman imaginable* 
carcely condescended to give an answer to any of 
lis questions ; and at last, starting from her chair, 
md surveying him for some time with a look of in- 
Ugnation and contempt, she gave him a hearty box 
»n the ear, and ran furiously out of the room. 
iVhile the Englishman was stroking his face, and- 
(sdeavouring to penetrate into this mysterious be- 
b[aviour> the husband returned ; and finding his 
&iend alone, and inquiring into the reason., was 
told the whole story. What, sir, says he, did she 

VOL. xxix« g 
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strike you? Ilow did you entertartu fewt? Wifth the 
common- occurrences of the* umw, scnsmtHiA dvi 
Englishman; nothing more^ I S8SUiU»y<Ml. Aiididii 
you of)er no rudeness to her, reeQ0V6ii life 4tiMr} 
!No, upon my h^noury replied l^ firi#Adt Slhft'lMi 
behaved as she ought, thetiy saidttbe Fp0ifc|MiW| 
for tky be alone with a fiiDe wkmhY), alfld tiHttlre DO at- 
tempt upon her virtue, is ^ affitoDt €o« llPev bMMyi 
and she bas resented tbe indignity aid b6eaiM tf %#*. 
man of spirit. 

1 am prevented from retuimiilg i^lh$^ su%i{<Mft?«f 
this paper, by a letter which I hav« jOttOtfewrieiciiMVf^ 
by the penny-post, ani wbieh* I sAls^I- foy bellcffettff 
fea^ler.s exactly as it was sent me. 

Mr. FiTa-A-DAM, 
Walking up St. James's street^the of^er dfliy>I will 
stopt by a very srnart young fertiare,-Wh6^befs^ge^ my 
pardon for her boldness, and looking very iiiiMM 
cently in- my face, ask-ed me, if I did n(MI kno^ lKeV« 
The manner of her accosting me, aiid the extrarie 
prettiness' of her figure, maae^me kM»k atltfef WSA 
attention ; and I soon recollected that she had' taett 
a servant girl of my wi Fe'si who had taken Iwt trcHU 
the country, and after keeping her thiree yetfri itf 
her service, had dismissed her about two MottUM 
ago. ' What Nanny,' said I> 'is it- yon ^ I «of«y 
saw any body so fine in all my life.' * O'sir !* gfe^ 
she, (wrth the most innocent smile illiagnMkbfe> 
bridling her head, and curt'sying down ixf tfttf 
ground) ' I have been debauched- since I livc4irillif 
my misti-ess.' * H'ave you so, Mrs. Nanny,' said Vi 
'*And pray, child, who is it that has debauched' ytm r* 
' O, ,sir !' says she, * one of the worthiest genftfeMetV 
in the world, and he has bought me Jt n^w n^tgie 
for every day in the week.'* The girl pressed* mc? 
earnestly to go and looH '»t her lod^rtgs, whicikthe 
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assured me were bard by ia Bury -street, and as fine 
as A duidbess's ; but 1 declioed her offer, kiiowini^ 
that any arguments of mine in favour of virtue and 
stuff-governs, would avail but little against pleasuie 
and silk negligees. 1 tlurrcfMe contented niystlf 
MJth expressing my concern for the way uf life she 
had entered into, and bad her farewell. 

St^iQgaman inclin<.*d to sp<x'ulute a little, as of* 
tiBD »» I think of the fiuery o4'tiiis girl« and the rea«- 
son alleged for it, I cannot help fancying, wlienever 
1 fall iii coiDpany with a pretty u oinan« dressed out 
lieyond her visible circuntstances, patched, painted, 
and ornamented to the extent of the motle, that sh« 
is goiog to make me her I>est curtesy, and to tell nie« 
* O^ sir! I have been debauched since I kept good 
ecHQpany/ 

But though this excuse for finery was giitren me by 
ft woman, 1 believe it may with equal propriety be ap- 
plied to the men. Fine places, fine fortunes, fine 
ilOQses, and fine things of all kinds, aie too often 
porchaaed at the expeuoe of honesty ; a«)d I seldom 
see a plaia country genfieroan turned eeurtier^ and 
bowing in a fine cout at dwe levees of great mcji, 
wiM>se looks do not tell me that he is come to towu 
to be debauched. 

I could wish, Mr. Fitz-Adaoi, that from these 
Tode hints, you would favour your readers with a 
speculation upon this subject, which would be 
highly entertaining to all, and particularly oblig* 
iogtu 

Silt, 

Your most humble servcatt, 

CD. 
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Ko. 193. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1754, 

1 
I 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. ', ' 

Sir, ^!^ 

As I have a singular favour to beg of you, I thiidj[^ 
it proper to preface my request with some accoaul; 
of myself. 

I am at present one of the numerous fraternity i^f > 
Dis'iREssED gentlemen; a disconsolate beiidi 
daily contending betwixt pride and poverty;^ 
mournful relick of mis-spent youth ; a walking did| 
with two hands pointing to the lost hours; 4Uli 
having been long ago tired with putting iny fin 
into empty pockets, am at last desirous of enkp 
ingthem in soliciting the assistance and recommi 
dation of the World. 

I was bred at a great public school, not (ar 
this metropolis, where 1 acquired a knowle 
the classics and the town superior to my y 
From this school I was transmitted to a renowpid 
college in a celebrated university, from whence IRy 
dull and phlet^^matic contemporaries have slid iflto 
the greatest preferments in church and state. Tllby 
contented themselves indeed with going on vjJK 
trot in the common road of application and patiMfc^ 
while I galloped with spirit through ways less 
fined, till at last I found myself benighted in a 
of debts and distresses. However, as I contip|led 
to adorn my mind with the most elevated sentimi^ts 
of. ancient and modern poetry, I was the moatijptn* 
guine of all mortals, never once doubting but fbttt 
the time would shortly arrive, when I was to to 
loaded with fortune, aud distinguished by honomrt* 
1 looked upon avarice as the meanest of vices, ^ini 
•ht;i*'*'»r*» "-'loted it from nr^y Nis'^'n. 1 coasioereci 
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IB as the noblest of virtues, and therefore 
tne friend of every body. Impudence 1 disf 

and called in modesty and liumiiity to he 
nsfillors. Thus generous, friendly, modest, 
Bble, I was placed by my friends in the 
emple. But I quickly discovered thut niy 
1 virtues, and uncommon knowledge, were 
J impediments to the study of the law ; a 
on too sohd in itself to require any external 
ges, and (e;xcept the great wig and Serjeant's 
iteming absolutely independent of all acqui-* 
v'batsoever. I therefore quitted it ia time, 

nenced fine gentleman. In this capacity I 

nonour of sipping my <!hocolate in a certain 
w^ chosen member of a certain club, and 
imd that I wanted nothing but money to 
lased my ti«ne as agreeably as the best of 
that is to say, by being always in good com* 
without the fatigue of good conversation J. 
a feast> without the vulgar call of appetite \ 
tly at play, without the least sport; bunger-r 
r politics, without the powers of digestion \ 
)arra8sed with acquaintance, witliout a si^igje 

But wanting the one thing needful ioi all 
ijoyments, and there being a war upon the 
iU> I quitted the fine gentleman k>t the sol« 
4 made a campaign iu Flandei's. My regi# 

were highly pleasing tome ; and I had cer-* 
ucceeded to a stafi' before the end of the war, 
have arrived at the least smattering either 
jery or fortification. I had read Cesar's 
itaries and Polybius, and fancied myself im- 

by them; but Blend's treatise of military 

J was what 1 could never comprehend. How-. 

oitered through the campaign without ig«o« 

ind at my veturn horns wisely scJd »y 

)n. 

i3 
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The great and decisive step in life still femaineA 
untried. The temple of Hymen, with all its en- 
chanting prospects, was open to my view, and al- 
lured my attention. The groups of Cupids thai 
seemed to flutter in the roof, together with ^ 
gaiety and satisfaction that appeared in every face^ 
tempted me to enter; and amidst a crowd of beau- 
ties, a young lady of a most ingenuous countenaiicf- 
and slender make, soon captivated my choice, Shtf 
vas void of pride, notable, steady, enterprizing, an4 
every way qualified for the station of life in whick 
fortune had placed her, which was that of a maid <|F 
honour to a foreign princess. Her name was Mfh' 
demoiselle Necessite', daughter of a yonttg^ 
)>ranch of the ancient family of that name in ijHm^ 
cony. She lent a favourable ear to my addresses; 
and indeed a strong similitude of features aM 
( ircumstances seemed to have destined us for oa^ 
another. 

Amidst the inexpressible joys of this union, I W- 
came the father of two lovely daughters, who wUte 
christened by very genteel foreign names, signifying 
in English Assurance and Invention. I ex- 
hausted the small remainder of my substance oi^ihe 
education of these daughters ; not doubting bat 
that they were given to me for the support of 'iliV 
declining years. At the instigation of^the eldeM^ 1 
commenced author, and made the press groan liritb 
my productions in prose and verse. I sighed for the 
revival of factions and parties, to have an oppor- 
tunity of signalizing my pen in the service of tnj 
country ; and like the heroine of old, who encompas- 
sed a large territory with a single hide, I entertained 
hopes, from a well-timed halfpenny ballad, to new- 
hang my garret with the most elegant paper. Bat 
1 soon found that I had nothing to eat but my own 
words, and that it was in vain for me- to write* 
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intrss a scheme was found out to compel men to 
nead : and indeed, were it not for the charity- 
ichools, which have in some measure multiplied 
the literati in this country, the names of author 
ind publisher would long since have been ob- 
literated. 

You may easily perceive, sir, that I am now in 
that class of life, which I can only distinguish 
l>y the title of a distressed gentleman. But 
Itowever uncomfortable my situation may be, I am 
determiued to give my existence fair play, and to 
tee it out to the last act. You need therefore be 
(nider no apprehensions of my dying suddenly : 
knd to say the truth, I have so great a veneration 
for physicians and apothecaries, that I cannot think 
Df taking the business out of their hands, by becom- 
isg my OM'n executioner. 

• My youngest daughter, who is really a most 
ingenious girl, has frequently solicited me to try 

• scheme of her's; which, after long and mature 
deliberation, 1 am inclined to think may be of great 

vice to my country, and of no small benetit to 

Itself and family. 
- I have long remarked the number vof Slddes 
DEATHS that abound in this island, and have ever 
lamented the disgraceful methods that persons of 
both sexes in this metropolis are almost daily tak- 
ings to get rid of their being. The disfiguring pistol, 
the slow stupefaction of laudanum, the ignomini- 
ous rope, the uncertain garter, the vulgarity of the 
New River, and the fetid impurity of Rosamond's 
pond, must be extremely shocking to the delicacy of 
all genteel persons, who are wilhng to die decently 
as well as suddenly. At once therefore to remedy 
th^se inconveniencies, I have contracted for a piece 
«f ground near the Foundling-hospital^ ami* pro* 
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tiued credit with a builder to erect ' coniroQidil' 
apartments for the reception of 2^1 such of the oo* 
hiiity^ gentry, and others, a$ ar-e tired of |if(p, I 
have contrived a most effectual machine for tbo 
v'jLsy decapitation of such as chuse tfiat ooblfs vA 
honourable exit; which no doubt must give grea^ 
:$ati8faction to all persons of quality, »ad those wfio 
would imitate them. I have a comiaadious Uidi 
for disappointed ladies, paved with marble^ and M 
by the clearest springs, where the patient may drpwa 
with the utmost privacy and elegance. I h^v^ pj^-t 
tols for gamesters, which (instead of bullets or 
slugs) are charged with loaded dice, sp ib^i thcf: 
may have the pleasure of putting an end to th^C 
existence by the very means which wpport^ it^ 
\ have daggers and poiaon for distressed actqin in! 
actresses, and swords fixed obliquely in Ui^ Am! 
with their points upwards, for the geatleaiCMa of 4)^ 
array. For attornies^ tradesmen, apd meeb4iuc% 
who have no taste for the genteeler exity, I t^V9 % 
long ropmj in which a range of halters are ftf»tqm4 
to a beam, with their nooses ready tied. ( hwro 
also a handsome garden for the entni^ibihgof ftU witf 
good customers, and shall submit their cofuid^n- 
tion of me to their own generosity, only claiftuoy 
their heads as my constant fee, that by f requ<»it 4ii^ 
t^ectiofis apd examinations into the several b^9il|l^ 
I may at last discover and ramedy the cause of m 
unnatural a propensity. And that nothing BMty bo 
wanting to make my scheme complete^ 1 pvopfiB 
agreeing with a coroner by th^ year, %o ^jiivkg in 
such verdicts as I shall think proper to direct* 

This, sir, is my scheme ; and the favour I lM>ir« H 
ask, is^ that you will recommend it to the frtlhlic^ 
iind make it known throagh your World, thai I 
shall open my house on the first day of iKoveonbov 
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next; and that to prevent mistakes, there will be 
vrritten, in large capitals over the door, 

THE RECEPTACLE FOR SUICIDES. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

John Anthony Tristmam* 
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1 HAVE lately considered it as a very great inis- 
fortune, that in various papers of this work 1 have 
made noscruple of honestly confessing to my readers, 
that I look uj)on myself to be the wisest and most 
learned philosopher of this age and nation. But 
the word is gone forth and I cannot retract it ; nor 
indeed would it be fair in me to attempt it, as I find 
no manner of decay irt my intellectual faculties, but 
on the contrary, that I am treasuring up new know- 
ledge day after day. I was aware indeed that such 
a eonfession, given modestly and voluntarily under 
Bay own hand, and confirmed every week by a most 
excellent essay, would gain universal belief, and 
bring upon me the envy of the weak and malicious; 
but with all my penetration, I was far from foreseeing 
the many inconveniencies to which it has subjected 
me. 

My lodgings are crowded almost every morning 
■with learned ladies of all ranks, who, like so many 
queens of Sheba, are come from afar to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon: but it happens a little unfortunately, 
that though my answers to their questions give equal 
Mitisfaction with those of that monarch, yet the goid^ 
9iod the spices^ and the preri'^tis <e*ooAe, — 'htrk -^'Ofo 
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the re.^ajrj /of jhis wisdoio^ a>-e nwer m mud^ m 
offered me. 

In the fanuUes which I visit abroad* apvofbuvil' 
silence is observed as soon as I enter the room; ao 
that insteaH of mixing in a free and easy coDTcr- 
sation, I labour under all the disadvantages of t 
kingj b} being so uafortuuately circumstanced as to 
have no equal. 

I have endeavxHired by atxatagjem to remove theae 
inconveniencies, and have frequently written a vciy 
dull pa[>er, that my companions may imag'ineHiey 
have caught me trippings and be induced to ooiH 
verse with me as with other men ; but they finind 
out my desig-n^ and are so far froffk 2iipp\yiM4pfait 
the alUiu^io bpnus dormtat Ilameffis, tti^/L tkw ^ 
s^ard n^" as a prodigy wiieravjer I am s^en. %blh 
Fitz-Adam, indeed^ whp \$ Jess i^p aire of me tbw 
perhaps I would sometimes cliuse, ai>d who in 9^4 
communicative disposition, never foil? to iiiforsiiMi 
how the world goes on ; she al^fp mncounig^f J^ 
maid Betty (who is a very knowing body inMS^ 
mily concerns) to bestow ^i^ppa ipe^ as m^ W9ii$ fl 
table, her whole stock of intelli^esiee; which if I 
had a mind to be personal, would cootril>«tegn)ttiy 
to the entertainment of theae papers. I ought vol 
to conceal that I owe the freedom with which lilt 
girl treats iqe, to the ^mall opinion she has 490P- 
ceived of my parts; having beeu .often urgj^ by htf 
jfc.o tgrn the World into a news-pj^>erj for tbattiwil 
there would be truth in it, and something wofA 
reading. 

At the co0ee'hous&s J am atill iHoi;e perplcgml 
than in private families: for as every mau (hare if 
a politician, aud as I have incautioysly declared it 
print that I am a ponsumaiate master of that ac!* 
ence, I am surrounded at my entrance by 9U tht 
company iq ti)f room^ and qvicstionied by twcMty 
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3s a€ once on fhe state of public afffairs. I am 
h fhtb an ambnscade with general Braddock, 
k^pt iw close confinement with atlm*iral l^vng. 
ia» arid Pruj^sia, though' onr very good* friends 
»Wies, have declared war upon my qn^ict, a*irf 
isffionar Mil-itia has beaten me out of doors. To 
I igTiorsmce upon these occasions would be 

Sr unbecoming a lover of truth, who has givea 
6r his hand tha<f he knows ev^ty thing ; and 
iscover all I know, might, as matters stand at 
5»f, be a little imprudent. I am therefore a 
t hearer of all the questions tlhlt are asked me, 
aving fired them with ^acitu^nity,I am suflfered" 
3dpe. 

r remedy this inconvenience, and as I am a 
; walker, I now and th'en take a stroH to the 
e-housies about Moorfields' and Cripplegate, 
t, if not my name, my pi^rson at least isf on* 
*it. At these places I have the good fortwne of 
1^ an uninterrupted hearer of all that passes ; 
[ cannot sufficiently express the pleastti^ I re-» 
t at seeing so- many worthy tradesmen- and me- 
ics- met togetfh«r every evening for the good of 
Country, and each of th^m liay ing down a sys- 
of politics, that would do honour to the sa^ 
f of the ablest! administration. 
im tempted to- tJafce tliese walki^ rather oftner 
itt- agrfceable to me, to a\-oid certain inconve-. 
lies at home, which my wonderful' abHitiear are 
)t continually subjecting me to. The politicaf 
rs are at present a numerous body; and as they 
)t but take notice that I am' making no pe-^ 
.ry advantage of my great knowledge in public 
is, and are tliowugh^y sensible that a very small 
of it would make a rich figure in a twelve- 
y pamphlet, they are contSnualty teazin^ mo 
^mg to the school-boy's phrase) for a IHtlo 
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seuse: but whatever sense the readers of Una 
pamphlets may chance to find in theni» I caatnily. 
a^^su^e them that it is none of mine. The couitiUk 



ents of boroughs are also very importunate with 
Hot letters of instruction to their several membeni 
but though I entirely approve of this custom, and 
think it highly necessary that every gentleman in 
parliament should be instructed by his coiuititaent& 
in the true interest of his country, yet I beg to be 
excused from meddling with such matters, and con- 
tent myself with dismissing the said coostituenti 
with one word of advice, which is, that in all their 
remonstrances to their members, they would touch 
as slightly as possible upon the grievance of corrup* 
tion ; it being, in my private opinion, quarrelling 
with their bread and butter. 

To balance all this weight of incohvenienciea, t 
have nothing but a little vanity to throw into the 
scale : for to confess a very serious truth, the happi* 
uess I enjoy is more owing to my great virtue than 
my great knowledge ; and were it not for my good- 
will to mankind, who will not suffer tbemselTes to 
be instructed by any other hand, I would part wiA 
my wisdom at a very easy price, and be as ignorant 
as the best of them. 

The value of every acquisition is only to be estU 
mated by its U6e ; and every body knows, that in 
tiie commerce v^ith the world, an ounce of cunning 
is worth a pound of sense. I am sorry to say it, but 
the whistle, the top, the hobby horse, and the raree« 
show, have administered more delight to my boyish 
days (for I have been a boy as well as others) than 
all the treasures of learning and philosophy hare 
done to my riper years. Those pleasures, in time, 
gave way to others of a higher nature ; and the fa- 
cetious Mr. Punch took his turn to entertain me. 
The theatres at last attracted all my attention. 
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There> while my imagination was cheated, and real 
kings and queens, in all the magnificence of royalty, 
seemed to be exhibiting themselves to my view, my 
delight was inexpressible. But reason and know- 
ledge soon combining against me, shewed me that 
fell was deception ; and in conjunction with a de- 
mon, called I'aste, suggested to me at one time the 
weakness of the performance, and at another the in- 
capacity of the actors, till in the end, nothing but a 
Shakspeare and a Garrick had power to entertain 

me. 

Thus driven by too much refinement from all the 
pleasures of youth, I had recourse to those deep and 
profound studies, that have since made me the ob- 
ject of my own wonder, and the astonishment of 
mankind. But alas! how inellectual and unsatisfying 
are all human acquisitions ! The abilities that will 
for ever make my memory revered, are robbing me 
of my enjoyment; and besides the evils that 1 have 
already enumerated, I am regretting in the best 
company that 1 cannot enjoy the solidity of my own 
thoughts, and am hardly to be persuaded that there 
is any thing worth reading, but wiiat I write my- 
self. 

A little learning (as Mr. Pope observe^*) is a 
dangerous thing. Let me add from experience, 
that too much is a fatal one. And indeed it seems 
the peculiar happiness of the present age to chime in 
with these sentiments: insomuch, that it is hoped 
and expected of the rising generation, that they will 
be so trained up, as tosutter no inconveniencies from 
any learning at all. The pleasures of childhood 
will then be constantly secured to them, and, with 
Ignorance for their guide, they may take their pil- 
grimage from the cradle to the grave, through a 
constant road of delight. 

Sampson was destroyed by his own strength : a 

VOL. XXIX. T 
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the wisdom of Adam Fitz Adam, like that of Solo^ 
nion of oM, is only vanity and vexation. 
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Genernsuls 



Pcrire qu^erens, ncc muliebriter 
Expavit tmem. Ho 9. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

To a well-disposed mind, there can' bfe tt^ ireiXki 
satisfaction than th-e knowledge that? oAe's raboari 
for the good' of the public have been crown'ed' wiA 
success. This, sir, is renrarkably the case of yotrf 
paper of September the 9th, on Suicide; a f^hroi^- 
able rage, which I hope yon wrll proceed to expose j 
and I do not doubt but you will b6 dA fatm>ti^M 
rooting out what I may be allowed to czi\ singU 
combat, or the humour of fighting With one's self, zi 
your predecessor the Tatler was for exploding tW 
ridiculous custom of duels. The pleasantry of yoar 
essay on the reigning modes of voluntary deal^ 
has preserved to a little neighbourhood a very ho^ 
pitable gentleman, to the poor a go«d frienti, tbi 
very deserving son and daughter a tender paH;ii1^ 
and has saved the person himself from a iboH^ 
exit. This character, sir, which perhaps frottr t 
natural partiality I may have drawn a Httlie too 
amiably, I take to be my own ; and not to trootle 
you with the history of a man who has nothing r^ 
markable belonging to him, I will only let you into 
what is so far necessary, as that I am a gentleman of 
about fifty, have a moderate estate in very goo4 



oaditiou, have seen a great deal of th« world, aud 
i^ithout being weary ot it, live chiefly in the coun- 
ty with ji;hildren ^vbom 1 l()v.e. You wil) be cu- 
ious to know what could drive my thoughts to so 
esperate a resolution, when I tell you fartlier, that 
h'iite gaming, have buried my wife, and have no 
ne illness. But alas I sir, I am t>Ltremely uyV/- 
orn: pedigree is my distemper; and having ob- 
srved how nmch the mode of self-murder pr.evaiL^ 
mo^g people of rank, 1 grew to think that there 
•as no Utinu: without liilUn[r one's self. I reflected 
(iw many of my great ancestors had fallen in battle, 
y the axe, or in duels, according as the turn of the 
jveral ages in which they lived, disposed of the 
obility ; and I thought the descendant of so many 
eroe>s must contrive to perish by means as violent 
ud illustrious. What a disgrace, thought I, for the 
re^t grand son of Mow brays, Veres, and Beau- 
liamps, to die, in a good old age of a fever 1 I 
lushed whenever I cast mine eyes on our gene- 
logy in the little parlour. — I determined to shoot 
lyself. Tt is true, no man ever had more reluctauce 
> leave the world ; and when I went to cl^an my 
istols, every drop of Mowbray blood in my veins 
m as cold as ice. As niy constitution is good and 
earty, I thought it would be time enough to die 
iddtnly twenty or thirty years hence ; but happen- 
iff about a month ago to be near choaked by a 
sh-bone, 1 was alarmed for the honour of my fa- 
lijy, and have been ever sincp prep^nng/or dea/A. 
he letter to be left on my table (which indeed 
)st me some trouble to compose, as 1 had no rea- 
»n to give for my suddat r^olution) was written 
Jt fair, ^^hen I read your paper; anjj froip that 
linutc 1 have changed my miud j aud though it 
louid be ever so great a disgrace tQ my fanAiiv, I 

T 2 m 



the only instance of the propensity to 
>phe. The lord of the manor^ whose 
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am resolved to live as long and as happily as I 
can. 

You will n6 doubt, good sir, be encouraged from 
this example, to pursue the reformation of this con- 
tagious crime. Even in the small district where I 
live, I am not th< 
such a catastroj 

fortune indeed is much superior to mine^ thoueh 
there is no comparison in the antiquity of our ta- 
miiies, has had the very same thought. He is 
turned of sixty-seven, and is devoured by theistoue 
and gout. In a dreadful fit of the former, as his 
physician was sitting by his bed-side, on a sadden 
his lordship ceased roaring, and commanded his re- 
lations and chaplain to withdraw, with a composare 
unusual to him even in his best health ; and putting 
on the greatest appearance of philosophy, or what, 
if the chaplain had staid, would have been called 
resignation, he commanded the doctor to tell hioQi 
if his case was really desperate. The physiciaDi 
with a slow profusion of latinized evasions, endea- 
voured to elude the question, and to give him some 
glimmerings of hope, that there rniglu be a duincetht 
the cxtremitji of pain mould occasion a degree (iff ever, 
that might not be mortal in itself, but which, ifthhm 
did not come to a crisis soon, might help to carry his 
lordship off, * I understand you, by G — d,' says his 
lordship, with great tranquillity and a few more 
oaths ; * Yes, d — n you, you want to kill me with 
some of your confounded distempers ; but I'll tell 
you what, 1 only alked you, because if I can't pos- 
sibly live, I am determined to kill myself; for rot 
me \ if it shall ever be said that a man of my qua- 
lity died of a cursed natural death. There, tell 
]ioman to give you your fee, and bid him bring mo 
iny pistols.' However, the fit abated, and the neigh* 
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bourhood is still waiting with great impatience to 
be surprized with an account of his lordshij/b hav- 
ing shot himself. 

However, Mr. Fitz-Adam, extensive as the service 
is which you may render to the community by ab<»- 
lishing thi^ heathenish practice, I think in some i-e<* 
spects it is to be treated with tenderni*s.s ; in one 
case always to be tolerated. National counige is 
certainly not at high-water-mark : what if the no- 
tion of thp dignity of self-murder shouhl be indulged 
till the end of the war? A man who has resolution 
enough to kill himself, will certainly never drea»l 
being killed by any body else. It is the privilege of 
zfree-dj^ing Englishman to chuse his death : if any of 
our high-spirited notions are crahipcd, it may lea* 
yen our whole fund of valour; and while we aro 
likely to have occasion for all we can exert, 1 
should humbly be of opinion, that you permitted 
self-murder till the peace, upon this cpodition, that 
it sbould be dishonourable for any man to kill him- 
self, till he had found that no Frenchman was bravo 
enough to perform that service for him. 

Indeed the very celebration of this mystery hai 
been transacted hitherto in a manner somewhat 
mean, and unworthy people of fashion. No trades- 
man could hang himself more feloniously than 
pur very nobles do. There u none of that open de- 
fiance of the laws of their country, none of that con- 
tempt for what the world may think of them, whi( h 
they so properly wear on other oc4asioM». TJbty 
fteal out of the world from tlieir owij clo»eta| or be- 
fore their ser\ anU aie up in a morning. Tbey ieavt 
a miserable apologj- behind them, in&U'ad of siuing 
op all night drinking, till the morDing come* fo> 
dispatchmg themsclfw. L'nhke their great origi- 
nals, the Romans, who hail reduced self-fourderto^ 
Byst^m of g'XKi breeding, ^r^d mt'^ to send "^^^ l« 
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their acquaintance to notify their intention. Part 
of the duty of the week in Rome was to leave one*i 
name at tpe doors of such as were starving them- 
selves. Particular friends were /e^ in ; and if very 
intimate,' it was even expected that they should use 
some common-place phrases of dissuasion. I can 
conceive no foundation for our shabby "way of bolt- 
\ng into t'other world, but that obsolete law which 
inflicts a cross-road and a stake on self execu- 
tioners ; a most absurd statute ; nor can I imagine 
any penalty that would be effectual, unless one couid 
condemn a man who had killed himself to be brought 
to life attain. Somewhere indeed I have read of a 
successful law for restraining this crime. In some 
of the Grecian stJites, the women of fashion incur* 
red the anger of Venus — 'X quite forgot upon what 
occasion ; perhaps for little or none : goddesses in 
those days were scarce less whimsical than their 
fair votaries— Whatever the cause was, she inspired 
them with a fury of self-murder. The legislature 
of the country, it seems, thought the i^esentment of 
the deity a little arbitrary ; and to put a stop to the 
practice, devised an expedient, which one should 
have thought would have been very inadequate to 
the evil. They ordered the beauteous bodies of 
the lovely delinquents to be hung up naked by one 
foot in the public squares. How the fair offenders 
came to think this attitude unbecoming, or wby 
they imagined any position that discovered all their 
charms, could be so, is not mentioned by historians; 
nor, at this distance of time, is it possible for us 
moderns to guess: certain it is, that the penalty 
put a stop to the barbarous custom. 

But what shall one say to those countries, which 
not only allow this crime, but encourage it, even in 
that part of the species whose softness demands all 
J^rotection^ and seems most abhorrent from every 



95 WORLD. 2lt 

5 sangtjinary and fierce. ? We know there are 
>ns, where the magistrate gravely gives permis- 

to the ladies to accompany their husbands into 
3ther world, and where it is reckoned the great- 
profligacy for a widow not to demand leave to 
I herself alive. Were this fashion once to take 
5, 1 tremble to think what havock it would oc- 
jn. Between the natural propensity to suicide, 

the violence of conjugal engagements, on& 
M not see such a thing as a lozenge, or a widow, 
en jointures ! adieu those soft resources of the 
'e and necessitous I What unfortunate relict but- 
Id prefer being buried alive to the odious em- 
les of a second passion ? Indeed Mr. Fitz-Adam^ 

must keep a strict eye on our fair countiy- 
len. 1 know one or two who already wear 
set pistols, which, considering the tenderness of 
r natures, can only be intended against their 
[ persons. And this article leads me naturally 
le only case, in which, as I hinted above, 1 thinR 
murder always to be allowed. The most admi- 
death in history is that of the incomparable Lu- 
ia, the pattern of her sex, and the eventual 
idress of Roman liberty. As there never ha? 
a a lady since that time, in her circumstances, 
what has imitated her (example, I think, sir, I 
r pronounce the case immutably to be excepted : 

when Mr. Fitz-Adam, with that success and 
•y which always has and must attend his labours, 
decried the savage practice in vogue, I am per- 
ied he will declare that she is not only excus- 
3, but that it is impossible any woman should 
after having been ravished, 
i am. Sir, 

Your truly obliged humble servant 

and admirer^. 
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It is a vulgar notion, and worthy of thC' 

for it is botli false and absurd, that pasaioDJ 

])lu »ri^ the bcst-naturcd people in the world 

arc a little hasty, it is true ; a trifle will put ii 

fury ; and 'a:hile they are in that f wry, they n^itl 

tior can: what they say or do : but then as soot 

over, fhcy arc extraneiy sorry and penitetUjbt 

jury or mischief they did. This panegyric i 

choleric good-natured people, when e^sami 

■implifiod, amounts in plain common sense a 

lish to this : that they are gopd-natured wti 

ore not ill-natured ; and that wbei^ in the 

rage they have said or done things th 

brought them to the gaol or the gallows, 1 

extrLincly sorry for it. It is indeed highl]; 

ble that they are ; but where is the repai 

those whose reputations, limbs, or lives t^ 

rithor wounded or destroyed ? This coucei 

t(H> late, and is only for themselves. Self-^l 

the cause of the injury, and is the only 

the ropontance. 

Had these furious people real good-Datn 
first ollVnoo would be their last, and they v 
soh c at all events never to relapse. The 
thoy fch thrir choler rising, they would enjc 
sclxfs an abs^^lute silence and inaction, and 
5;;Jvlon check rather expose themselves to a 
la J y r i d i cii lo ( n h ich , by i he vi-ay , wou 1 d be 
{\v vv.iivirsnl applause) than run the kasi 
Ik^ .; ^ i rnn^ .'. rn My ni i sch i e v i .us. 

1 know II IS s.i.ii in their behalf, that this 
to Axraih is consntiitionally so sudden an».i s 
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j)erience shews us, that this allegation is notoriously 
false ; for we daily observe that these stormy per- 
sons both can and do lay those gusts of passion, 
when awed by respect, restrained by interest, or in- 
timidated by fear. The most outrageous furioso 
does not give a loose to his anger in presence of his 
sovereign, or his mistress; nor the expectant heir 
in presence of the peevish dotard from whom h^ 
hopes for an iulieritance. The soliciting courtier, 
though perhaps under the strongest provocations, 
from unjust delays and broken promises, calmly 
swallows his unavailing wrath, disguises it even un- 
der smiles, and gently waits tor more favourable 
moments ; nor does the criminal fly in a passion at 
his judge or his jury. 

Tliere is then but one solid excuse to be alleged 
in favour of these people : and if they will frankly 
urge it, I will candidly admit it, because it points- 
out its own remedy, 1 mean, let them fairly con- 
fess themselves mad, as they most unquesti<»nably 
are : for what plea can those that are frantic ten 
times a day, bring against shaving, bleeding, and 
a dark room, when so many much more harmless 
madmen are confined in their cells at Bedlam for 
being mad only once in a moon ? !Nay, 1 have beeii 
assured by the late ingenious doctor Monro, that 
such of his patients who were really of a good-na- 
tured disposition, and who in their lucid intervals 
were allowed the liberty of walking about the hos- 
pital, would frequently, when they found th^pre- 
vious symptoms of their returning madness, volun- 
tarily apply for confinement, conscious of the mi^ 
chief which they might possibly do, if at liberty. 
If those who pretend not to be mad, but who realty 
are so, had the same fund of goodrnature, they 
would make the same application to their friends^ 
if they have any. 






There is in the Menagiana, a very pretty story of 
one of these angry gentlemen, which s^^ts their exr 
travagancy in a very ridiculous light. 

Two gentlemen were riding together, oneof whom, 
who was a choleric one, happened to be mounted uq 
a high- mettled horge. The horse grew a little trou- 
i)lcsome, at which the rider grew very angry, and 
whipped and spurred him with gre^t fury; to wbicli 
the horse, almost as wrong-headed as his master, 
replied with kicking and plunging. The companioD, 
concerned for the danger, and ashamed of the folly 
of his friend, said to him coolly. Be quiet. Be gviei, 
and shciv yourself the wiser of the tyjo. 

This sort of madness, fori will call it by po other 
name, flows from various causes, of which I shall 
Dow^ enumerate the most general. 

Light unballasted heads are very apt to be over: 
set by every gust, or even breeze of passion ; they 
appretiate thmgs wrong, and think eyely thing of 
importance, but what really is so ; hence tbost; fre- 
quent and sudden transitions from silly joy to sillier 
anger, according as the present silly humour is grar 
tifitd or thwarted. This is the never^failing cha« 
racteristic of the uneducated vulgar, who often iii 
the same half-hour fight with fury, and shake faaudf 
with affection. Such heads give themselves no time 
to reason ; and if you attempt to reason with them, 
they think you rally them, and resent the afiront. 
They are, in short, overgrown children, and con- 
tinue so in the most advanced age. Far be it from 
me to insinuate, what some ill-bred authors have 
bluntly asserted, that this is in general the case of 
the fairest part of our species, whose great vivacity 
does not always allow them time to reason conse- 
quentially, but hurries them into testincss upon the 
least opposition to their will. But at the same 
time^ with all the partiality which I have for them. 



N®r96. VvoRLD. 215 

^nd nobody can have more than I have, 1 must con- 
fess that in all their debates, I have much more ad- 
mired the copiousness of their rhetoric, than the 
conclusiveness of their logic. 

People of strong ainimal spirits, warm con^itu- 
fions, and a coTd genius (a most unfortunate ana 
ridiculous, though common cornpound) are most 
irascible animals, and very dangerous in their wrath. 
They are active, puzzling, blundering and petu- 
lantly enterprising and persevering. They are im- 
patient of the least contradiction, having neither 
arguments nor words to reply with; and the animal 
patrt of their composition bursts out into furious 
explosions, which have often mischievous conse- 
quences. Nothing is too outrageous or criminat 
for them to say or do in these fits ; but as the be- 
ginning of their frenzy is easily discoverable by their 
g'laring eyes, inflamed countenances, and rapid mo- 
tions, the company, as consen'ators of the peace 
(which, by the way, every man is, till the authority 
of a magistrate can be procured) should' forcibly 
^eize these madmen, and confine them in the meant 
time, in some dark closet, vault, or coal-fiole. 

Men of nice honour, without one grain of com- 
mon honesty (for such there are) are wonderfully 
Combustible. The honourable is to support and 
protect the dishonest part of their character. The 
Consciousness of their guilt makes them both sora 
arvd jealous. 

There is another very irascible sort of human ani- 
mals, whose madness proceeds from pride. These 
dre generally the people, who having just fortunes 
Sufficient to live idle and useless to society, create 
themselves gentlemen, and are scrupulously tender 
of the rank and dignity which they have not. They 
Require the more respect, from being conscious that 
they hd^e no right to any. Th^y construe every 
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thing into a slight, ask explanations with heat, and 
misunderstand them with fiiry. Who arc you? 
What are you ? Do you know who you speak to f 
I'll teach you to be insolerd to a gentlenum, are their 
daily idioms of speech, which frequently end in as* 
sault and battery, to the great emolument of the 
Round-house and Crown-ofiice. 

I have known many young fellows, who at their 
first setting out in the world, or in the army, have 
simulated a passion which they did not feel, merely 
as an indication of spirit, which word is falsely 
looked upon as synonymous with courage. They 
dress and look fierce, swear enormously, and rag< 
furiously, seduced by that popular word spirit. But 
I beg leave to inform thesa mistaken young gentle- 
lYien, whose error I con^ passionate, that the true spirit 
of a rational being consists in cool and steady reso- 
lution, which can only be the result of retiection 
and virtue. 

I am very sorry to be obliged to own, that there 
is not a more irritable part of the species than my 
brother authors. Criticism, censure, or even tlie 
/slightest disapprobation of their immortal works, 
excite their most furious indignation. It is true ia- 
deed that they express their resentment in a man-, 
ner less dangerous both to others and to themselves. 
Like incensed porcupines, they dart their quills at 
the objects of their wrath. The wounds given by 
these shafts are not mortal, and only painfnl ia 
proportion to the distance from whence they fly. 
Those which arc discharged (as by much the greatest 
number are) from great heights, such as garrets or 
four-pair-of-stairs rooms, are puffed away by the 
wind, and never hit the mark ; but those which arc 
let oiffroin a first or second floor, are apt to occasion 
a little smarting, and sometimes festering, especially - 
if the party wounded be unsound. 



Our Great Creator has wisely given us pas- 
ions, to rouse us into action, and to engage our 
;ratitude to him by the pleasures they procure ua; 
►ut at the same time he has kindly given us reason 
ufficient, if we will but give that reason fair play, 
controul those passions; and lias delegated au- 
hority to say to them, as he said to the water*. 
Thus far shall ye go, and no farther.' The angry 
nan is his own severest tormentor ; his breast knows 
lo peace, while his raging passions are restrained 
)y no sense of either religious or moral duties, 
what would be his case, if his unforgiving ex- 
imple (if I may use such an expression) were fol* 
owed by his All-merciful Maker, whose for- 
giveness he can only hope for, in proportion as he 
limself forgives and loves his fellow-creatures? 
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If we give credit to the vulgar opinion, or even to 
the assertions of some rcputuble authors both an#- 
cient and modf^rn, poor human nature was not ori#- 
ginally formed for keeping : age has degenei:ated ^ 
and from the flill of the Drst man, my unfortunate 
ancestor, our species has been tumbling on, century 
by century, from bad to worse, for .abput six 
thousand vt*ars. 

Consider! iig this progressive state of deteriora- 
tion, it is a very great mercy that things are no 
worse with us at present ; since, geometrically 
speaking, the human ought by this time ^o have 
sunk infinitely below the brute and the vegetable 
species, which are neither of them supposed to have 
dwindled or degenerated considerably, except in ^ 

VOL. XXIX, V 
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very few inBtanCes : fer it must be owned that osr 
modern oaks are inferior to those of Dodona^ eor 
breed of horses to that of the Centatus> ftnd our 
breed of fowds to that of the Phcenises. 

]3ut is this really the case? Certainly net. It is 
only one of those many erroi-s wbich Bre artliiUy 
scattered by the designs of a £ew, and blindly 
adopted by the ignorance and foliy of the MAfty. 
The moving exclamations of — these sad times f $hk 
d^s;en€rate age / the a^ccting lameataticus orer de^ 
f^limn^ virtue and triumphuni vice, and the tender 
and final farewel bidden every day to uarewarded 
and discouraged public spirit, arts and scienceis are 
the common>place topics of the pride, tke enry, 
.and th€ malignity of the human heart, that caa 
more easily tbrgive, and even commend, antiqaated 
and remote, than bear contemporary and contiguous 
merit. Men of these mean sentiments have always 
been the satirists oF their own, and the panegyrists 
of former tim^s. They give this tone, which fbols, 
like birds in the dark, catch by ear, and whistle ail 
day long. 

As it has constantly been my endeavour to root 
•out, if I could, or, if I could not, to expose the vices 
^r the human heart, it shall be the object of this 
day's paper to examine this strange inverted etittti 
©f virtue and merit upw ards, according to priority 
of birth, and seniority of age. I shall prove it to be 
forged, and consequently nail and void Uy all iir- 
tents and purposes whatsoever. 

If I loved to jingle, I would say that humaii na« 
twe his always been ipvaiiably the same, th«firgh 
always varying : that is, the same in substance, bat 
f trying in forms and modes, from many conparrenl 
rauses, of which pcrhQps we know but few. €H» 
mave, etttpcation, accidents, severally contribute to 
ehange tHos^ inod(»; tnit in allcHisates, aod in d| 
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SLses, we discover through thetn the same passions^ 
anections, and appetites^ and the same dej^ree of 
virtues and vices. 

This bein^ untjiiestionably the true state of the 
ease, which it would be endless to bring instances 
to prove from the liistories of all times and of alt 
nations^ I shall, by "^vay of warning to the incau- 
tious, and of rejjroof to the designing, proceed to 
explain the reasons, wiiich I have but just fainted 
at above, why the human nature of the time being 
has always been reckoned ti)e w^orst and most 
degenerate. 

Authors, especially poets, though great men, are, 
alas I but men ; and like other men, sul>jt;ct to the 
weaknesses of human nature, though perhaps in a 
less degree : but it is however certain that their 
breasts are not absolutely strangers to the passions 
of jealousy, pride, and envy. Hence it is that they 
are very apt to measure merit by the century, to 
love dead authors better than living ones, and t© 
love them the better, the longer they have beea 
dead. The Augustan age is therefore their fsrvourit« 
sera, being at least seventeen hundred years distant 
from the present. That emperor was not only a 
judge of wit, but, for an emperor, a tolerable per- 
former too ; and Maecenas, his first miniister, was 
both a patron and a poet : he not only encouraged 
and protected, but fed and fattened men of wit at 
his own table, as appears from Horace : no small 
encouragement for panegyric. Those were times 
indeed for genius to display itself in ! It was ho- 
noured, tasted, and rewarded. But now— — /e/w- 
pora I O mores! One must however do justice to 
the authors, who thus declaim against thj^ir own 
times, by acknowledging that they are seldom the 
aggressors ; their own times have commonly begun 
-with them. It is th«ir resentcuaat, not their jud^ 

u 2 
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Djent (if they have any) that speaks this language. 
Anger and despair make them endeavour to lower 
that merit, which, till brought very low indeed^ they 
are conscious they cannot equal. 

There is another and more numerous set of much 
greater men, who still more loudly complain of the 
ignorance, the corruption, and the degeneracy of 
the present age. These are the consummate vo- 
lunteer, but unregarded and unrewarded politicians^ 
who at a modest computation amount to at least 
three nu'liions of souls in this political country, and 
who are all of them both able and willing to steer 
the great vessel of tlie state, and to take, upon 
themselves the whole load of business and burthen 
of trnplor/menis, for the service of their dear coun- 
try. The administration for the time being is always 
the worst, the most incapable, the most corrupt, 
that ever was, and negligent of every thing but their 
own interest. Whei^e are noiv your Cecils and your 
Walsinghnms ? Those who ask that question could 
answer it, if they would speak out, Thef/iselves : For 
they are all tliat and more too. 

I stept the other day, in order only to inquire 
how my poor country did, into a coflee-house, that 
is without dispute the seat of the soundest politics 
in this great metropolis, and sat myself down within 
ear-shot of ihe principal council-table. Fortunately 
for me, the president, a person of age, digni^, 
and becoming gravity, liad just begun to speak. He 
stated with infinite perspicuity and knowledge the 
present state of affairs in other countries, and the 
lamentable situation of our own. He traced with 
his finger upon the table, by the help of some coffee 
which he had spilt in the warmth of his exordium, 
the whole course of the Ohio, and the boundaries of 
the Russian, Prussian, Austrian, and Saxon domi* 
nious ; foresaw a long and bloody war upon the con- 
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lioent, <:alcis!at«d the supplies necessary for carry- 
ing it on, and pointed out the best merho<ls of rais- 
ing them, Mfhichi for that very reason, he intinrated 
■would not be pursued. He wound up his discourse 
with a most pathetic peroration, which be concluded 
with saying. Tilings ivere not carried on in this way in 
^ueen Eiizab€th*8 days ; the public was considered, and 
able men were consulted and employed. Those were 
days f ' Ay, sir, and nights too, I presume,' (said 
a young fellow who stooil near him) 'some longer 
and some shorter, according to the variation of the 
seasons ; pretty much like ours.' Mr. President 
iras a little surprized at the suddennef^s and pert- 
tte«?s of this interruption ; but recomposing hrmseff, 
answered with that cool contempt that becomes A 
great man, ' I did not mean astronomical days, but 
political ones.' The youngfellow replied, * Othen, 
fir, I am your servant,' and went off in a laugh. 

Thus inforroed and edified, I went off too, bnt 
could not help reflecting in my way, upon the sin- 
gular ill-luck of thistny dear country, which, as long 
as ever I renumber it, and as far back as I have 
read, has always been governed by the only two or 
three people, out of two or ^%;ee millions, totally 
iiKrapable of governing, and u^t to be trustea. 
But these reflections were soon intcritipted by num- 
"beps of people, whom I observed crowding into a 
puWiG-house. AwHHig them I discovered my wor- 
thy friend and taylor, that industrious mechanic, 
Mr. Regnier. I applied to him to know the mean- 
ing af that concourse ; to which, with his usual hft- 
tacN^fty, he answered, ^ We are the mastcr-tayloi*s, 
m6o are to meet to-night to consider what is to he 
tfane atbout our joartieyn»en, who insult and impo^ 
v^^oa «s, to the great detriment of trade.' I a^ked 
him whether vmder his pi^©tectio« i roight>1ip lA 
and li«av th^ir d^iberatiMn. He taadfT yas, and 

u S 
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welcome ; for that they should do nothing 
ashamed of. I profited of this permissions a 
lowing him into the room, found a con»if 
number of these ingenious artists assiemble 
waiting only for the arrival of my friend, 
seems was too considerable for business ti 
without him. He accordingly took the lead, 
the meeting with a very handsome speech, in 
he gave many instances of the insolence, the 
sonableness, and the exorbitant demands 
journeymen taylors ; and concluded with obs 
* that if the government minded any thing 
days but themselves, such abuses would n< 
been suffered ; and had they been but atten 
queen Elizabeth's days, she would have Miorh 
with a witness.' Another orator then rosi 
speak ; but as I was sure that he could say- 
better than what had just fallen from my 
friend, I stole ofiT unobserved, and was pu 
way home, when in the very next street I ai» 
a much greater number of people (though 1 
dress of seemingly inferior note) rushing i 
.other public-house. As nunibers always es 
curiosity almost as much as they mutually 
others passions,' I crowded in with them, ; 
to discover the object of this meeting, not 
some suspicion that this frequent senate n 
composed of the journeymen taylors, and o 
in opposition to that which I had just le: 
suspicion was soon confirmed by the eloquc 
journeyman, a finisher, I presume, whp ex 
with equal warmih and dignity, upon tKe 
and oppression of the master taylors, to 1 
ruin of thousands of poor journeymen ai 
families.; and concluded with asserting, * 
shame that the government and the pariiai 
.not take notice of such abuses ; and ths^t 
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and la«r rmintty'iien iLy •*»i-^ L lux ':'jir»uii:^i »ai 
the lw» lacr^r r»*ai»>jr aiii iimi**5eT 3%*«nt(«^ '*b'uyi 
they *aLfi: it fuic j»*^iii£ ia "if ie-jst ucfvr.^ba^V 
thai Imlut waiiiarir^\ttiatL^ 7a<iii a ^^^ ;a«e lii*^?^^ «^" 
their iatier^st^i : afn: £ w Ll ojjc «> ptrc^foitjoiiPrtK- jm^^ 
«wer fcr cite Liin»:r-«ic friia^ jet:oa «if cft« ^'c^.ckul w^jt* 
tor ; t£wxi-z^ ac me ^stmt^ tim.*^^ 1 bki»« (^ btmi (tx^ 
justice ti> iay, h^ -H^emed t>ili tivul immq^ lh» ISr x^mr 
jnoch ia t^catsL, 

The «^cfai scene* oi th'\s day «tspf$r^ t^ Ifti?^ 
when I e^ aQcae^ iah>x&s nelkctiottSs. >xbK:li |k^in> 
Jiaps I m^y ctKamsnicate to ny r««difr$ in 9MMifr 
future paper. 
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Kemo in tetc tentai dcxemUrt, NtiiNt. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Si«, 

I BEG your advice and assistance to f nablr n\p \% 
ged rid of one of the most impertinent conipnnlniiM 
that ever existed. I have tried every art And ton* 
trivance in my power to free myself l*rom hid ndltiMH 
conversation ; the creature will prciw upon My re- 
tirement, and force himself. upon roe in apiU oiniy 
teeth; though jthe tite a tk^ ti i^lway^ tl<«* ln^«| 
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fihocking and umnaQnerly you can {lossibiy concehre. 
The thing is always meddling in my tHairs in t 
manner to be quite intolerable ; alwayv setting dMni 
in rach a light, as cannot fail to put nve out of fan- 
mour ; and teazing me with refleetiona that make 
me weary of my lite. I am sure I couki more «wily 
bear the spiteful tongues of twenty witty females at 
a masquerade, than the impertinenec of this oai- 
mal for a quarter of an hour ; and with concern I 
find, that the more pains I take to free myself Anm 
him, the more trooblesorae he grows. 

Nor do I complain only lor my own sake, bat for 
the sakes of almost the whole ciitrle of my ocquainl- 
ance, as well female as male, who in general are 
pestered in a most unreasonable manner by this 
^saucy intruder, whom all are forced to admit, tnoogh 
so few care for his company, and again stwhos^ pre- 
sumption no rank or dignity, no quality or profes- 
sion, can defend them. He will force himself -iBto 
the closet, hover about the bed, and penetrate 
through the thickest darkness into the deepest re* 
cess ; will travel with us by sea and land, and fblk>w 
the wretch into bauishiuent. In vain doa ihe 
statesman bug himself in the success of his un- 
just schemes, or exult fn the gratification of his am* 
bition or revenge; unawed by his power, this hangin 
ty companion will check his career of transport, by 
placing before bis eyes the instability of his situa- 
tion, and the consequences of his actions. In vain 
does the flirt or coxcomb, when alone, endearour 
to recollect with plessare tho badinage of the day^ 
the creature will disturb their most deii^tfiil nre- 
ries, and by (ite magic of his interrention, conrert 
ail the imagiaary agrtmera into raui^, f<at)jr> BaA 
lest time. You cannot wonder th«n toot so nrnvf 
a¥oid and fly him, and that the panic spread hj kim 
^otMnkl cxtesd iladf ibr and wide; iiMr.aaa yea ke 






>fa'-r l:i: i,if r*'ii'.»^^'-'i ^"-in ■•» ■w-jf-^ ant 

-Hi, li't;^*" liZ ■* '".1 - '•»* "''i^ t' -sv ^-'" vicvr. 
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DOtf iv-.-jft- v,ii : -: t^f. *c-:e *€ -tier 

ley hi'^'h.: :.•.^!« :: i.ji .:i-- I c^^^aofi a<-fie 
wn ':;:-._£. -■ :_.: -ri. e -Ji ;*.:* iskrMXOxicU 
er, ;..ii i^vr lt -v.e int reenj^iCt^xi wuh 

J gi ra;.y dti ^titri lo ceir him prii^afMi. yot 
w seek to coj':r to tnc koo^'ied^ of ii.iu» or 
:e liJN acqD^in:aDLe; Day, the greater part 
|>os>i.jit: means to avoid eucouDtennsT hiiu. 
oiiKlern philosophers prcteod, by their M'S* 
> have silenced him, and by that means to 
revented his hei-.ig troublesome to them nr 
:quaiiitaDce : but how fallacious thesv pn>« 
are, is plain from their avoiding all o^ipor^ 
i of being alone wi(h hiin^ and tu« contuiugu 
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they express whenever by uuavoidable necenitj 
they are forced to it. Others, as he is a knows 
enemy to the modern elegant tables, have exerted 
all the arts cf the kitchen against him, lengthening 
the feast till midnight to keep him off; but, like the 
reckoning, he appears when the banqnet is over, re- 
proaching the bouuteoas host with his proftisioB, 
and the pampered guest with his wanton satiety: 
nay, ro galling are his reprehensionis, and so troo- 
ble8ome his intrusion, that there have iMrt been 
wanting instances even in high life, of thcMe, who 
not being able to keep him oft' otherways, bare 
called in to their relief the halter, dagger, and pis- 
toi, and fairly removed themselves roto anotner 
world to get rid of him ; though certain queer fol- 
lows pretend that they are bit, and that he has hU 
lowed them even thither. 

The ^ir sex, though generally favourable to the 
impertinent, are so rudely attacked by this ioaoloit 
intruder, that to keep him off, they ha¥e beei 
obliged to call in to their assistance the relief of 
routs, balls, assemblies, operas, gardens, and cards : 
and all little enough for their protection. He might 
indeed pretend to some share of their favoar, ai, 
like themselves, he is a severe censurer of his ac- 
quaintance ; but there is this diilerence in their na- 
nagement, that the ladies are goeerally fondest af 
fixing their censure on the innocent, and their ad- 
versary ij* a judge that condemns none but the 
guilty. The Buck and the Sot seem to be leart a^ 
fected by his importunity ; as the one, from his na- 
tural insensibility, can attend to nothing, and the 
other is always asleep. 

In the city, thase of the middling rank convene 
with him pretty familiarly ; and the rich, to whom 
he might on some occasions prove troubleaome* 
have-a charm to keep him off. They place a aatt* 
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be* of bags, full of pieces of a par^'culaf Boetat^ 
close together; or in their stead, sojihj bits pf papeff, 
inscribed with certain cabalistieal characters, whic'b, 
with a Midas-like touch, they can transnvttte into 
gold. By the help of this charm, though they do 
not eotirely get rid of hira, they becotne quite »*»• 
sensible to every thing he can suggest. But as 
these materials are not always at hand, or are ap- 
plied to other uses by the politer part of mankind, 
this magic is not properly understood or practised 
at the oth-er end of the town ; though it is said that 
some particular persons there had tried it with a 
proper eflect. , 

Notwithstanding all I have advanced of this im- 
pertinent visitor, 1 c&nnot hidp owning that seme 
have atlompted to insinuate abetter opinion of him. 
A certain old gentleman for recommending his ac- 
quaintance, got tlie title of a wise man; a name at 
prr^sent but of small co]%sid(erati«n ; and I axn toM 
there aefver were but seven who were allowed febat 
titk. There are indeed some few p«rson»of higb 
rank of both sexes, that do vouchsafe to comnnifBe 
with him; but they are such sort of folks as are 
hardly fit to converse with any but one another; and 
very happily, one is seldom pestered with tkefm at 
places of polite association ; scarce a maa among 
them knowhifg how to make a bett, to ditiixk his 
third bottle, or that lias spirit to aspire aithe repA»- 
tation of a befrme fortune. The ladies of thi& class 
are also so unfit £c>r the conversatioa of the world, 
that not one in tea of tbem knoMrs how to piay^ a 
lubber at Whist, or dares to sit down to a paxty^ at 
Jiragg. 

1 have now, sir, kuii my^ coraplaifvts beibre you, 
and beg your djdvice how to get clear of Biy p«f- 
plexity. My troubiesorae coropanioa is, do d»iabt, 
toe weli known to you to ret^uin? the vBM&rtioa of 
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his name; but as some of your readfeni (partkn^ 
larly females) may be subject to the frailty of fo^ 
getting their most intimate acquaintance^ I will iir* 
form them, that this ghastly phantom that intrudet 
so impertinently upon all sorts of people, this cn^ 
ture that we so seldom know what to do with, and 
wish so heartily to get rid of^ is no other thanOxE^ I 
Self. 

I am. Silt, 

Yours, S^c. 

Timothy Lomiu 
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Ak extravagant passion for collecting flowen, and 
which. obtained the name of Tulipomania, or TnWf 
madness, is said to have become, not many yean 
ago, the subject of a restrictive law in one of tbe 
most frugal countries in Europe. 

Indeed few nations or ages are without their BQid* 
ncsses; and as it is remarked by physicians thit 
every year has its peculiar disease, so we may ob« 
serve that every country, in the course of less than 
half a century, has its peculiar Mania. 

At present the Political Mania is pretty TloleDt 
in these kingdoms; but I believe, upon a little at- 
tention, that we shall find the Genteel Mania to hart 
a long while extended itself with the most general 
influence among us. 

The mere "word Genteel seems to have had so sin- 
gular an elficacy in the very sound of it, as to have 
done more to the confounding all distinctions, and 
promoting a levelling principle, than the phikwc^ 
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phical reflections of the most profound teacher of 
republican maxims. 

To do the genteel thing, to wear the genteel thing, 
a genteel method of education and living, or a gen^ 
teel yvay of becoming either a knave or a bankrupt, 
has ruined as many once worthy families as a plague 
or a civil war, and rooted out of this country more 
real virtues than can be replanted in it for many 
centuries. 

A sense of duties in our several relations is pro- 
digiously vngenieeL If is the prerogative of this 
age to do every thing in the genteekst manner. 
And though our ancestors were good honest people, 
yet to be sure their notions were very ungenteel. 
Nothing now seems duller than their apophthegms, 
and their reasoning is as unfashionable as the cut 
of their coats. 

The imitating every station above our own, seems 
to be the first principle of the genteel Mania, and 
operates with equal efficacy upon the tenth cousin 
of a woman of quality, and her acquaintance who 
retails Gentility among her neighbours in the Bo- 
rough. 

So deeply are all ranks of people impressed with 
the Genteel, that Mrs. Betty is of opinion that routs 
would be very genteel in the kitchen ; and it is no 
surprizing thing for a Monmouth^street broker to 
assure a basket-woman that tlfe old gown he would 
sell to her is perfectly genteel. 

This genteel disease shews itself under very difr 
ferent appearances. I have known a healthy young 
girl scarce a fortnight in town, but it has affected 
her voice, distorted her countenance, and almost 
taken away the use of her limbs, attended with a 
constant giddiness of the head, and a restlessness of 
being long in a place ; till at last, repeated colds 
caught at Vauxhall, a violent fever at a ridotto. 

VOL. XXIX. » 
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something like a dropsy at a masqveirad^y tmJt iM 
small-pox in succession, with a g^oera^ d«8«rt<Mi nf 
admirers, have restored her to her seoMS^ mad bcr 
old aunts in the eounhy. 

Florio made a good figure in tbeuniTerstty^ a »w- 
sible sober vounj' fellow, and an excetient sd^hw; 
till unluckily tor him, a scheme to towft inspi-reiS- li^ 
with the notions of 0^71///%, us«a)ly rontraeted i.tif|je 
Siiakspeare and a Bagnio. Instead of hifit cnv^ p.h 
tional friendships at the seat« of literature, h\< ^,>;- 
sion now was to enjoy the vanity of walkiHg airiAFti 
arm with right lionouraWes in all puMic place-i ; m 
his former acquaintance (if it was sontelime:^ Kft- 
possible to avoid the meeting such disagreeabl*^ fJV^ 
pie) he scarce condescended to bow, aiid inNrf/vj; 
nnder the heir apparent of an earl cckiM make h:.« 
tolerably civil. In a short time he became .^ nw 
taverns of the first fashion the principa-l jw^i?** rf 
true relish, and the umpire of debates in ;'v\*j!f 
party at Whist. His equipage, house, and livrtrs 
were the model of Ge/i^i//(y, to men who had \'M 
genius for invention, though more fortune than i.rs> 
«;elf; till having reduced the little patrimony h\ 
him by a frugal father, he wan cured of ihe Vi-n\-d 
hv a proper regimen 'u\ the Fleet. 

Dick Ledger was a plain honest man ; bis ai>f»*- 
tors had been tradesmen for five generation*, j^***! 
to the fortune which they had already acetunuli*^*! 
for him, Dick by his industry, had added abont IM 
thousand pounds ; when unfortunately the »yH!p- 
toms of the (rented Mania appeared in the fanri/'. 
Mrs. licdger's head was first turned, \mpaei\'ti\i^ y 
after her paying a visit to a very distant rehtirn »?;' 
fashion at the other end of the towm Her di+'^i*— 
ter soon caught the infection ; and it wa« h»'..*vt- 
mously deteraiined by the voice of the wh**^ ?>• 
mily, notwithstanding Mr. Ledger's opinion ta jn* 



Ttttrsay, that it vras ri^^t K>r a vonan hi irr situa- 

i: uj make samr appearance ; that it was Mr. 

i'.*L*vr's duty, if tte had any regard for her aad h» 

:'U:ren, to lire ^ little gcnud^ aod iotrodace his 

«ii iv properly into life. That it was vtrj' absurd 

.'. r. Ledger to think of making Tommy a soap- 

:'-■ .', and that a lad of hi> parts should be brought 

« '♦! <€tnii^ genteel profession. The result of tuese 

«> - :-r-«itii delib«'rations was a cxach and four horses, 

:, ^:::y footmen, a fine (»eat in the conntry, and a 

. ij iiirtise in Grosvenor-square for the rej»ideuc« 

All's. Ledger. 

'1 * inniy, a«'ter taking lodgings for one year in the 
I .est college at Oxford, spending there five 
;i*;ff-c*d pounds, and beeoming a perfect adept in 
i;-i-, set out upon his travels under the care of a 
i-T;»: S valet de chanibre, to learn the Norman ac- 
-:?:«. iish men ts at Caen : and at length, having left 
- iiv>Jfsty at Paris, his sobriety in Germany, hi« 
-niity at Venice, and all religion at Rome, he re- 
:i'i' i\y neither fit for a soap-boiler nor a gentle* 
;iti. with too much pride for the former, and too 
nt hnprovement for the latter. The sura of all 
><^ fli:\t the reputation of the young ladies became 
n.v'jtat equivocal, and ]Mrs. Ledger herself was 
« i.i^, .t to be no better than she should be. Mr, 
j!_rr so( n after saw his name among the nuine- 
j.>. li.st of bankrupts in the Gazette. However, by 
:t*Kjiug into the air of the city, he quickly grew 
<<r«> T, but it is thought that Mrs. Ledger will never 
*.iAcr. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 



^^R, 



I Jjiive a brother at Cambridge, who is a scholar^ 
f 5i b I am not, because I am eldest. Whtle he is 
\r.ui:t^ a learned history of the fashions of the past 
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ages in polite antiquity^ lam here in town InTentkig 
new ones for the ornament of the present. He fau 
studied whole volumes as bigas church bibles, about 
the shape of the Roman shoes, the half-mooitt upon 
senatorial buskins, and the grasshopper pompoam 
worn by the ladies at Athens. Being well ac- 
quainted with busts and coins, he has settled with 
great critical exactness the origin of head-dresftfl^ 
and the chronology of periwigs; and he says ibal 
he is now at last, after several years meditatioa 
and reading/able to convince the world, that capi 
and lappets were invented by the Egyptians, aod 
that the Greeks used paste in dre^ng the hair. As 
to myself, I am the first man who introduced the 
long walking-sticks. As soon as the public comcf 
into my fashions I quit them, and generally bore 
the distance of the smartest young fellows about 
town in the novelty of my habit. I intend to intro- 
duce roll-up stockings and high heels this winter: 
by the following winter, if the mode should take, 
then I shall wear no heels at all, and a pair of trunk 
hose, like my grandfather's picture in our great hall 
in the country. An old gentleman, with whom I 
condescend now-and-then to converse (who by-the- 
bye is my father) often remonstrates to me what 
a mad way of dressing I am got into* I answer, 
that I wonder he should reprove me, when he him- 
self is a fop but of twenty years standing: and as 
my acquaintance assure me that I have the gm- 
uclcst fancy in tlie world, pray now come and see 
me at George's (for you will easily know me) and 
tfU me if you don't think so. 

Yours, 

Nicholas Noveu 



fdO. W O E L D. 2SS 

ADVERTISET^IENT. 
This is to acquaint those who are inclined to 
nrrage every polite attempt in this nation, that 
-;}«'iemy wilJ shortly be opened at a proper dis- 
V from the city, calculated in the gcnUclest taste 
Jic reception of persons who would chuse to be 
i^nuible. None whose families are in trade will 
Jniitted, but the best company only. The price 
:f>at-c!ing is a hundred guineas a quarter, and 
ry luiog else in proportion. All personal ac« 
j/iishments are taught in the same manner as 
^.il, and great care will be taken to inspire 
II with the genteel est sentiments upon all sob- 
s wliether political, moral, or religious. As to 
l.uier, the young gentlemen may be brouglit up 
• ;iy way their friends think most convenient. 
vral phaetons and curricles will be kept for their 
I .^'jijif nt ; aiid as the conversation of ladies is so 
ir^.<d\y to fonn the douceur pf their manners, ihe 
'/ / >!s v)f such a society will not be wanting, 
'.'irleman, who has studied under Mr. Moyle^will 
}» them to play at cai^ds gratis. 
VV. B. Judges, bishops, or any great officers 
i.;i|jpen to be a little auk ward m their addrcM, 
,' ::iiv e an opportunity of learning to dance pri- 
iv, or sliall be waited upon at home^ if they de- 

u. 
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Stahant et Parii lapitles, spirantia signa, Vjro. 

] iT«(3c'1)lcd to a very ingenious correspondent at 
utidiklge Hot tJltfi MWwigig «4e» tubicb iBjUBtkftlo 
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its merit, and for the entertainment of thc»e of my 
readers who have a true taste for poetical compo- 
sition, I haTe taken the first opportunity to mm 

public, * 

AN 

ODE 

ON 

SCULPTURE. 

TjED by the muse, my step pervades 
The sacred haunts, the peaceful sliades. 
Where Art and Sculpture reign i 
I see, I see, at their command^ 
The living stones in order stand, 
And marble breathe throufrh ev*ry veinf 
Time breaks his hostile scythe ; he sighs 

To find his pow'r malignant fled ; 
* And what avails my dart,' he cries, 
' Since these can animate tlie dead f 
Since ivak'd to mimic life, again in stone 
The patriot seems to speak, the hero Jr own f* 

There Virtue's silent train are seen^ 
Fast fix^d their looks, erect their mein. 
Lo ! while with inore than stoic soul. 
The * Attic Sage exhausts the bowl, 
A pale suffusion shades his eyes, 
Till by degrees the marble dies ! 
See there the injured f Poet bleed ! 
Ah ! see he droops his languid head ! 

* Socrates, who was condemned to die by poison* 
t Seneca, born at Corduba, who, according to PliilT» WM 
orator, poet^ and philosopher. He bled to death in the mrtlw 
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Wkai starting nerves, what dying pain-f, 

What horror freezes ev*%y vein ! 
These are thy works, Sculpture ! thine to shem 
61 rugged rock a feeling sense of woe. 

Yet not alone such themes demand 

The Phydian stroke, the Djedal hand;^ 

I view with melting eyes 
A softer seem of grirf display* d, 
awhile from her breast the duteous maid 

Her Ik pant Sire with food supplies. 
Li pitying stone she weeps to see. \ 

His squalid hair and galling chains i 
And trembling, on her bended knee^ 
His hoary head her hand sustains ; * 

While evWy look, and sorrowing feature prove^ 
How soft her breast i how great her^HtU lo9t% 






Lo ! there the wild * AssriiiAiriluiBCirj-v^ 
With threat*m^ brow, and frantic miemi 
JRevenge ! revenge ! the marble cne$^ 
iVhile fury sparkles inher eyes* 
Thus was her awful form beheld, • 
When Babylon** proud sons rMll^dt 
She left the woman's vainer cmTp- - 
Awljlew with loose dishevell'4 hair; 
^te stretched her hand, imbn^d in bltMljt 
While paid Sedition trembling stood ; 
In sudden silence, the mad crowd obeyed: 
Her awful voice, and Stygittn IHscordfied t 



* Semiramis, crnn ei circa cultoffl capitis saioceapAtiilt^iiiir 
natum esset Babylonem defedsae ; akeril parte crmion aahiie 
iolat^ protiuus ad earn expngnnlndain euciimt : ued priiis deco* 
rem capilloram in ordinem qaam tantam orbem in pote^atem 
mam redegit : qupctici tfatuft ^jjoA Bat^loM pMitr cil»'<cc 
(Tal. Max. de Ira, ^ . .. .. .... ^ /.%- * .j^iiv^i 
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With hope, or fear, or love, l^ himst 
The marble leaps, or shnnks, or hums. 

As ScvLFTVREtvaces her kund : 
The varying passions cf the mind, 
Herfaitl^ul handmaids are assigned. 

And rise or fall by her €0mwiiind. 
When noui lifers wasted lamps expire. 

When sinks to dust tltis morlalfrdnie^ 
She, like PROMETttEus, grafts the fire; 

Her touch revives the kakbentjiame ; 
While, PhorniX'like, the skUesman, bard, or sttge^ 
Spring fresh to life, and breathe throttgh cv'ry Qg€^ 

IJence, zvhere the organ ftdl^and clear. 

With loud hosannas charms the car. 

Behold (a prism within his hands) 

Absorbed in thought, great * Newtos standi ! 

Such was his solemn, wonted state. 

His serious brow, tind musmg gait. 

When, tauglu on eagles* wings tofiy. 

He traced the wonders qf the sky. 

The chambers of the sun expk)r*d. 

Where tints of thousand hues are stored ; 
Whence ev'ryjlow'r in painted robes is drest. 
And varying Iris steals her gaudy vest. 

Here, as Devotion, heavnHy queen. 
Conducts her best, her fav'rite train. 

At Newton'* shrine they Ixyw ; 
And while with raptured eyes theygazn^ 
With Virtue's purest vestal rays, 

Behold (heir ardent bosoms dow / 
Hail migfity mind ! Hail, awful nmne ! 

I feel inspired my Ud>*ring breast; 

* A noble, smae of. Sir Isaac KcMi^iiy erected \a\ 
CDm« ckiipel/ by doctor Smiib. 
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And to f I pant, I burn for f ante f 

Cowe, ^l^nENCE, bright ethereal guest. 
Oh come, and lead th}^ meanest y humblest son,. 
Through Wisdom'^ arduous paths , to fair renffuanf 

Could I to one faint vay aspire, 

Vnc spark of that celestial fire. 

The leading Cynosure, that glovfd 
. While Smuii explored the dark abode,, 
. Where Wisdom sat on Nature's shrine, 

Hoxv great my boast ! what praise were rnine f 
. Ilhistriowi sage ! tilio first could'st tell 

Wherein the poiv'rs of Mvaxc dmeU ; 

And ev^ry magic chain untie, 
. That binds the soul qf Harmony / 

To THEE, ivhen mouldering in the dust. 

To THEE shall sivell the breathing bust : 
Shall here (for this reiiard thy merits claim) 
' Stand next in place to Kewton, as in fame.* 
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Of all the improvements in polite conveFsation, I 
know of nothing that is half so entertaining as the 
double entendre. It is a figure in rhetoric, which 
owes its birth, as well as its name, to our inventive 
neighbours the Frencii ; and it is that happy art, by 
>vhich persons of fashion may communicate the 
loosest i«Jeas under the most innocent expressions. 
The ladies have adopted it for the best reason in the 
'World : they have long since discovered, that the 
present fashionable display of their persons is by no 
means a sulhcient hint to the men that they meaa 
aoy thing more than to attract tlieir admiration ; the 
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double entendre (lisp]2\s the mind in an equal degvee» 
and tells us from what motives the lure of besoty 
is thrown out. It is an explanatory note to • 
doubtful text, which renders the meaning so obviow^ 
that even the dullest reader cannot possibly mistake 
it. For though the double entendre may sometinei 
admit of a moral interpretation as well as a wan- 
ton one, it is never intended to be understood but 
one way ; and he must be a simple fellow indeed, 
and totally unacquainted with good compamf, who 
does not take it as it was meant. 

But it is one thin^ to invite the attacks «f men, 
and another to yield to them ; and it is by do 
means a necessary implication, that because ft lady 
chuses to dress and talk like a woman of the toWD, 
she must needs act like one. I will be bold lo as- 
sert that the contrary happens at least ten orm dosen 
times within the space of a twelvemonth ; nay, I an 
almost inclined to believe, that when an enterprisiog 
young fellow, who, from a lady's displaying her 
beauties in public to the utmost excess of the mode, 
and suiting her language to her dress, is apt to 
fancy himself sui*e of her at a tke d t^e, it is not 
above four to one but he may meet with a repulse* 
Those liberties indeed, which are attended with no 
ruinous contingencies, he may reasonably claiiBy 
and expect always to be indulged in^ as the refaal 
of them would argue the highest degree ofpmdery, 
a foible, which in this age of nature and treedoiD» 
the utmost malice of the world cannot lay to the 
charge of a woman of condition ; but it does notab- 
solutely follow, that because she is good-humoured 
enough to grant every liberty but one, she must re- 
fuse nothing. 

It mt^y possibly be objected, that there is neither 
good breeding nor generosity in a lady's invitmg • 
man to a l«ast^ ^hen she only means 40 tretft hn 
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witb the garnish : but siie is certainly mLstreas of her 
owD entertainment, and has a right to keep those 
sabstantiah under cover, which she has no mind he 
should help himself to. A hungry glutton may (as 
the phrase is) eat her out of house ami home; and 
if he will not be satisfied with whips and creams, he 
may carry his voraciousness to more liberal tables. 
A young lady of ceconomy will admit no such per- 
sons to her entertainments ; they are a set of robust 
unmannerly creatures, who a re perpetually intruding 
themselves upon the hospitable and the generoiis. 
aad tempting them to those costly treats, that have 
in the end undone them, and compelled tbcin ever 
i^er to keep ordinaries for their support. 

From this consideration, it were heartily ta be 
vrished that the ladies could be prevailed upon to 
give inewer invitations in public places ; since the 
most frugal of them cannot always answer for bcr 
rjwn aiconomy: and it is well known that the profu- 
lion of one single entertainment has compelled many 
I. beautiful young creature to hide herself from the 
wo4*IH for whole months after. As for nurrried: lar 
dies indeed, who have husbands to bear (b<2 burden 
of such entertainments, and rich widsows wfeo can 
aftbrd them, something may be said ; bofc while 
gluttons may be feasted liberally at such tables, 
iiid while there are public ordinaries in ahiK>st every 
parish of this metropolis, a single lady may bfg to 
be excused. 

But to return particularly to my subject. Tbc 
ixyuble enlendvc is at present so much the taste oF aU 
E^nteel companies, that there is bo possibility either 
L)f being polite or entertaining without it. That it 
is easily learnt is the happy advantage of it; for as 
t requires little more than a mind well stored witk 
rhe most natural ide^is, every young lady of ftftecu 
iKiy be thoroughly injttructcd in the rudimeDt4 of 



it from her book of novels, or her waiting 
But to be as knowing as her mamma in «ll the 
Unements of the art, she must keep the Tery bat 
company, and frequently receive lessons in printe 
from a male instructor. She should also be^careAii 
to minute down in her pocket-book the moirf: nhi^iiig 
sentiments that are toasted at table ; that when ber 
own is called for, she may not be put to the bhifli 
from having nothing to say that would occssioa a 
modest woman to blush for her. Of ail the modtn 
inventions to enliven conversation, and promoCe 
freedom between the sexes, I know of nothin^^tbaft 
can compare with these sentwients; and I may vdir 
ture to affirm, without the least flattery to the Ifr 
dies, that they are by no means inferior tothcnieR 
in the happy talent of conveying the archest iden 
imaginable in the most harmless words, and of en- 
forcing those ideas by the most significant looks. 

There is indeed one inconvenience atteadioff the 
double entendre, -which I do not remember tolii?e 
heard taken notice of. This inconvenience is Che 
untoward effect that it is apt to have upon certda 
discreet gentlewomen who pass under the denonn 
nation of old maids. As these grave persooagei 
arc generally remarked to have the quickest con* 
ceptions, and as they have once been shocked by 
what they call the indelicacy of this figure, they 
are ever afterwards carrying it in their miod8,and 
converting every thing they hear into wantdimcai 
and indecency. To ask them what o^clock it is, 
may be an ensnaring question ; to pull oiF yonr 
gloves in their presence, is beginning to undress; to 
make them a how, may be stooping for an immodest 
purpose ; and to talk of bed-time, is too gross to be 
endured. I have known one of these ladies to be 
so extremely upon her guard, that having dropped 
her f?^M watc^^ ^'f^sf '^n n oublic walk, and oeing 
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questioned by a gentlenaaa who took it up, whether 
it was her*s or not, was so alarmed at the indecency 
of throwing aside her apron to examine, that she 
flew from him with precipitation, sufiering him to 
put it into his pocket and go fairly oft' with it. 

This false jHodesfy, which most evidently owes its 
birth to the double entendre, is a degree of impu- 
dence that the other cannot match. The possessor 
of it have unfortunately discovered that the most 
immodest meanings may be couched under very in- 
nocent expressions; and having been once put into 
a loose train of thinking, they are perpetually re- 
volving in their minds every gross idea that words 
can be made to imply. They would not pronounce 
the names of certain persons of their acquaintance 
for the whole world, and are almost shocked to 
death at the sight of a woman with child, as it sug- 
gests to their minds every idea of sensuality. 

It will doubtless be verv astonishing to the 
reader to be told, that even the purity of my own 
writings has not at all times exempted me from the 
censure of these maiden gentlewomen. The Nan* 
kin breeches of poor Patrick the footman, in No. 
130 of these papers, have given inconceivable of- 
fence. The word breeches, it seems, is so outrage- 
ously indecent, that a modest woman cannot bring 
herself to pronounce it even when alone. I must 
therefore in all future impressions of this work, 
either dismiss the said Patrick from his service, or 
direct him to wait upon his ladies without any 
breeches at all. Other complaints of the like na- 
ture have also been brought against me, which, 
conscious as I am of the purity of my intentions, 
have piqued me not a little. It is from these com- 
plaints that I have entered at present upon the sub- 
ject of this p«iper, which I cannot condude without 
expressing some little dislike to ♦hf* double ^nte^drc } 
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sim^e with alf tke pleasantry and oierrtmeiit k oee^ 

sioRs, it has prodaced this fatso modesty, mkkck, m 
my humbk^ opioion^ is imf^ncc itselt. 
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Th* adornivg Thee tcith so much art 

Is but a needless skHl, Cowlkv. 

It is a general observation, that the' cliEavactet and 
disposition of every man raay> in sonu^ d«|m«> ^ 
guessed at from the foi'mation and turn of ^k fcob* 
tures ; or, m othet words^ that the hce i» luk mdcx 
of the mind. This remark is certaiuly not wMnoft 
foundation ; nevertheless, as men do not wtbo tbwfr 
selves, but yet are masters oftbeir wiHs ajnd* iiCliflB% 
frequent iustanjces ha])pen, in which thjft vutt ii 
found to fail, and appearatK:es contradici r«aiiit:y. 

I have often thought that a surer way iimM ht 
found of discovering the secret uo^ioM dfwllMiiaf 
each perA>n ; and that if instead of «oii«idlli«g Ai 
physiognomy, we were to have recourse to ioci 
things as are the immediate objects of ckcHCO vA 
fancy, we should arrive at a truer knowledgf (tf tko 
person who adopts them. The b«st ckii^ itf fta 
lay hold of for this purpose is, iu my opiDm, Iht 
ditierent modes of covering andadomiog thi9 bodft 
or whatever is comprised- under the ide« of pwUM» 
The Spanish proverb says, ' Tell me what book* t 
man reads, and what compaoy he keeps, and I wiH 
telt you what manner of man he is/ It »ay bottid 
with equal propriety. Tell me how such a fonpa 
dressesy ai^ 1 will tell you what he is. ia fBCt» Bfli? 
tupe herself, by the appurtenance^ aod omaMSMli 
which she bestows oo diiieseut animala^ aeens tt 
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shadow and point out their latent ^fiali ties. Who 
can ste the peacock strut and spread his gaudy 
train, without conceiving qq idea of the pride aud 
vanity of that fop among birds? The lion, wrapped 
up in the majesty of his mane, fills us with notions 
of the grandeur and nobleness of its nature. It is 
the same ^vith men. What nature gives to irrational 
anirnais, man, by the help of art, supplies to himself; 
and in the choice and arrangement of his dresb^ 
speaks hi3 real notions and sentiments. 

In a theatre, w hirh is the glass of fashion, and 
the picture of the world, it is well known that a 
strict attention is always paid to what is called the 
dressvu^ of the characters. The miser has bis 
thread-bare coat; the fop his grey powder* 9olitaire« 
and red heel : each character hangtag out a sign, ai 
it were, in his dress, which proclaims to the au- 
dience the nature of his part, even before he uttera 
a w^rd. Tlie impression which this txitward ap* 
pearancc makes upon the mind, is so strong, that 
states and ga\'ernments have availed themselves of 
it for ^od and wise purposes. It is ^'ertain that 
the ignorant and vulgar part of mankind are most 
easily captivated by what strikes the sight. Love, 
It is said, enters in at the eyes: and I am apt to 
think, that most of the other passions enter into 
the mind through the same pa^isage. Hence the 
necessity of applying to this aensie ; aad hence the 
origin of dhess, and the pomp of kings, magis** 
trates, and others, calculated (accord iog lx> Milton) 
[)nly to 

Dazzle the crowd, and set thefn all agape* 

Among the numberless instaaces that might be 
Trought in proof of this asaerttoo, I have bewever 
"einarlced one, in 'which the meana do mot seem to 
BC to answer the end prapoaed, or at hoot that 

y2 
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ought to be proposed by them. The instance! 
mean is the regimentals now worn in the army. One 
would imagine, from contemplating the profenion 
of a soldier, that whatever could raost contribute 
towards giving an intrepid masculine air and look, 
whatever could impress on the spectator's mind an 
idea of courage, fortitude, and strength, would be 
deemed most proper to furnish out the appearance 
of those who devote themselves to all the toils, h- 
tigues, and dangers of war. And yet, who will say 
that our troops speak their profession in any de- 
gree by their dress ? The red, indeed, in whioh 
they are cloathed, as it conveys the idea of blood, 
and appears as if stained with the colour^ of their 
trade, is most certainly proper. But what shall we 
say for all the other articles of their dress ? * Who 
that sees any of them so elaborately and splendidly 
equipped in all their trappings, would not be more 
apt to think by their appearance, that they were 
going to grace some public festival, or to assist at 
some joyful ceremony, than that they were men set 
apart to combat with every hardship, and to stand 
in the rough front of war r When Croesus, the Ly- 
dian king, displayed his heaps of treasure to Solon, 
the philosopher told him, that whoever bad more 
iron, would soon be master of all his gold; inti- 
mating that shew and pomp were of no account, 
compared to what was really useful, and that riches 
in themselves were of no value. To adapt this to 
our present purpose, would not a sort of dress, cal- 
culated to help and defend the wearer, or annoy the 
enemy, be more sei*viceable than all the pride and 
tinsel that runs through the array, from the general 
to the private man ? 

The ancient rude Britons seem to have had a bet- 
ter taste, or at least more meaning in their method 
of adorning themselvesj than their polished de* 
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scendants. As they "v^Tene all soldiers, Caesar tells 
us, they used to paint their bodies in suchatnan- 
'fter as they coTiceiv-ed wwild intake them appear 
feTribk to t^dr foes. Instead of powderiDg aod 
curlittg their bair, tttey tvore it loose, like tbe old 
Spartans, ^ho always combed it down to its foil 
extent; and as die admiraWe author of Leouidas 
expresses it, * rl^athed their necks with tjerror/ For 
tny <mn part, I cannot look on oar troops, powdered 
■find c*eiTl«^d witAi «o much exactness, without apply- 
iirg Fttlfetaft's expression, and thitiking indeed that 
they are food for powder. Nor can I heboid the 
lace, and all the waste of finery iu their cloathing, 
but in the same light that I survey the silver plates 
and ornaments of a coffin : indeed I am apt to im- 
pute their going to ♦mttle so trfm and adorned, to 
the sanie reason that the fine lady painted her 
checks j«!it before she expired, that she vnigfat not 
be frightfivl when 8he was dead. To ^k a plain 
question. Where is the need of all this finery? 
' Will it (as PalstaiF says of honour) set^ leg? No. 
Or an arm ? No. Or heal ^e grief t!^ a woi^nd ? 
No. it has Cben no skill in stirgery, and is a mei^e 
scufcheon.' 

When I -consider the brilliant, fott 'd'efewcefefts 
state, in which our troops go to battle, I caTrnot 
help wondering at tbe extracordiioary <roQTage they 
have always shewn ; 'and am pleased to find that 
they -miite m their persovis the ancient >£dK<d ifiiodeni 
signification ^f the vw>rd 6r«^c, which itnf^lied fer- 
merly only finery 6r ornament, bot in Itsfiresent 
acceptation, means cotirage -and resolution. They 
are indeed both biftive and "fine ; bra^'e^ it is pos- 
sible for 7nm to be, bat finer tlian nt is necessary fer 
soldiers to be ; sothat whftt Gisesar^d of &;« tr06f>s^ 
may with great jui^iee be wpp^d^ fHtfs^ JMitm 4m- 
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and perfumes, they are brave fell6ws> and will 
light. • 

I have been led to consider this subject by a short 
copy of verses lately sent me by a friend^ present- 
ing a picture of a modern warrior preparing for 
battle. Homer and Virgil described their heroes 
ARMING for the fight; but my friend exhibits Air 
hero DRESSING for the fight; it being observable^ 
he says, that our military gentlemen use at present 
no more armour in the day of battle, than they 
do when they go to churchy or pay a visit to a 
mistress. 

THE 

MODERN WARRIOR- 

The trumpet sounds. To war the troops advance^ 

Adorned and trim — like females to the dance. 

Fraud of the summons to display his mighty 

The (^ay hoTHAJiio dresses for the Jight, .. • 

Studious in all the splendor to appear* 

Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war t . 

His n'ell'turn^d limbs the different garbs iftfold. 

Formed with nice art, and gliltWing all with goUm 

Across his breast the silken Sash is ty'd. 

Behind the Shoulder-knot displays it*.pride; 

Glittering with Lace, the Hat adorns his ftead, 

Grac'd and distinguished by the smart Cocrade : 

Conspicuous badge ! which only heroes wear, 

Fnsign of war, and fav* rite of the Fair. 

The graceful Queue his braided tresses bindsg- 

And ev'ry hair in its Just rank confines, 

Each taper leg tite snowy Guetres deck. 

And the bright Gorget dangles from hisneck^ 

Dress'd cap-a-pi^, all lovely to the siglu, 

fitands the ^4Y Warrior, and expects tbeJigM^ . 
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Rages the •mar ; fell Slaughter stalks around. 
And stretches thousands breathless on the ground: 
Doiun sinks Lothario, sent by one dire bion', 
A well-dress'd hero, to the shades belotv. 

Thus the young victim, pampered and elate^ 
To.sotne resplendent fane is led in state, 
' With GARLANDS aorxn^d, through shouting crowds 

proceeds, 
I And dress' d in fatal pomp, magnificently bleeds* 
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Whilst the generality of moralists maintain thft 
. utility of the passions, the generality of men com* 

plain of their inconveniency. For though specu-^ 
Jation can easily confine them to proper objects, re-- 
strain them within proper bounds, and make them 
assistant aud subservient to the greatest purposes^ 
experience finds them impati^n J of the rein, and we 
are hurried by them into every kind of extravagance* 
In like manner batchelors lay down incomparable 
rules for the government of a wife,- which the hus* 
band, whose province is Ot; yvua-iq aAX«^ w^fc^K, not 
theory but- practice, may find extremely defective 
in the day of trial. The truth is, that no schemes 
can be fornied, uo. directions, can be delivered for 
the conduct of the passions, without a previous^ 
knowledge of their nature, the varfous circum- 
stances that may excite them, and the strength they 
exert in every individual. Speculation may in som& 
measure prepare, but can never sufficiently provide 
for practice. Thus a moralist may prescribe pa* 
tience in the case of pain ; but if the anguish arise 
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from a^ tmtlYOrH( TdSiclitig Ins 'o^n wovks, n imMil 
car, howeyer tiMful in g>el^eral» #^ Ver¥t •'»Af^ 
aggravate lire itaiiieTy, and I>€«'hliip8 4*e<ldet fc wm^ 
portable. And ht^««!d Isotii tnesDns ^Mbi^mmM il- 
n ays be forilnd «rth«r tti^leHs or fMk, idr4bef"Vi]\ 
tMther have no ^bet ispon Ite pcniftiAiy or 4J0Uly 
' Oestroy it. X.et vts try thetielbre ^ Had ^Oi efepe- 
^ieiit which shall preserve and noufiili tirafle ele^ 
m^nts'of iife^ iitid ^ ^he Mme lS^ )>l«Qi«Mt1ilK)M 
evils which are so justly apprehended, and so £»• 
quently felt from thera. 

Aristotle has long ago observed that poetiy ii 
more philosojiincai -than iiistoiy; aodHoi^ce'liBS 
not scrupled to prefer Homer to tbe phudsoplieTt 
themselves, even in points of instruction ; in which 
d 1 sensible men must unanimously concur. For the 
' passions bein^ a poet's p6Ca'>iftrpi!t)vin6ey twinilst 
iiulisptrtably Ive best ftcquaitfted "vcilfh ^dir IMwUff, 
' and 'best qualified .to direct them. FnAn tile fMs 
therefore We 'nfray eiipect information ; and, if I Mil 
not Vnnch mistaken, vrery tiVgic "wdCet wtU' fiihiilrti 
us tH'ith the e!xpedi«hnK we want. For theUe 0«e«i0t 
a single tragedy in "Whidk the pastrioftndF tiie faevo 
bave not full p^lefy, and yet by tht wbtfdtation 5f 
'jp roper t/bjetts, are artftuly diveited f Mm like ipir*- 
/tfTctlrrn oflfhbse mischiefs that uxuaily atifend tbim^ 
i'o instance in the tr^gfedy of Fatal CdMtancy ; <Me 
H\trr) sifspecting th'e cruelty of his AiiMttts, or Ii* 
tlier her obedience to 'her fwiher, Falis with ih^^ffMA' 
est propriety into the possiion ^f 'tmg&t, wbifAk dNi 
bursts' Torth, 

CuTs*ii be the treachWeus ux, loun^d .he4hc Episr^ 

Curs' d be the world and 6v*ry thing--^bii$h€r I 

Upon such a provocation as 'ibis, it Was lAfotafft* 
ly imposs'rble to have prevrtited the 'pfwmo; ^tk 
t>oct therdfbre gives it fret indtHseiPrej iuM^ 



as tbe isrotittium rai»£> nr hjyiii "riit m^?^ T^im^^w^ 
one ber t2r:ii»r- iif «UT»iti»;?f j: tar*Ti«nr'fir it <.vf\rr>* 
tiuR> a^ JHC "bf ftt3: jl i^mfirt^ mrf i>mjrH si* 
world, a^- r tOinr iiruutfc <^ irr ttitt^ MK i :> tj;:»^ 
trevi. ><:■» ~! i* i-r:^•:^^ nirr I T.r. Lt r»f *y"T ^«-4i^ 

from fi<T.-. .iLf '^ '•fi- z»*-rs:in<^ £> ^::Hj*ftjjv tiSrttt iIm 
comiuc: oi ^tMSLr^.-^i^ -hi-j _i t:: :., r^jj. w.^j >«;i9l| 
the greater! Tr^rz: n I'r ii-'se lti i xnttt* lori^ieir 
cards <:-^i m^.^c n^zii z i-lr Jin^r, « :3 j>Uv ^usi 
with thff ?i:a5 .»?: <c 'rrr'rj^re ijii r«s pawai«>a* itiK! bift 
periecfiy a-jr-?v.>: r loibeir ^rersanes. 

The aiiCit-n:s. iLike sen: .hj «^f one PfitN\3Dr«ii$« % 
celebrated eater, -^ho io^ea^dofmakiQsrbis nv;9d$M 
the table the o!»;ict> of his passson> envkd cnici«ei 
for their length of neck : the short duralKHi of |>)«sft« 
$ure beiug the only defect of his enjoyinenU Mr% 
Pope too takes notice of a reverend sire, 

ir«# envy'd every spamtw tktt 4t Mir« 

I produce these instances merely to shew thf not* 
j^ibility of an innocent exercise, of the pas»ioiu« 
which must be employed to prevent a stngnatiou 
in the mind, and by these means may bi» in(hil^<»d 
without injury to others. Thus rural *squirr», who 
are pure followers of nature, to keep ihtfir dogi 
and themselves in breath, trail herringji nlon(( thti 
road, when the season will not admit of reol bUNi^ 
ness. 

But to remove all doubts concerning thn pnnitlbi- 
lity of this method, and at the same tintc to hhf*w 
its utility, 1 must introduce St. Austin to my rottdrili. 
It is well known that the prevailing pauMton ofthlM 
saint was love, and that an habitual indulgence Itad 
rendered it too formidable for a regular attack* lit 



iJrE!irefo)r« engaged by €ltr^A^^m, *ivbei« ftit ittlMit 
.^r€t)gtl) xvas hreffectiijil^ %nd bv f<yfmlng a tvanan 
of 5no\v fbr his embraces^ scc^fed his crtrn diamfctov 
and the honY)ur of his fair tiidcif)lcs^ from rtMM'dle* 
rnstatic iis to which tb«y lytf!^ otherwise h«ve bwBr 
fktaHy -exposed. 

Ail exampk )ike!^is, is, I think^ Buffiictcnttftcw-' 
firtti the priticipKes, and reconnniend tiiis fli^cticvoF 
>'ubstitutingol7Jects for th^ exercise tof die fiaaubfis; 
hilt lest difficultieB should arJMe from th^ chttire, t 
i^hiiU poiiit out such as vim'U befit ct>rrcf;[Mmd with 
Mytna poi'ticalar pdiisions^ that we may fitjrn thedCC 
he enabled to judge what tvill best suit with thefieMU 
To begin with what is most important and ttost 
prevailliT^, L(y\h^ Should k young lady fitrd Ivenfetf 
Unfortunately exposidd to tlie uiiitilin68S<>f thin^pai^: 
."^Ton, either by nature or education, by toe dlDti^aif 
attention to the study bf rmhiinct), or ^tK> atmng a 
confideuce in the c6nV€<r6&tion of her frifeadft> w9S$ 
condition must be very deplorable : for indulgence, 
the most obvToiis expedient, is prohibited by cus- 
tom ; opposition would always be found rididuloiiSf 
of^en impracticable^ khd tomtstiiires fatal; anid 
sliould she follow thfe ijScample of pb6r VMa id 
Shakspeare, 

. ' • ■ wlw ftever iold her iove, 

^ut le.t concealment, like <i worm V tV btLi$ 

Feed on her damask chtth, 

her case must be desperate indeed : for thfe iksstivc* 
tion of her charms would infallibly destroy the ^ly 
:neans of happiness, and mak« her fit (^aly for the 
incurables of a convent, for which btfr prbtestatlt 
country has not yet tJiought proper lo ptoVitte. 
Now all these inconvenien<?i€s will be retnowd fey 
.substituting some other object to -engross hicr ^^Hec^ 
tio* Th"s *» iao-do^, a ^^ouiiTel, <H- a pbrTCft, VMf 



relijevQ ber dislrosa, by being admUt^ U^ bu^ bp^m, 
^d receiviogthuise douceurs aa4 caress^^ which h^* 
pas&ioit pFompt^ her to baslaw upon her ^Qv^r. \t 
i^ certain that the cekl^rat^d Antonia e3<;ap«d the 
lata! effects of thiii passio»>» aud preserved her cha- 
racter untainted ao^idt^t the slaudersand corruption 
of the wuv'^ of courts, by fixing her afie^tion upon 
a lamprey. lu vain did the beau3 of Rome ofler Mp 
^heir vows ; her tenderae^ was deTot^^ ^9 ^^^ ^^ 
vourit^ ftsb, oa which she doted to that cU'gree> 
tha^ siie fibud iy adouat^d it with hei! choicest eai-- 



rings. 



But if this method should not sufficiently answer 
the great purpose of givittg exercise to the passion, 
I caxinot forbear the >ucntioa of oue more^ ^x^d that 
is cards. A parti carre at Cribbage olr \VhiSt wHl 
give full scope to the resUessoess of its nature, and 
enable the fair female to indulge i^l; in all its stages: 
for every deal w ill excite her affection or her anger : 
will inflame her jealousy, or restore her ease; will 
^ivc her all the paa^:^ of dijstppoinUiKnjfe, or futrtti^h 
tiie sileut transports of success. 

What has been hitherto puoposed \^ dosignod for 
the unmarried ladies ; the stfcaation ^XiA t'ircm^r 
stances of a wife, being in soaid r^sfkcctia di^C^a^^ 
may require a difierent treatisent. \i ttesefore 
what is hjare pre9crii)ed prove iBetfiTaetuagj, she Ukay 
have recourse to St. Austin's r^aa/edy, which is air- 
ways at hand ; for by fixing her aileptions upon hej* 
husband, she may convert a lunop of snow into a 
lover, and have the saint's exquisite plea^ire of % 
mortifying indulg^ence. 

I would now proceed to tbe other passioas, and 
lay down rules for their reeulatron, dklf 1 uot think 
it absolutely unnecessary : foE suv^raf of tkeia^ such 
as shame, fees, &c. are beconse obsolete, aud conaer 
queaily auknowa. CMihei^ ma)6 be coita^itly em^ 
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ployed opon husbands, friends, and dependants: ibr 
these objects occur upon every occasion, andaa-iH 
choice can scarcely be made. Thus if aneer be the 
passion of the dav> a lady need not be tola that ibe 
xnay exert it with the greatest safe^ and satisfto- 
tion upon a husband or a servant. Or should the 
fair one be under the influence of pride, on wiioA 
can it be exercised with greater proprie^ than npoa 
a fe nale friend, especially if poverty has rednced 
her to a state of indigence and dependence ? For 
fortune has plainly marked such creatnres ibrthfr 
use and amusement of her favourites. 
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To Mr. Fit2*-Adam. 
Sir, 

1 HE season is now approaching when tlie wisdom 
of the nation provides the supplies necessary ibr 
the support of government. The two great ques- 
tions commonly debated on such occasions, are the 
WHEREFORE and the now. The wherepoee, as 
the politician in the Rehearsal says, answers itself | 
but then as to the quomodo, or the iiow« here the 
invention of the ingenious lover of his country may* 
without offence, be exerted. 

Certain unsubsidized pamphleteers have thought 
proper to observe, that scarcely a single tax can be 
devised which has not been already imposed, inorder 
to strip this beg^arli/ nation (as they are pleased to 
call it) even of its rags : for if we credit these gen* 
tlemen, the nation docs indeed hang in tatters, and 
ive must expect very speedily to hear Britannia 
cryiup: out w'tli a most lamentable voice in the 



streets, ' Pray, your honour, do. good your hotiour^ 
one single farthing to a poor distressed gentlewoman, 
with a great charge of helpless children.' 

A certain emperor is reported to have offered a 
reward to any one who should discover a new spe- 
cies of pleasure ; and it is hoped, that in imkation of 
that emperor, the ministry will make some promised 
to any one who shall invent a new tax. 

For my own part> I flatter myself that I. have dis- 
covered some methods of raising money by taxe^; 
Which h^ve hitherto escaped the researches of pro- 
jectors and politicians! but however various my 
ways and means may be, I shall content myself a€ 
present with communicating only one of my schemes^ 
that from the reception it meets with from those in 
power, I may be tempted either ta conceal or make 
public the rest. 

There is a certain species of conversation, which 
is commonly termed the saying qf good things. 
[n this commodity almost every body deals. Th« 
cheesemonger's wife at a gossiping, and the haber*' 
dasher at the club, say good things as Well ad 
their betters, during the short intervals from Whists 
This commodity has hitherto escaped the observa*^ 
:ion of the legislature ; and yet no sufficient reasoo 
appears why a tax may not be imposed upon every 
&OOD thing which shall be said, uttered^ of spoken^ 
from and after Lady-day next. 

It will possibly be objected, that some difficulties 
may occur as to the proper methods of levying this 
tax. The officers of the revenue, it may be said^ 
cannot be supposed proper judged of what in, and 
pirhat is not, a good thing ; and an appeal to tbtf 
quarter-sessions in all probability would not mucil 
oiend the matter. To this it may be answered, thai 
\n the case before us, the user or consumer may be 
lafely trusted on hii bare affirmati^on ; 9,p iHuI^en^' 
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wbiek 1 ^ouldvery unwiliinglyirMOiMVtDdcMliiqf 
otcii!!' occasion. ll)e method I would prQptm» ik 
that every person wko s^^ys g good tmuig* tk$m 
jrt'Cf ive q, ccrtitjcate tliereof ou staoipt p^f^f» .for 
!vvku^h certificate the sum of two stuUiogft aad avr 
pence on/^ shall be exacted : provid^^ aiwurt^ tki| 
he who says ^ very good thivg, piay for fludl 
VERY GOOD THING deoiaod a certificate $^ ^fiNTfif 
said^ on payment of five shillings in mangier alor^ 
jpaid. 

It may be further objected^ as this t9it U pfopoted 
to extend to the v^iting, as well a« s^ing cfOI^ 
THINGS, that it will b^ of ineypv^suble d«U:j«iiiat 
^o many professed authors. Their iaterem aad 
their vanity will incline theqi to contribute lvg«iy 
to the stamp du^y ; but it cannot. in reaaon b« ev» 
pected that they should ever be able to rais^am|^ 
|)alf-crown for the .purchase of a cartificate. My 
intention, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is not to injure these g^Ut 
tlemen, I pity ppor authors with all iA.y beart* 
They ' who cannot dig, and who to beg are attbaiatd^^ 
vnoit write ; far be it from ipe therefore to depriva 
them of an ingenious livelihood. To quiet Ikeii 
minds, I humbly propose that they abiXl eot be 
obliged to tax then^selves,, but that their ree^Ml 
shall tax them for every good thiijg Mfbioh; they 
paay chapce to.publiah. Thus will the tax beoone 
no intolerable grievance : indeed it will be aeer)9olj| 
felt, unless false; Eng;lish/ low wit^ and liceDticms 
scurrility be declared good things by public eih* 
thority. All that 1 entreat is, that as I leave thesn 
the liberty of tyri/Zng what they please> th^ wiU 
also allo>y me the liberty of reading what I plfflM 
!By this means we shall have littlje intercoi|i:sej ee4 
consequently little occ^iou for quarrel. 

This tax will indeed fail somewhat heavy 1i^^p^ 
yo^, Mr. Fitj^-AdiUA.; butia.tisoes of dftc^^ ^fB^lji 
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difficulty, every man must contribote according to 
his ability to the necessities of his country. How- 
ever, to make this matter easy, I am willing to yield 
you the whole honour of my invention ; and I doubt 
not but you may obtain a saving clause, empower* 
irig you to write good things without the expenco 
of a certificate. 

We are all of us apt to shew some degree of par-* 
tiality to our own children; and this may perhaps 
induce me to be over-fond of my present project. 
Yet the most impartial must ajcknowleda^e, that no 
tax can be more extensive, pr be levied with greater 
ease to the public and the subject. It will therefore 
aftbrd me the highest satisfaction to see -this my 
darling scheme enforced by the wi?dom*of the le- 
gislature. I cjm already in. imagination rejoice 
over some future resolution of the honourable house, 
conceived in words to the following effect. 

* Resolved, That the sum of .one million ster- 
ling be raised by way of lottery on annuities pay-« 
aibfe out at^ the produce of the tax upon good 
Thitios.^ 

It would be no less agreeable to me to read a pa- 
ragraph in the London Evening Post, or some other 
loyal paper, importing that ' this day the worship- 
ful company of Fishmongers dined together at their 
lilill in Thames^street, where the tax upon good 
fniMGs sand after dinner amoiinted t6 four hun- 
dred and ten pounds seventeen shillings and six-* 
pence, being the largest sum which had ev*r beea 
collected on that occasion/ 

I make no d'>ubt but that great sums might be ex- 
pected on this account from the common halls of 
pur two learned universities; not to say any thing 
of the laudable society of Anti-Gal licans, the vene- 
rable order of Free Masons, and the numerous fra* 
ttfrnitie^^JBucks, Illoods, and Chbite $t>irit0* 



fji5 W0RL9. • N^SOI. 

I^ may possibly be i nsinuated that France will en- 
deavour to avail itself of our example, and impose 
likewise a tax upon good things; but as freedom 
of speech is greatly restrained in all absolate mo- 
narchies, we have nothing to fear from such an at* 
tempt. Here then we shall be unrivalled, and shall 
be able for once to boast with justice, that we have 
outwitted our enemies. 

• If it should still farther be objected to this tax; 
that it will be a partial one, and grievously bortheiH 
some to the poor wit, while the rich alderman, the 
justice of the quorum, and the fine gentleman, "wiil 
be totally exempted from it; I answer, that in these 
public-spirited times, and upon this particular oc- 
casion, every man will be ambitious of contubatiBg 
his quota, whether he can be legally taxed or noli 
nay, I am humbly of opinion, that those who say 
the fewest good things, will generbualy make 
their demands upon the stamp-office for the greatest 
number of certificates. 

I had once entertained thoughts of extending mv 
project to the good things that people do as well 
as sai/ ; but upon consulting a few friends upon the 
matter, I was convinced that the benefits arising 
from such an addition would be too inconsiderable 
to be felt. I have therefore, for the good of my 
poor country, :^nd the ease of those in power, maM 
what haste I could to communicate my scheme ti 
it now is, which I desire you to publish as soon M 
possible ; and am, • <. : 

Your mostfaitfifui • 
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nntM-'Oal bate Beerffftiaedwitetf ^e: c ^rt Wii ii ^q* ! 

I cannot but think our ministers w<M)ifcliM»'l^|^ 
ItM hasty m t&eif mwimnai, }M<t lt^ j)8M''plM(ie( 
oWewtion t» 9» i*Jt?ol rf SB-gTfal iWWi ^ iWt '-^ 

■ This wfeM^W »flh«n»iv wrpriziii^, b« llie dan- 
^■mattendmg heiw ilipaWiit at hnme, and Ihe ne- 
o»M»y of trtwel ftWi tiie age of sevenWei. \t 
t*ttn*f-«i!e, hare IObJ; bfen notorious fti all the 
Vfe>A&\ ■ Who wmH inita son in the wrv of pt> 
daWn-ydft^ tobacV<$, psr^ilnit elef;tJons, fox tvoondi* 
alt<f Nr^^'warbvt'; w' the bewitfhiag glances that 
IvA txeneath a p<nn]WArar' h3( at Saoela^h, ortite 
tf(Md«rne(t, Kfff nM )«ai,dari»(-rous c-harm^ of iIm' 
ttttafe^ dmightev ftnvtikc mansion aeat ? Onthe 
dAcFStdc, wbviAitMmAre thar, abroad, national' 
■ptt^div^t to* *MMyttl, the mind ia opened, tiie- . 
taste refined, tte peVstfft improved ? And whnt 
HHM be artaVthn emuoRttiorr M )>amiMi iav Mat 
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them all their lives after. It seldom happens that 
the Paris pump and Lyons velvet give pmce to the 
tight boot and short skirt ; or that a man accvs^ 
tonied to the elegance and loHof tivis d vts, with 
cushions of down within, and the varnish of Martin 
without, is so absurd at his return, as to trot t^n 
miles before day in a dreary winter morning, and 
pass the hours due to hazard or a mistress on the 
side of a bleal^ cover, shivering in expectation of»a 
fox. 

As it is far from my intention to stir up a ck^ 
mour against the advisers of this war, I shall not 
enter farther into a. discussion of the advantagea.. 
of a foreign^ or the evils of a domestic educatioo». 
but hasten to my scheme for the improvement of. 
youth, in spite of our enemies ; the iirsi hint of 
which arose accidentally in conversation with a 
friend^ at whose bouse in the country I spent aome 
days last month. 

We were walking in a park, decorated with all 
the variety of Asiatic ornament, which at preaest: 
so generally prevails among improvers or taste; 
when this gentleman, who is a leading man of that 
class, as well as a thorough zealot in the mpden 
system of education, took occasion to consalt me in- 
regard to the disposal of his eldest son, a yontfa 
about sixteen years of age, heir to a very large ibr- 
tune, and at present at one of our universities. My 
friend, I found, was very uneasy lest he should con* 
tract the rust of the college, and most pathetioJIy 
lamented his ilUfortune, that the doors of Fraiion. 
should be so critically shut against a lad formed bw. 
nature for all the accomplishments which so emi- 
nently distinguish that polite nation. 
' In reflecting upoq the good man's embarraas- 
inent, and admiring the several temples, bridgci^. 

and other edifices of Chinese vcbitqctvm i^lui^i 



onnd«d me, I was led to coiwder w hifc ci lo 
1 our SODS to Pbkut instead of Paiis» wonld 
better answer all purposes of tnMrtL And 
igh you may start, as did noy friea^ at tbe first 
IT of this proposal, I doubt not, ^b. Kts-Adam^ ^ 
upon deliberation you will agMe with me in 
ly of the circumstances that I think, most re»* 
such a progress preferable to the other, noftt 
trtaining to the young gentlemen themselTei^ 
e suitable to the intentions of their paienta 
guardians, and more beneficial to their covii* 

onong the many considerations which kuM* 
ely occurred to me upon this subject, I shall 

leave principally to obsenre, that the manufiio* 
s of China, which have hitherto reached iif» 
r the preference to most of our own of the aaa^ 
is, in spite of European pride : and I am |ier* 
led those politer arts, which are the great oh- 
s of travel, are in a degree of excellence, well 
thy our notice, among the in^^ious people of 
: country, though they have hitherto nuide their 
r to us (lowly and imperfectly, finr wtot of pro- 

^vellers. The merchant and the mimioiiaiy 
Qost the only visitors of so distant « retgioa) aft- 
i merely to those observations which regaid Am 
imerce and religion of their natkm asd scet| 

Yiews of the one are too confined, asd.of tha 

er generally too enthusiastic to produce the good 

cts. which will accrue from t^ ipqiiirioiof men 

sore enlarged ideas and unprejiidicedaeiitinaentSB 

i present juncture seems marked by thegood ge- 

»f this isle for the most important diaoofencs. 

many young men. of fiuhioa mi|^t bo pidiad 

lom no one could suspect- of prejodieea 

m fiiTour of trade or rehghm 1 -a»dimri|jf.« 

[ fellow could sol beiitile . m, his . duijiBa. 
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between tMs lymfe andtfae oldbealeil itMieof Rmcf 
and Italy ; wherfc from a Calm la&dldrd, to af WW* 
)K>litan prmcesflr^ there is a nameireas of wlf'cnliitv 
that is become extreme^ irksome to a polite eiircfcf 
ia the recitaK A trateller Will be greatly dtep« 
pointed who fkneiesr the ttnlr of Eictrope tmf tntfW 
him 'to attention at Arthur^s oranr assembly. JlJttt^ 
after four yeai»s of expence, danger; aAdI ratSiglif , if 
he expects auditors, he must hare fecowrw td hW 
tenants in the country, or seek thein abotit fiwf 
o'clock on -a bench in St. James's park. On the 
contrary, let us suppose a young nobleman jost aH^' 
rived with a dress and equipage ^ In Chinaige^ imtet 
a curiosity would be excited ih the town f wfattt en- 
tr'rtaiiMBenl, what admiration w&xM it aflKnf! 
What triumph wouW he feel in enferitrga mtot, f)^ 
see at his approach the fover rise frotn feti e aA the? 
hoop on the settee, the dowager qnft her cardi, ttldf 
all 

With grnd^ ears dev^Hf fif Air dat^oHtiffP 

m 
■■ 

• It would be a severe blow to^ the Fveiwb^ WA' 
Fitz-Adam, skmold the €tyin«8e s^ieceed^ to ftlw-'eiitfl« 
pire of taaite ; and it is* werfhy remark, as I IfinieA 
abo.ve, and aa others of yo«r cwfespetodertM bMV^ 
done before, what advances l^ey daily Malto 9&m M if i 
it. Without doors, fVom the imtt^if MrMraw 
the shops of our haberdasbers> al> is ChineM;.; 'M# 
in most places with m (at Teasfi where tha« seac, wIhMp 
ought always to have nhe lead in eiegamcei i9 ^Mm^^ 
c^erned) Haphaet and Tilrian giv« pfoce ta thPe ilHW#' 
pleasing masteifs of Surat and Japan. Should tbi^ 
<&ess and" cookery become as f^hionabte as tMr 
architecture and paint'rng, adiea the' most fkrtiridlf^ 
i»g" commerce of Franrce : aB4 I see ivtrnefeiiDn Wft^ 
they skottld not, if introckfeed by p Aip«r p#cMMr 
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Novelty is the soul of both, and quickness of inven- 
tion the surest recommendation to the cook^ ^ well 
as the taylor. For my own part, I have commis- 
sioned my two nephews, who are actually prepar- 
ing for their voyage njext spring, to bring over one 
of the greatest men they can find in each of these 
capacities ; and I flatter myself that tlieir dress and 
my table will give the taste to the whole town. I 
have likewise desired these young gentlemen to 
contract for the best dancers now in Asia, whether 
monkies or men, and propose to oblige the ma- 
nagers of both theatres with a Chinese ballet, that 
J think will engage to them the support of the whole 
society of Anti-Gallicans. 

If any young nobleman can want yet further en- 
couragement for this undertaking, let him consider 
how much greater scope there is to shew his geniug 
in the construction of a vessel, than in that of a 
post-chaise ; not to mention the many conveniences 
and comforts he will have about him, which a land- 
carriage cannot afford : for instance, his cook, hit 
toad-eater, his set at Whist, and if he pleases, bia 
gii 1 : for, by the way, it would be cruel in a parent 
to deny a son, embarked on so useful a progress, 
any of those amusements or resources, so generally 
esteemed innocent in other travels, and which in- 
deed I have seldom heard that the most scrupulous 
governor objected to in France or Italy. It is pos- 
sible that the article of sea-sickness may alarm the 
tenderness of some mothers : but what is, it more 
than the qualms of claret ? and a youth who has 
shevvn any spirit at college, cannot have much to 
apprehend from that complaint. 

And here, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 1 cannot forbear hint- 
ing to our patriots, of what service such a system 
of education would prove to our marine^ the great 
bi^lw^rk pf the aatiop. I am persuaded it woukt 
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turn out as j;bod a' nursery for 'salloi^ dfl the betb 
ring fishery : and what a resoarce wouki it be Iftmnf 
sadden emergency ^like the present^ for e n um f l ^ 
if the numerons retinues of the gay and gfreat were 
able to go to a top-mast head ! A set of kXkm^ 
who now serve only to excite tht! contempt er ik^ 
dignation of their industrious countrjOfleu, fPonU 
become useful members, and be regarded as a hid& 
den strength of the state. Who knows \mt aoflieef 
the young gentlemen themselves might take a moif 
particular fancy to a blu^ uniform than to a; ni 
one ? and I apprehend it would as soon entitle them 
to the esteem of their country, and not beien be^ 
coming in the eyes of the ladies. ' ' 

But the point which will be thotightof tfaeaoii 
importance by your serious read ers/ is still' beMed* 
It has been remarked of late years (i fear with sea^ 
truth) that the majority of our young travelleie n» 
turn home entirely divested of the religion of tbeil! 
country, without having acquired any new one it 
atsplace. Now as our free-thinkers areiinn 
known to be the strictest TOoralist8> I appn^hena 
doctrine of Confucius might have a- very geedl < 
tipon them, and possibly -give them a certa 
which they have all along wanted. In timepi 
they might institute some form of public wo 
and thereby remove the scandal of atheisai> \ 
our enemies abroad, from the behaviour of otti 
vellers, are so apt to brand us with : and i1 
private opinion, that if a Chinese temple were 
built by subscription, in a good quarter o<* m^" 
for the worship of the polite world, it coUkt n 
of success. 

I now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, leave you to coemnen 
upon my project. If it is recommended from y 
pen, I dfoubt not but it will be followed. • We 
ihen see the new "^^nd old route distinguished, hy 



itle of the ge(.and and littlb tour. It will be 
eft to the ensign and the templar to trip to Paris, 
n absence from quarters and long vacations: plod<^ 
Jiag geniuses, admirers of the classics, philosophers; 
ind poets, will reach Rome ; while the noble youth 
>f more extensive fortune and more general prin- 
ciples, the rising spirits, born to take the lead, and 
^t a pattern to the world, strike out a path mora 
ivorthy their genius, and more adapted to thi 
gulightened age in which we live. . 
I aui. Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer, 

C. 
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Audire est oper(£ pretium, procedere recte 
Qui machis mm vidtiSf ut orhni parte labarent, 
Vique illis muUo coirupta dolore voluptas. 

Hob. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

As the history of my life may be of some seryic^ 
to many of your readers, I shall relate it with all 
the openness and simplicity of truth. If they give 
a due attention to the errors and mistakes of my 
conduct, they will pass over those of my style. I 
am no scholar, having had a private education un- 
(der the eye of my mother. Instead of conversina 
or playing with other boys, I went a visiting witj^ 
}ier : and while she and my tutor were at Cripbagje, 
in which they passed a considerable part of the day, 
I read such books as I found lying aoout her room ; 
the chief of which were the Atalantis^ Oyid*s Art of 
Love, novels, romances, miscellaneous po^ii^s, and 
Inlays. FfQOi these ^tudie^ I cpntrs^cted an earl^ 
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taste for gallantry ; and as nothing pleased nA lo 
much as the comedies of the last age^ my llioiiglitl 
were constantly engrossed with the enviable titn- 
tion of the heroes of those pieces. Year Dori- 
mants and your Homers struck my ima^niition be« 
yond the brightest characters in Pope'sHomer; and 
though I liked the gallantry of fighting ten foui 
for a woman^ yet I thought the Greek»' might 111T8 
found a readier way of making themsehres amendfl^ 
by visiting their friends at Troy, and taking rereogv 
in kind. Such were the ex{^loit8 to command mf 
admiration, and such the examples which I looked 
up to : and having manifest advantages of peraoni, I 
entertained most extravagant conceits of my fotart 
triumphs. Yet even in the height of these extrava* 
gancies^ I had no hope of obtaining every favour 
that I solicited ; much less should I have been per* 
suaded that such uncommon success could be pro* 
ductive of any thin^ but consummate happiness. 
The history of my life will prove the contrary ; and 
I chuse to record it, with a view of shewing whate 
succession of trouble, distress, and misery. Moat 
from the very completion of my desires. 

I was precipitately sent to Oxford, on being di^ 
covered in an intrigue with a young girl, whom my 
tutor had lately married, and who had a prior at* 
tachment to me. As my love for her was excel' 
sive, this separation was inexpressibly painful ; and. 
I learned from it, that past joys were uo consolation 
for present disappointment. I found the university 
life so little suited to my taste, that I soon prevailed- 
upon my mother to let me come to London. Be- 
fore I had been a week in town, I was introduced 
to a young woman whom I took so great a fancy lo^ 
that the very violence of my passion made me de- 
spair of success. I was, however, so agreeably dii- 
appointed, that I could scarce i^ouceal the tranhpoHf 
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qf joy which possession gave me : but this joy was 

more than balanced, when at the end of some 

months I was told of the condition into which tliig 

kind creature was brought by her compliance with 

my desires. My anxiety upon this event was too 

great to be restrained ; and honour, which alone 

had stopped the overflowings of my joy, prompted 

me to give a loose to my concern. 1 bewailed with 

remorse and tears the shame and mistiry of deluded 

innocence, and cursed myself as the author of so 

much ruin and infamy. I spared no expence to 

render her unhappy situation as comfortable as 

it could be made, and shut myself up with her till 

the expected time of her delivery. That fatal hour 

infinitely increased our mutual shame, by giving 

birth to a little negro, which, though it delivered 

me at once from the pangs of conscience, put me to 

an immoderate expence in bribes to the nurses, to 

keep the secret of my disgrace. 

This unlucky adventure had almost spoiled me 
for a man of gallantry ; but 1 soon lost all remem- 
brance of ill usage in the innocent smiles and gen- 
tle sweetness of a young lady, who gave me every 
mark of tender love and constancy. Our mutual 
fondness made it impossible for us to bear that se- 
paration which discretion required. As she gave up 
all her acquaintance for my sake, she soon found 
herself abandoned by them; so that our constant 
living together, which hitherto had been choice, 
iR-as now become an absolute necessity. This con- 
finement, though it did not abate, but, if possible, 
increased my tenderness, had so different an effect 
upon her temper, as to cause a total change of be* 
haviour to me and all about her : she stormed day 
and night like a fury, and did every thing to drive 
me from her company > yet if ever I went from her 
upon the most urgent business^ she would throw 

TOL. XXIX. A Sk. 
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l^rselfinto 6u, and upbraid me with th% ituMttt^' - 
titr reproaches. On my being sent for to atMrt* 
luy mother in her last nK>nients» she tfcreitMKi 
with horrid imprecations, that if I left.herthe^i- 
should never see her more. I had scarce brok««ftoi)i- 
her menaces^ when she flew from^her lodgingB in •■ 
agony of pa5;sion, and has not been heard of fti ace." 

Soon after the death of my mother, a lady- 9t* 
quality who visited her^ and who had cart m^-9H*' 
vious eye upon her diamonds, which were not pM' 
temptible, took occasion to make nine advaaeHj 
towards me, Whenever we met, her discoojrae al- 
ways turned upon the great merits of niy tM^r, 
and the taste which she shewed iathe dbotcetfld' 
manner of wearing her jewels: and thb coafVlM- 
tion as constantly- ended in aa assignation at 'her 
house. Though I was at first a little prosd to &ttd' 
niy presents meet so ready an acceptance, I wai 
not exceedingly flattered in the progren of- Ihit- 
amour; especially when I came to perceive, that 
the strongest recommendation I had to her Ikvowr 
was growing weaker every day. I found aLB*<thfll 
a declaration which I had made of Dot loving cardi^' 
did not contribute to strengthen my interest in thai 
family. 

My next affair was with a lady who wag reafif 
fond of me; and I thought myself then at 4h6 
height of my wishes ; for she managed sodiscrectlyi 
that we had not the least interruption from h«|r hwh 
band at home ; but her conduct abroad was a pvTf^ 
petual scene of indiscretion and tyranny. Sht 
obliged me to attend her every night to the optri, 
and never to stir fronri her side. She would carry 
me to the most frequented plays, and keep me in % 
whisper during the most interesting scenes* Not 
satisfied with this, she made me walk with hereteiv 
nally in the park« the p^-road^ and {Lensington gaiv 
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If Mi'^ cote^ele her triompli^ $ht d w m ed 
% niliiMMe object ! about the strteti of^n-* 
r wi€|iihe san^ pity letf^ ostentation as the infant 
ueouqoerof trailed the lifeless carcaBe of Hectet 

. thewails of Troy. Toeomplete my misfbrtmilei^ 

itppeeed that the beim mondc eatabiisheda new 

|e oi^ galktoitry ; and all knights amorout Wire 

inred to make love after the new &ahk>D, mnd 

»d their fair on horseback. Unhkckily fot bm^ 

)M<i tbe r not suspecting that bonetnaashtp vrovM 

>aie^ here, a requisite in gaUaaJbry, kad 

It BO part of my English education : theva* 

an absolute^ novice, I pvnciued tlia 

oeaM that wsis to be got, and hoped th#l 

•pvfiperly mounted : but I soon ib«o# ibj. mii* 

:; foir the dnlhiessofthe beastt^^cdto-brmga 

t disgraceful suspicion on. the spicitoCllia riwri 

I was*obliged at all events to uii(dcral|ara;mMt 

leaooie steed . The cons^ueace lAr tU» : ikti 

lent I joined my mistress, she drtiiv imfe Imv 

ikercbief, which - flutteriag . ia tbis ifiwl^' aa 

d hiy horse that he car^riedmadlmliyiiM 

n leatine ri-ver. While 1 was takanap-withfl^ 

aanger and disgrace, her horse, -^lltiicii bad 
ed at the sfune time, ran a dtfl^e«6at vagri wmd as 
11^ noothevwisb qoali^ted for a tider,'biitiij|r 
aoQsciottsaess of being a woman o£ Mbma, altll 
Ikeown against a tree ami kilbd en t^ spot. 

remembrance of Jnrfomditasforni^tiioi^ 
aublesojue whilfb liriag, was tbe canaa at gyaal 

ion to me after Her death-: a»ii it.ira»neara 
vemonth before I settled my aSt€ti«M>OA;{etMmi 
ct Tbis was a young widow, wba.thai^ tbm 
&oi give me the s^Mie aecaakia of c<H»jpMii*-s0 
kisli, ereatjhtd me no less- pais bjii4iueiiilig|||||^ t»« 
upon me. : Instead of retfoinM Wf .toMiaiii^ 
i{UMice> sbe would comfJai» tbai i hiwitiid ana 
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dogged her ; and would frequently secrete beneUf 
or i*un on purpose into suspicious compaoy, P^^^MT 
to give me uneasiness. Though confessecHy KerSt 
vourite, I liave frequently been denied adaiittaiicp» 
when the most worthless pretenders have beeD Wl 
in : and when I have offered her tickets for a coo- 
cert which she liked, she has refused thein, and ac- 
cepted a party to a dull play, with the most despi* 
cable of my rivals. When we have been aft the 
same table at cards, she has made it remarked by 
the whole assembly that her eyes and her diaconne 
have been industriously kept from me; and jodl 
has been her cruelty, that when I have desired tb^ 
honour of walking with her the next momiugr ahtf 
has answered with a significant sneer, she was rtrf 
sorry she could not have my company, for she in- 
tended to ride. With all this, who conid imupae 
that I was the happy man } and yet, as I spared no 
pains or coiA in the inquiry, I can venture to pn>- 
nou nee that no other persons whatever shared her 
favours with me. Ot all the tortures that caa 
be devised for the punishment of poor lovers, theia 
are none so excruciating as this inequality of be- 
haviour. 

Not to trouble you with a farther detail of tba 
plagues and disquietudes, the discoveries, expences, 
fines, and dangers,whichare incident togallantiyia 
genera], I shall only tell you that I at last perceiTa4 
there was no peace or comfort for the votaries rf 
Venus but under the auspices of Hymen. To ovei^ 
CQme my inveterate prejudices against the co^jagll 
state, so long despised, insulted, and injured by me^ 
was the great difficulty : but as the thorough deleo- 
tion of the vanity and folly of every degree of gal* 
lantry had by no means extinguished my uoalfeeiw 
able love for the sex, I fpund upon mature reflec- 
tion, that marriage was n)y only resoarcs, and dMt 
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1 should run no great visqiie in exchanging th< real 
for the imaginary pains of love. 
. Having taken this resolution, I stept into the ri- 
dotto, fixed my eyes upon a very enga<(ing figure, 
and immediately advertivsed for the young IjhIv in 
blue and silver; requiring only a certificate of hvf 
good-humour. 1 went to the cofiee-house, received 
a letter for A. B. and in the space of a few monthif, 
from being a restless, tyrannized, tormented vrretch, 
I found myself a husband, a cuckhold, and a happv 
man. I lived ten years in a state of perfect tniii- 
quillity ; and I can truly say, that I once met with 
a woman, who, to the day of her death, behafYcd to> 
me with constant attention and complacency. 

I am. Sir, 
, Yoitr moJit humble scrranf, 
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The exorbitant exarfions of »f;rvantji in gn^t 
houses, and the necessity impo**^d npon yoa, aft/r 
cMning at a frif-nd's table, of mrr^udering all tfifj 
money in y*wr p'>ck^t to the grmt^ in livry vthor^j^ 
dextrous ly intercept ^^rr uf^.nn^, in the irtr^^t-d^y^r, 
have l>een th't •»>hj»?f t of a fhf(U^.r yA\tf^. Thw #::»#- 
toin, illibt-rai ^iy\ ^Thyy^.^finfi w ft tn, nr/tiher th^ 
ridicule with wh'ch I harr^ treated it, rmr my ttmrH 
serioq* repr*rhen«iofi ttiM, I feskr, ^J^ *hl^ t/> at^ilUh. 
My corr>-:^;'^rjd*?VA r^m^trw^ »o rfnavWitt, ihzt 
tfcwi^h thf; h^'*;D''*^hti^ ^fy^r w mr^nff} ^ifh*. f%r the'rr 
a*n?^r'!m, yet, }:V^ ^Nal 6f PlnfA in Virj?*l, it np 
Imrdly penViTijtat tJirtftr r^Teat > imw «m tney f «i9 
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the ninefold barrier without a copioiM shower of in- 
'fluencing silver. The watchful aragons still expecj^ 
and will expect for ever, their auieting sop^ftomhis 
honour's bowing butler, with the significant dapkia 
under his arm, to the surl^ Swiss who guards tke 
vestible. Your passport is not now recei?ed by 
these collectors^ as a free gifl, but gathered as a 
turnpike toll ; or^ in other words, as the jost dis- 
charge of your tavern reckoning. Thus the stile of 
invitation, which runs generally that ' Lord socIh 
a-one desires you will do him the favonr to dine 
with him/ is explained by dear-bought ei^perience* 
to import, that you will obligingly contribnte your 
quota to the payment of his servants' wages* 

Yet this abuse^ grievous as it is to the gaest» and 
disgraceful to the master, is by no means the grea^ 
«st inconvenience arising from a want of attentioa 
to oeconomical regulations. The following letter, 
which I have only room to insert at present, hot 
which, for the sake of my correspondent, I may poe- 
sibly take under consideration at -another opportu- 
nity, will sufficiently shew the necessity of such re- 
gulations. 

To Mr. Frrz-ADAM 
Sir, 

I am a plain country gentleman, possessed of a 
plentiful fortune, and blest with most of the OHa* 
forts of life ; but am at present (not through an^ 
fault of my own, that I can recollect) in gpreat dis- 
tress ; which I am as much at a loss how to remedy^ 
as I was unable to prevent. Though I have loved 
peace and quiet all my life, and have endeavoured 
constantly to maintain good order and harmony in 
my family, I owe my grievances to the intrigues and 
jealousies which have unhappily subsisted for some 
time past amopG: my servants. I give them gfnofk. 
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tbem bappy : i^i listT't bttes «ci)i by ^v^ft^cai a 
their seTcru xstza. ziaa 1 atK., viziMMt cxrcpdaB, tkt 
very hcM €^' mcforrK, 

Yet, tri^Si 2:11 BBT cart a»d kisdims, I cia^ot c»> 
tabliih a pro^i fisboffd^aaxao^ ■■ung.inluM, witiK 
out which, I ink ^titRbk, Bo6u&ihr ctyrrmDcat cms 
long sahifrist : aod ii[>r waa: of which (as they cuttoi 
find a decent aad reasooable cause of cimplaut 
against me) they are peq>eti3ally qfuairelliBg wick 
one another. They do not, I belieTe, iDleiid <Nrigi- 
nally to hurt me ; oo the oootiarr, tlicy pretend my 
advantage aiooe is the occasioo of their disagree- 
ment. But, were this really tme. my case is no less 
deplorable ; for, notwiths^uidiiig the zcad they ex- 
press for my service, and the reelect and afiectioii 
they profess to my person, my life is made miserable 
by their domestic squabbles; and my estate ia 
mould ring away daily, whilst they are contending 
who should manage it for me. They are so oblig* 
ing as to assure me, upon their honoars, that their 
contests are only who can best serve so good a 
master, and deserve and claim the first place in hit 
favour ; but, alas ! I begin to be a little apprehen- 
sive that their struggle is, and has been, who should 
get most VAILS, and have most power under me ; 
or, as you may think perhaps, oro* me. 

The first appearance of this intestine discord was 
upon the following occasion. 

I have a very troublesome neighbour, who is con* 
tinually committing encroachments upon my lands 
and manor. He attacks me first with his pen; and 
pretending to have found out some flaw in my set- 
tlements, he commences a suit of trespass against 
me ; but at the same time, fearing lest the law 
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shotiild happen to decide ra iavotiY «yf ncvr, he 
senda me word, he weats a aword, Noi kmg a|p» h« 
threatened me that hewotdd break into my" wril* 
steal my fish out of my canal, and shoot my lisntt 
and deer within my pales. Upon the advice offliy 
steward and other servants, I sent tom3r%9Main 
the north for a trusty gamekeeper (whoM hvumirf 
and fidelity I could rely upon) to come to |tqra»< 
aistauce^ that he might heip to preserre, not Mrly 
my GAME hut my family, which seemed to* Mill 
HO small danger. These orders were no sooil^idKa- 
' patched, than to my great surprise, my FemrtilLini 
bolted into the parlour where I was sitting, mu&tM 
me with all the warmth of a patriot, that h#c«ilA 
9ot consent to Ferdinand the game^keeper'4-adM 
mission into the house, for that he humbly c>eiiceivi4 
is was nekher for my honour ttor my intereeit to h$ 
inadebted tor any pari of my protection, or - evdl 
iafety, to a foueiGxNer; for you must know, 'Mr; 
>itz-Adam, that very unfoFtunate1y^orme,n]ypoof 
honest Fekdii^and did happen to be- born m m m< 
where or other in Germany. Vou may imagiiM^ 
however, that I paid little attention to mis remos^ 
strance of my postillion ; but dismissing biro frmm 
my service, I sent for Ferdwand ; who> apon th# 
first summons, travelled night and day tp come W 
my relief. 

The next fit of afiTection that embarrassed mt/, 
broke out in my ambitious helpsk. He pipofmed 
himself so excessively careful of my persoo, tlHf 
he did not think it safe for me to be driveii any 
longer by my old coachmat^; on which aceooal^ 
be grew impatient to ascend the box himself. BoV 
his contrivances to faciHate this removal, w«fi^ 
plain indications that he attended to hisownaA* 
Touceuent, more thau to -my preset vatioii | foffV 
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have been informed, that he has often frightened 
the horses to make them start unexpectedly out of 
the quarter : at other times he has been detected in 
laying great stones in the way, with a design to 
overturn the coach ; and in roads of difficulty and 
danger, was sure to keep out of the way himself 5 
nay, at last, he tried to persuade the servants, that 
it was the coachman's intention to drire head- 
long over them, and break all their necks. But 
when he found I had too good an opinion of old 
Thomas to entertain any suspicion of his honesty, 
he came one morning in a pet, and gave me warn- 
ing. I told him with great temper, he was to blame» 
paid him his wages, and bid Thomas provide him- 
self with another helper. But I leave you to 
judge of my grief as well as surprize, when Tho- 
mas answered me with tears in his eyes, 'that he 
must intreat my permission to retire from my ser- 
vice : he found,' he said, ' he bad many enemies, 
both within doors and without : my family was di- 
vided into various parties : some were favourable to 
the HELPER, and others had been wrought upon by 
the late postillion ; he should be always gratctful 
for the goodness I had shewn him; and his last 
breath should be employed in praying for my pros- 
perity.' It was with great reluctance that I con* 
sented to his request; he had served me honestly 
above thirty years, from affection more than inte- 
rest ; had always greased my wheels himself, and 
upon every one of my birth-days, had treated all 
his brother whips at bis own expence: so that far 
from being a gainer by my service, he bad spent 
above half of what he had saved before he cams 
into it. You may imagine I would willingly have 
settled a comfortable annuity upon hini>.but you 
will wonder at his behaviour on this occasioa : iiH 
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deed I bare nev«r met wkh any thin^ II 
of his low station: he deglared, that he. 
ther live upon bread and cheese, thai^ ] 
nour to any expence, when he could be no 
useful tome. 

Thus have I been reduced, contrary to -my tBd^* 
Jiation, to hire another coackman. The mam I 
have now taken bears a very reputable character; 
but he happens to be so iufirm, that he is acaice yet 
able to get upon his box : and though be pionHni, 
and I believe intends to take ail possible cape of wf 
horses, I fear he has not been accustogMxito drifa 
a set so restive as mine are, especially in bad rqnifk 
I havQ also beeu persuaded to take my postxeub^ 
again, as he is a great favourite of my preseat 
COACHMAN. Between them they are new . iM^ 
ling my family forme, and discharging thoae iMff- 
vants whom they happen to dislike* My expert' 
enced bailiff, who used to hold my courts,. hflA kft 
me; and my game-keeper, who has beea obliged to 
lie during this hard winter in a tent in the f^sue&tn, 
is ordered back again into the north, tlipugh he hfli 
given no sort of ofience, but on the conirary^ Im 
been greatly isstrumental in protecting me from Ac 
insults of my blustering netghbeur; so unpardcM^ 
able a crime is it to be born in Germany ! ' . 

Good Mr. Fitz-Adam, advise me, as a fficad^ 
what course to take. We masters, as we are im» 
properly called, are become of late so -avlMervieat 
to our servants, that I should apprehend this wii* 
versal waat of subordination in them must at kul 
be detrimental to the state itself : for as a famUy il 
composed of many servants, cities and countries an 
made up of many houses and families, whioh tOr 
gether constitute a nation. Disobedieoee }n tlM 
majority of individuals to their &uperijMii^,puiB0t 



fail of prodoCiRcr a general liccotioafness, xrhich 
must terminate at last in anarch v and confusioQ. 

I am^ Sir, 

Your const Ji9t reader 
tind admirer, 
*George Measwell. 
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As the fii^t of the following letters is written by a 
female correspondeot, and the secoml intended fcr 
the service of that sex, 1 have taken the first oppor^' 
tuuity of giving them to the public. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
I am a young woman, and live in the country 
with an uncle and aunt, whose characters, as they 
are somewhat particular, may perhaps contribute 
towards the entertainment of your readers. My 
uncle is a man so full of himself, that he approves 
of nothing but what is done (to use his own words)' 
after his maxim. About three years ago he caught a 
great cold : ever since which time he wears a great 
cott, and calls every man a fool that goes withiwt 
one, even in the dog-days. The other day a rela- 
tion coming to see him, was thrown off his horse, and 

broke his leg. -When he was brought into ihff 

house, and my uncle came to be informed that the 
accident happened by his passing through a bad 
lane, in order to call upon a particular friend iff 
his way to us, he told bim with an air of great ittH 
pertaiice, that it was always a maxim with nim, ' nc^ 



\ 
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▼er to io two things at once.' He then introdKed 
a long story about queen Elisabeth and lord Bur- 
leigh, which, after it had lasted above half an liOQr» 
concluded with lord Burleigh's telling the qneeii^ 
that he had made it a maxim, * never to do bat 
one thing at a time/ Thus did he perplex the poor 
gentleman who lay all the time with a broken limb | 
nor would he suffer any person in the room to go 
for a sureeon till his story was told. While the leg 
was settmg, and the patient in the utmost toimend^ 
my uncle stood by, and with all the rhetoric he was 
master of, endeavoured to persuade his. kituman 
that his misfortune was entirely owing to a neglect 
ojf those excellent maxims which he had to ofte^« 
taught him. He concluded his harangue with a 
string of proverbsf mottoes, and sentiments, of which 
he is so ridiculously fond, that there is no single. 
action of his life that is not entirely governed byone 
or other of them. I have seen him in the gardeo« 
in the midst of a most violent thunder-Aower, 
walking a snaiPs pace towards the house, becmie 
his friend lord Onslow's motto isfesiina lente; which 
words I have heard him repeat and explain so ofteo» 
that I have them always in my head. 

My aunt is truly one flesh with her husband. She. 
approves of nothing but what is done after her oiSMi 
example, though she is unable to support her prnn* 
dices even by a proverb or a saying. As I am so no* 
fortunate as to differ from her in almost all my 4D-- 
tions, we are extremely liable to quarrel. Ske gcti 
up at six, because she cannot sleep ; aod /lie in bed 
till nine, because I cannot easily wake» When wt 
meet at breakfast, I am sure to be scolded for my 
drowsiness and indulgence, and questioned at Iea4 
a dozen times over, * why I cannot do as lAe doek 
get up with the sun ?' ' Ay,' says mv uncle, * apd 
«ro tQ rest with the l^iri^p a& the saying is/ Btttjlssl 



my auDt observes but part of 1^6 taving ; for long 
before the lark goes to roost, she will &U asleep in 
ber chab*, unless kept awake by cards ; though her , 
tisual bed-time is not till nine o'clock. 

Now, Mr. Fitz* Adam, I wo^ld hm Itaow irhetber ' 
the hours between nine and twelTi;^ provided yon 
are quite awake, are not of equal use with those be* 
tween six and nine, when vou are half the tiaie- 
asleep ? Mjf aunt says No; for that one boiir in thn 
morning, is worth two in the afternoon; wkkdif 
cannot for the life of me comprehend* 

The old lady is one of t^OM good sort of franfftt 
who think every thins beneath their notice Imt &% 
mily affairs and bousekeeping : for which r^moik, HP 
ever she catches me reading a volume <»f the Spep*. 
tator or World, she immediately adcs me if dieiirt 
of Cookery, which she made me a present nf, itpit*' 
laid or lost; to which she is snre to add* that for 
k&r part, she does not see what good can eoni^ dT 
reading such heathenish books; and that bad ait ^ 
given up her mind to nonsense ixiA,9ti09 my nnett 
and his family must hava betti beg|«n^>^ tlK^ 
must. 

Am I really to be governed WAest M p:Xk^ ot- 
may I go on m my old way, anu bugb at their ab4. 
surdities? I read your paper evetr Friday wbeftl 
the post comes in, and shall bt glaa to' see this kl^^ 
ter inserted in yonr next, with v^foivnion.of tKpt 
matter, that I may know vH^icn is thavrises^ tflfi 
nncle, my aun^ or Mr. Fits-Adam's 

Sib, 
tr we pay Srdtie ttffoA li pfOvavUil nasfn/i 
wliich are oftentioiB* fotedad '■* '^i'^ 4e*p«* 
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expefifence, the texture of the scull, particularly 
the extreme thickness or extreme ttuDoess 'of it, 
contributes not a little to the stupidity or Iblly of 
our species. By a thick-sculled man w« always 
mean a fool^ and by a thin-sculled fellow, ohd witti- 
out any discretion. May we, not therefore suppoM 
that the state of itien, respectipg their understaDd- 
ings, is pixtty much this : when their craniomsare 
extremely solid, they are generally idiots ; when in. 
a medium, persons of sense ; when somewhat tliia- 
ner, wits ; and when extremely thin, madmen ? 

What has led me into these reflections, is the 
present practice among our ladies^ of going bare- 
headed, and a remarkable passage in Herodotua, 
concerning the effect of that practice among the 
Egyptians. ' 

This ancient and curious historian and traTeller 
tells us, that passing by Pelusiuin, where there bad 
been, many years before, a bloody battitt fonght be- 
tween the Persians and Egyptians, and the sculb 
of the slain on each side being still in diSerent hea|», 
he found upon trial, that thoSe of the E^ptians were 
so thick, they required a very' strong blow te break 
them; whereas those of the Persians were. so thin 
and tender, they scarcely resisted the slisfatest 
stroke. Herodotus attribute' the thinness and ten- 
derness of the Persian sculls, to their weiring warm 
caps or turbans ; and the thickness and hardaeas-of 
the Egyptians, to their going bareheaded^ and there^ 
by exposing their heads to^ heats and colds. Kow 
if this opinion ot Herodotus, and the foregoing re- 
iTiarks, be well founded, what rueful effects may the 
present fashion of our ladies exposing their heads 
to all weathers, especially in the present cpid sea-. 
son, be attsnded with ! , Instead of .sensible, witty> 
and ingenious women, forwiiich tiii» country mi 



K»20ff. woiitD. fl7» * 

■o long been famnus, we may ia a little. tUne hav^ 
only a generation of triflefs. 

By what has happened to a neightuiaring natipn* 
we hare the more reason to dre^ the like misfoi- 
tune among ourselves. And happy are tliose nbu 
take warning by the tnisfbrtuDesoi otfiers. Foriner- 
ly> when the Dutch kept their hi:a(j>i ^varm in funed 
caps, they were a wise and brave pL'ople, delivered 
themselves from slavery, 3nd e^ablishe.d a wealthy 
and formidable republic :.but since tlicy bave left 
ofi' this Kood old fashion, and taki^ii to Frt nch tou- 
pees, whefeby their heads, are niuch exposed, they 
are become so thick-sculle^ tfaat is, so stupid and 
foolish, as to neglect ^moi^ evet^ means of national 
benetitand preservation. 

Though the ancient Greeks were some of the 
visest and most atuie people in the world, yel iha 
Beotians werereniarUabiy ignorant and dull. What 
can we ascribe iliia difitrence between them aitd 
their fellow Greeks to, but (he diflerent conforma- 
tions of the seat of knowledge? I wish our society 
of antiquaries would endtavour to .find out if this 
did not proceed from tbe Beotians iollowing the 
Egyptian fashion above-mentioned . 

Are we' to suppose that the only molive of our 
eminent physicians and great lawyers &r wearing 
TOch large periwigs us they generally do, is merely 
to appear wiser than other people? Have they not 
experienced that these warm coverings of the hea^ 
greatly contrib^ile to render thein really so ? Ont 
apparent proof of their being wiser than most othen 
is, that the former very rarely lake any physic, and 
the'Iatfer never go to law when they "can avoid it. 
However, we must for the sake of truth acknow- 
ledge, that loo many of these geatlemvn of both 
piofessions, seen) to havv carried the practice of 
keeping their heads warm to web an tactm, Hto 
si2 ' 
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occasion a kind of madness^ which shews itself i* 
.so voracious an appetite for fees, as can hardly be 
sutisfied. But as we frequently see good proceed 
from evil, may it not be hoped that these extrava- 
gancies of physicians and lawyers will put people 
upon making b» little work as possible for either, by 
substituting temperance in the room of physic* and 
arbitrations instead of law-suits? 

Whether your female readers will take wanuiiff 
by the examples here set before them, or mnca 
esteem your advice or mine, I know not; but surely 
such of them at least as go to church, and there 
say their prayers, will pay a proper regard to Sl 
Paul, who tells them that ' every vroman who pray- 
eth with her head uncovered, dishoQODreth her 
head/ 

In one of the islands in the Archipelago (Ithiok 
it is Na7(os) there was formerly a law that no wo- 
man should apptear abroad in embroidered clotbei^ 
or with jewels, unless die were a profesied courte- 
zan ; nor be attended when she walked the streets, 
with more than one waiting-maid, except she was 
in liquor. Now wiiat I would propose is, that you, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, should issue out an edict, that none 
of the fair sex in our island shall for the fiiture be 
seen in public without a cap, but such as are known 
to be ladies of pleasure ; unless you shall be pleased 
to except those who are apt to tipple a little too 
much, and therefore go m this manner to cool 
their heads. 

I am. Sir, 

Your m9st hnnible smroni^ 
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1 HE public will no doubt be a good deal astonish* 
ed, that instead of the great name of Adam Fita- 
Adam to this paper, they now see it written by % 
poor weak woman, its publisher, and dated from 
the Globe in Pater-Noster-Row. Alas! Dothina 
but my regard and veneration for that dear good 
rnan could have got the better of my modesty, ao4 
tempted me to an undertaking that only himself 
was equal to. 

Before these lines can reach the press, that truly 
great and amiable gentleman will, in all pvobabilityj 
be no more. An event so sudden and unexpecteUj 
and in which the public are so deeply iate^-ested^ 
cannot fail to excite the curiosity of every reader it 
X $hall therefore relate it in the conciscHt manner I 
am able, not in the least doubting but oiy defects ia 
style will be overlooked, and that grief and qoBcerii 
will prevent criticism. 

The reader may remember, that in the firft sum* 
ber of the World, and in several succeeding pa* 
pers, the good old gentleman flattered bia^^Mlf thai 
the profits of his labours woisild some lime or oth«r 
enable him to make a genteel figiireui the world, 
and seat him at least in his one voiisq chau*. 
'the death of Mrs. Fit2^Adam, which h«f pened a 
few months since, as it relieved him from the great 
expence of housekeeping, made bin% in a hairy to set 
up this equipage; and as the sale of his paper wa* 
even beyond bis expectations, I was one of the first 
of his friends that advised bin) to purchase it. Th4i 
EQUIPAGE was accordingly bespokeaod senthomei; 
and as he had all along promised that his first visit 
in it should be to me. 1 exp^^ted him l^^ TueideT 

r r- ^ 
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«t my countty-house at Hoxton. The poor gende- 
man was punctual to his appointment ; and it wai 
with great delight that 1 saw him from my wiodow 
driving up the road that leads to mv house. tJih 
fortunately for him, his eye caught mme ; and hop- 
ing (as I suppose) to captivate me by his ^reat duD 
iu driving, he made two or three flourishes whh hii 
whip, which so frightened the horse, that he nn 
furiously away with the carria^^, dashed it aglEUDit 
a post^ and threw the driver mm his seat with t 
Tioleace hardly to be conceived. I screamed out 
to my maid, ' Lord bless me !' says f, ' Mr. Fiti- 
Adam is killed !' and away we ran to the spot when 
he lay. At first I imagined that his head was off; 
but upon drawing nearer to him, I found it was hii 
hat ! He breathed indeed, which g^ve m^ hopei 
that he was not quite dead ; but for other signa uf 
life, he had positiyely none. 

In this miserable condition, with the help of 
some neighbours, we brought him into the houses 
where a warm bed was quickly got ready fbr him ; 
which, together with bleeding and other he]p% 
brought him by decrees to life and reasoa. He 
looked round about him for some time, and ^t last, 
seeing and knowing me, inquired after his' chaise. 
I told him it was safe, though a good deal damaged. 
' No matter, madam,' he replied ; ' it has done mv 
business : it has carried me a journey from this 
world to the next : I shall have no use ror it again/ 
Here his speech failed him, and I thought him ex- 
piring ; but after a few minutes, recovering as it 
were from a trance, he proceeded thus. ' Mrs. 
Cooper,' says he, * you behold in the miserable olh ' 
ject now before you, a speaking monument of the 
folly and madness of ambition. This fatal cbaiss 
Was the ultimate end of all my pursuits; the bone 
•f it animated m^' labours^ ana filled me with id^ 
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^ents to the ^zzV^ i^n :sie jmSkIchk* k bas 
^D me ; and abo-^e LI, "tb xtaiLij wkj gntixmde ta 
numerous corre^^^cicsti, te vlwie ek«i€ 
*e8 this paper L2t« bieea ^r.zxiyailhr iadebud lor 
mcommon socces. I iBteoded (witb penni*- 
} to have closed t^ie w<»rk with a Ikl of tboos 
'espoodents ; bat de^h prerents me fnoni niuiiy 
monument to my fame.' 

L violent fit of roughing, in which I feared ibm 
r gentleman would hare gone ofT, robbed him of 
speech for more than half an hoar: at last, how- 
', he came again to hiniiself, and, though more 
»ly than before, proceeded as follows. ' I am 
ikful, madam, that I yet live, and that an op* 
unity is given me of confessing the frailties of 
nature to a faithful friend.' I winked at Susan 
vithdi-aw, but she would not understand me : 
stay, however, did not prevent Mr. Fits- Adam 
1 giving me a full detail of the sins of his youth ; 
ch as they only amount to a few gallantrief 
mg the ladies^ with nothing more heinous lb) 
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a rape or two at college, we bid liim be of comfort, 
and think no more of such trifles. 'And now, 
madam,' says he, ' I have another concern to trou- 
ble you with. When I was a boy at school, it al- 
ways possessed my thouglits, that whenever I died 
1 should be burie;d in Westminster abbey. I confess 
freely to you, madam, that this has been the con- 
stant ambition of my riper years. The great good 
which my labours have done to mankind will, I 
hope, entitle my remains to an interment in that 
honourable place ; nor will the public, 1 believe, be 
disinclined to erect a suitable monument to my me- 
mory. The frontispiece to the Would, which was 
the lucky thought of my printer, I take to be a most 
excellent design ; and if executed at large in virgin 
marble, must have an admirable effect. I can think 
only of one alteration in it, which is, that in the 
back ground I would have, in relief, a one-horse 
chair in the act of overturning, that the story of my 
death, as it contains a lesson for the ambitious, may 
be recorded with my name. My epitaph, if the 
public might be so satisfied, I would have decent 
and concise. It would offend my modesty, if after 
the name of Fitz Adam, more were to be added than 
these words. 

He was the deepest Philosopher, 
The wittiest Writer, 

AND 

The frreatestMA'n 

Of THIS AGE or NATION. 

I say, mndam, of this age and nation, because other 
times and other countries have produced very 
jB^rcat men ; insomuch that there are names among 
the ancients hardly interior to thai of Adam Fitz- 
Adam.* 
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Tlje good old gentleman would* bttire proceeded, 
)ut his speech failed him again> and he lay ag-if ex* 
firing for two whole hours ; during which interna], 
ts I had no time to spare, and as alll bad heard was 
hen fresh in my memory, I sat myself down to fol- 
il the promise I had made. Wnen I had BTittea 
:hus far, he again attempted to ipeak to me^ bot 
:ou]d not. I held up the paper to tiini, and SMk«d 
f he would hear it read. He nodded his assent, 
md after! had gone through it» bis approbation. 
[ desired him tosignify bysomemotiosof hishan^jl, 
f there was any thing in it that he wished to ba?e 
iltered. He nodded nis head again, and gave me 9 
look of such complacency and regard, 9S codtIiicJmI 
me I had pleased him. It is from a (foowledm <t( 
this circumstance that I sliall now send wbat I lu^i^ 
vriuten to the press, with no other coneeni Chi«^ 
the accident which occasioned it: an liccWHsat, 
i¥bich 1 shall never think of wittumt tpars* as it 
ivtll probably deprive the public 0f a most able in* 
itructor, and me of a worthy friend and eoost»nt 
benefactor. 

Grlqbe, Pater-Nwter-Roflfr; MaJI^ CftQF^ 

Tueijday, Dec. 28, 17 56, 

P. S, Wednesday nighi, ien eVlsdt. Mr. Fitp- 
Adam ut still alive, though in a daingeroos way* He 
came to his speech this morning, and directed me 
to inform the public, that as ti^ Woiu» U nosiP 
closed, he has ordered a general Index to. die :fi>l|» 
volumes to be printed, and given ffratis in a few 
days at Mr. Dodsley's in I^U-BfalU a»d at |ft 
Cooper's at the Globe in Paicar-M«s^er-Btir* 
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The following p:iper having been traosmitted to 
Mr. Fitz- Adam's bookseller oii the very day of 
that gentIeiTiau\s misfortune, hetakefi the liberty 
to ofier it to the public just as it came to hand* 

To Mr. Fitz-AoAM, 
Sir, .... 

As the contagion of politics has been sb prevalent 
of late, that it has even (I won't say, infected, bat 
at least) infused itself into the papers of the impar- 
tial Mr. Fitz-Adam^ perhaps I may not. make nim 
an unacceptable present in the following piece, 
which will humour the bent of his disorder (fori 
must consider political writings as a distemper) and 
at the same time will cool, not increase, any sharp- 
ness in his blood. 

Though the author of this little essay is retired 
from the busier scenes of life, he has not buried 
himself in such indificrenee to hiscoiMttry^, fista de- 
spise, or not to attend to what is passing even in 
those scenes he has quitted : and having withdrawn 
from inclination not from disgust, he preserves the 
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e attachments that he formerly xnade> t)NN^ 
tracted even then from esteem^ not from in* 
St. He sees with a feeling concern the distresseg 

distractions of his cotintrv: he foresees ^ith 
rety the consequences of both. He laments th# 
ord that divides those men of superior g^iiiusA 
»se union^ vi'ith all their abilities, were perhaps 
(equate to the crisis of our affairs. He aoes not 
;ume to discuss the grounds of their dissensions* 
ch he wishes themselves to overlook | add he 
Id be one of the last men' in England to fomAit 
sion, where his interest as a BritOQp and liiir|pri^« 
: incli nations as a man^ bidKhim hope for coafi« 
. Yet he would not be a Man, he mighft %is 9k 
c, if even these inclination^ were e^jjlianT' b** 
:ed : his admiration may besuspended^ his ntarl 

be partial. From these sen^tioBS he -hpi beeit 
irally led to lament and condemn the hteHoN 
: of personalities : he sees with grief the greatest 
racters treated with the greatest liceatHHMnesi i 
friendship has been touched at finding one of lfa« 
;t respectable aspersed in the most injtnioiii 
mer. He hoids That persoi^s^me.as J&uch iti* 
ior to reproach, as he thinks himself 4 sferiorf* 
It person's defence ; and yet )ie caimcft help giv^ 

his testimony.to the reputatjiou of a m.$n^ wiHl 
3se friendship be lias been IcNBg hoaeufed. Thil 
lition. Sir, has occasioiied my- trottbting jFott 
h the following portrait, iivritten eight years i^i 
igned then as pi ivate. incense Iq im boo<mre4 
Qe; and ever since preserred by the atttbor.ooly^ 

in the fair hands to which it way origioidly (M» 
ssed. I will detain you no longer taan to say* 
t if this little piece should be accftsed tf *flit|iliy, 
it be remembered that it was written when the 
ject of it was no minister of state^ awl thp*. it is 



people love thems^tves^ the medium betwee 
iaults yoa shall find, and the jtkst te^mbfaac 
1 see in the followmg portrait, is likely to 
exact image. 

The gentleman I am drawing iarabotit* 
and-forty : as you see all the fondness smd de 
and attention of a lover in him, perhaps yodr 
ship may take him to be butthree-and-twerrty 
I, whose talent is not flattery, and ^ho m 
judgment and experience and authority, she 
first set him down for threescore, upon thl^ st 

fnniiir\7 ran r%n\\r S)1lr\w Inm tn Vtf* in fli* i 
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tain, and for which it will scarce ever be exchanged. 
If I were like common painters, I should give him 
a ruddy healthful complexion, and light up his 
countenance with insipid smiles and unmeaning be- 
nignity ; but this would not be a faithful portrait; a 
florid bloom would no more give an idea of him, 
than his bended brow at first lets one into the vast 
humanity of his temper ; or than an undistinguish^- 
ing smile would supply the place of his manly cu« 
riosity and penetration. To paint him with a 
cheerful open countenance would be a poor return 
of compliment for the flattery that his approbatioQ 
bestows, which, by not being promised, doubly sa- 
tisfies one's self-love. The merit of others is de- 
grading to their friends ; the gentleman I mean 
makes his worth open upon you, by persuading you 
that he discovers some in you. 

He has the true characteristic of a great maji 
that he is superior to others in his private, social 
unbended hours. I am far from meaning by this su- 
periority, that he exerts the force of his genius un- 
necessarily : on the contrary, you only perceive his 
pre-eminence in those moments by his being more 
agreeably good-natured, and idlie with more ease, 
than other people. He seems inquisitive, as if his 
only business were to learn ; and is unr^4«rved, as 
if he were only to inform ; and is equally incapa- 
ble of mystery in pretending to know what h^ do^s 
not, or in concealing what he does. 

In the house of commons he was for some time an 
ungraceful and unpopular speaker, the abundance pf 
his matter ovei*flowing his elocution : but the force 
of his reasoning has prevailed both over hiiiown de- 
fects and those of his audience. He speaks with^a 
strength an\i perspic\!tity of argument that com- 
mands the admiration of an age apt to be mor& 
cheaply pleased. But- his ^pnity r:axinn« i^fisff 
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itself OD the terms it could satisfy others ; norwould 
he thank any man for his approbation, unless be 
were conscious of deserving it. But he carries this 
delicacy still farther, and has been at the idle la- 
bour of making himself fame and honours, by pur^ 
suing a regular and steady plan^ when art and elo- 
quence would have carried him to an equal height, 
and made those fe^r him^ who now only love him — 
if a party can love a man whom they see is only 
connected with them by principles, not. by pre- 
judices. 

In another light oue may discover another lit- 
tleness in his conduct : in the affairs of his office* 
he is as minute and as full of application as if ht 
were always to remain in the same post ; ai^d ai 
exact and knowing as if he always had been in it 
He is as attentive to the solicitation and interests of 
others in his province, as if he were m^iiig their 
fortune, not hjs own ; and to the .great detriment of 
the ministtry^ had turned one of the beist: fine-cures 
imder the government into one of the most labo- 
rious employments, at the sanie time ino^agining 
that the ease with which he executes it, will preveiit 
a discovery of the innovation. He receives all of- 
ficers who address to him with as little pride as if 
he were secure of innate nobility ; yet this ciefe.ct 
of illustrious birth is a blemish, which some of the 
greatest men have wanted to make them completely 
great: Tully had it ; had the happiness and gloty of 
raising himself from a private condition ; but hosasU 
ing of it, might as well have been noble : he 
degraded himself by usurping that prerogative of 
nobility^ pride of what one can neither cause nor 
prevent. 

I say uothipg of his integrity, because I ]cnow no* 

♦ Secretary at War, 
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ikitng of it^ but that it has never been breathed upon 
even by suspicion : it will be time enough to vindi* 
cate it, when it has been impeached. He is as well* 
bred as those who colour over timidity with gentle* 
ness of manners, and as bravely sincere as those 
who take, or would have brutality taken for honesty; 
but though his greatest freedom is polite, his greatest 
condescension is dignified with spirit ; and he can 
no more court his enemies, than relax in kindness 
to his friends. Yet though he has more spirit than 
almost any man living, it is never looked upon as 
flowing from his passions, by the intimate connec- 
tion that it always preserves with his understand ing« 
Yet his passions are very strong : he loves play, wo- 
men more, and one woman more than all. The 
amiableness of his behaviour to her, is only equalled 

by hers to him But as your Ladyship would not 

know a picture of this charming woman, when 
drawn with all her proper graceful virtues ; and as 
that engaging ignorance might lead jou even into an 
uncertainty about the portrait of the gentleman, I 
shall lay down my pencil, and am. 

Madam, 

Your Ladyship's 

most obedient 

humble servant f 

VANDYKE. 
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